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Monarch Tagging - Being an Ethical Citizen Scientist 
By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

The skies fill with orange and black 

wings as the monarch butterflies migrate 

mid-September. Many of us grab our nets, 

carefully catching monarchs to tag before 

sending them on their way to Mexico. Some 

of us may also rear 

monarchs, raising 

them from tiny 

caterpillars into 

butterflies.  

Monarch tagging is a 

form of citizen 

science, headquartered at Monarch Watch at 

the University of Kansas in Lawrence. 

Monarch Watch strives to provide the public 

with information about these butterflies to 

further science education 

on monarch migration.  

2022 is the 30th 

anniversary of the KU 

Monarch Watch program 

and 30 years has provided 

A LOT of data on the monarch migration! 

Monarch taggers have always 

differentiated between wild caught and 

reared  monarchs. Diving into 30 years of 

data has revealed that the probability that a 

wild monarch will reach Mexico when 

compared to reared monarch is significantly 

higher. Reared butterflies tend to be smaller 

and less capable of the surviving the long 

journey. There is a disease called OE that 

can be easily transmitted in rearing 

containers.  

www.LouisaCountyConservation.org 

What does this all mean to you? 

Putting it simply, the data is telling us 

that wild monarchs have a better chance of 

surviving migration than reared.  

An ethical citizen scientist will spend 

more time catching wild monarchs to tag 

than bringing in eggs or caterpillars. 

The current guidance says that, if you 

decide to rear caterpillars for the purpose 

of education, only rear the minimum 

needed - 1 or 2 to watch the lifecycle.   

Monarch Watch provides extensive 

guidance on  procedures should you 

choose to rear monarchs. This includes 

rearing caterpillars in the most natural 

conditions possible which means 

establishing an area outside as well as 

providing clean conditions and healthy 

milkweed to eat. 

Reared monarchs should be tagged and 

released the day after emergence. Only the 

largest and most fit monarchs should be 

tagged. 

Records of tags applied to monarchs 

that have little chance of reaching Mexico 

add to the mass of tagging data but do not 

help us learn.   

Get out there and tag wild 

Monarchs! Now is the time to order your 

tags at shop.monarchwatch.org. Read the 

“Best Practices for Tagging Wild and 

Reared Monarchs”.  
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http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69&Itemid=435
https://shop.monarchwatch.org/
https://monarchwatch.org/blog/2019/07/09/tagging-wild-and-reared-monarchs-best-practices/
https://monarchwatch.org/blog/2019/07/09/tagging-wild-and-reared-monarchs-best-practices/
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Congratulations and Welcome! 
By: Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

Louisa County Conservation filled the positions of 

Operations Supervisor and Natural Resources 

Technician after the retirement of Jeff Snyder in July.  

Noah Robb accepted the position of Operations 

Supervisor after being the Natural Resource Technician 

since May of 2021. 

Noah is a Morning 

Sun native who 

attended Iowa State 

University where he 

received a degree in 

Animal Ecology with 

a Minor in Forestry.  

Noah enjoys 

hunting and fishing in 

his spare time.  

Jacob Ewart accepted the position of Natural 

Resources Technician. Jacob has worked seasonally for 

LCC for the past 3 

summers and is 

excited to join the 

team as the full-

time Technician. 

Jacob is a graduate 

of Wapello High 

School. He also 

recently graduated 

from Iowa State 

University where he 

received a degree in 

Agronomy with a 

Minor in Forestry. Jacob enjoys biking as well as sail 

boating on Odessa.  
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Gary Shoppa 
Josh Peck 

Strawberry Phillips 
Rob Murray 

Chevelle Murray 
Carie Murray 
Jason Beeding 
Jimmy West 

Brad Kerr 
Steven Lippard 

Brady Wilkerson 
Jacob Hunt 
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Jerry Heater Recognized 
By: Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist  

The Iowa Hunter Education Instructor Association 

presented Jerry Heater with their District 4 Instructor of 

the Year award in June of 2022. This award is 

presented in recognition of an individual who best 

exemplifies the spirit of volunteerism and dedication to 

hunter education.   

Jerry has been a Hunter Education Instructor in 

Louisa County for over 22 years. Jerry instructs at both 

the March and August Hunter Education classes as well 

as teaching archery during 6th grade field trips at 

Langwood. He also leads the archery station at 

Langwood Adventure Day and helps with Archery in 

the Schools. His wealth of knowledge, enthusiasm  and 

positive attitude is a welcome addition to all of our 

programming.  

Jerry’s passion 

for bowhunting 

comes through each 

and every class as he 

teaches students the 

history of archery 

and how to shoot 

different types of 

bows.  

Thank you, 

Jerry, for your 

invaluable service to 

the youth and adults 

of Louisa County!  
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Am I Who You Think I Am? 
By: Sarah Martinez, LCC Summer Naturalist Intern  

What you see in nature may not always be what 

you get. The speck of dirt on your wall is really a 

spider and that snake on the edge of the sidewalk is 

actually a stick! 

Protective adaptations mimicry are utilized by 

insect, plant, and animal species in all corners of the 

world. Unlike camouflage, which refers to an 

animal’s resemblance to another object within their 

environment, mimicry refers to the resemblance of 

two or more organisms not closely related, and often 

allows a protective advantage to both organisms.  

Iowa is home to over 4,000 different species, a 

fraction of which have perfected the art of mimicry, 

some right in your backyard. At a quick glance you 

might mistake this orange-and-black butterfly as their 

more famous model. However, take a closer look and 

you may notice a few key differences that set these 

two apart.  

 

 

 

         

Not only is the Viceroy smaller than a Monarch, but 

they possess a black line across their hindwing that is 

not present in Monarchs. This similar physical 

appearance may seem like a coincidence however, 

due to the bitter taste of a Monarch, this mimicry is 

helpful when avoiding becoming someone’s lunch.   

The Western Fox Snake is one of the most 

common and often misidentified snakes in Iowa. 

Often confused with bullsnakes, kingsnakes, and even 

rattlesnakes. Their dark, brown-spotted bodies can 

make even the most seasoned hiker think twice. Aside 

from their appearance, fox snakes when agitated will 

vibrate their tails mimicking the venomous 

rattlesnake, despite their lack of rattle. Although fox 

snakes are typically docile, it’s best to enjoy any 

encounter with a wild snake species from a distance.  

The other side of 

mimicry is predators using 

it as an aggressive skill to 

lure in prey species. The 

Katydid, a seemingly 

unsuspecting insect, has 

ways of using both 

defensive and aggressive 

mimicry skills. By 

imitating the female 

response to a male cicada 

looking to mate, these masters of deception have a 

foolproof way for an easy dinner.   

Remember to stop and take a closer look! Nature 

isn’t always what it seems! 

Which is the Viceroy and which is the Monarch?  
*Hint - color doesn’t matter. Answer below 

Answer: Left = Viceroy, Right = Monarch 

Fox Snake (L) and Prairie Rattlesnake (R).  

Katydid 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  

Conservation Officer - 563-260-1225 
Joseph.Fourdyce@dnr.iowa.gov  

District Forester - 319-523-2216 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

Fisheries Biologist - 319-694-2430 
Chad.Dolan@dnr.iowa.gov 

Wildlife Biologist - 319-551-8459 
Andy.Robbins@dnr.iowa.gov  

www.iowadnr.gov 

What Happens in a Pond During the 
Late Summer? 
By Vance Poulton,  Fisheries Management Technician 

Ponds stratify in the late summer. During the 

summer, once the water warms up, the water near the 

top of the pond does not mix with the water below it. 

The warmer water is less dense and stays near the top 

while the deeper water, away from the heat of the air 

and sun, is cooler and dense and stays at the bottom of 

the pond.  

You’ve probably experienced this when swimming 

in a lake or pond when your feet are much colder than 

your torso. That’s what we call stratification. The pond 

or lake develops layers.  

The layers are called the Epilimnion (the top layer), 

the Metalimnion or Thermocline (the middle layer) and 

the Hypolimnion (the bottom). The Epilimnion, in 

direct contact with the air, has the most oxygen and the 

warmest water. The Thermocline is a zone of change, 

as you head deeper both the oxygen level and the water 

temperature drop. Get down to the bottom of the 

thermocline and you get to oxygen levels that get very 

low. The Hypolimnion is where there is not enough 

oxygen for the bigger creatures like fish to survive.   

If you are fishing, you want to be fishing in the 

zone of the thermocline where the fish can be as cool as 

they can be and still have enough oxygen to keep them 

happy. Up in the Epilimnion they have more oxygen 

but the water is hottest; in the thermocline they don’t 

have near the amount of oxygen but they are cooler. 

Think of it as on a hundred-degree day would you 

rather be outside in the sun and fresh air or in the house 

in the air conditioning. 

 

 

How does the water run out of oxygen? To put it 

simply, the fish and other organisms like clams, 

crawdads, insects, and bacteria use it up by breathing.  

As the summer progresses the Hypolimnion layer gets 

thicker and the Thermocline layer gets thinner as it 

moves up in the water column causing the Epilimnion 

to become thinner too.   

What does this mean to you other than “don’t fish 

on the bottom in deeper water during late summer”?  A 

couple of very important things.  If you start having a 

fish kill from low oxygen levels, don’t start up an 

aerator or water pump to put oxygen into the water. 

You won’t accomplish anything because you will only 

be moving a little water around at the top of the pond 

where the surviving fish already had enough oxygen to 

live. You may even move too much water and break 

the stratification. The deeper water without oxygen 

takes oxygen from the top water as it passes through it 

lowering the oxygen levels to below what fish need to 

survive.   

Late summer is not the time to treat for plants in a 

pond. Right now all those fish in the pond are living in 

a very crowded hot environment with not that much 

oxygen. Treating algae and pondweeds takes even 

more oxygen out of the water as the dead plants rot and 

die. Not good for the fish and can start a fish kill.  

Best policy is never do anything to a pond in the 

late summer that would take oxygen out of the water 

for any length of time. Meaning no spraying to control 

pond vegetation or algae and no starting of pumps or 

aerators. Both of those activities should have been 

done in the springtime.  If you have either problem this 

time of year your best bet is to do nothing and let it go. 

The chance of something bad happening if you do 

something is just too high. 

http://www.iowadnr.gov
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Summer 2022 Adventures  

 

 

 

Ben Boysen and 
Ellis Grimm  take a 
closer look at the 
critters living at 
Langwood.  

Convict Road Receives a State 

Historical Marker Grant  

By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

The State Historical Society of Iowa’s historical 

marker program raises awareness of Iowa’s rich cultural 

history and connects people to the places and points of 

pride that make the state unique. The William G. 

Pomeroy Foundation partnered with the State Historical 

Society of Iowa to establish a grant program to help fund 

historic markers which tell the story of the people and 

places that have shaped the land, now known as the 

State of Iowa, with priority on highlighting stories of 

historically underrepresented groups.  

The Convict Road in Fredonia has been chosen to 

receive one of 15 new historical markers in the State of 

Iowa. The marker will further enhance the interpretive 

signage already in place along the Convict Road as well 

as put it on both State and National maps containing 

places of historical significance.  

 

Louisa County Transfer Station 
Drop Off Recycling and Waste Disposal  

Open Monday-Friday: 8 am - 4 pm 

Open Saturday: 9 am - Noon 

14048 70th St  Wapello, IA 52653 

Questions? 319-523-5013 

Tires, e-waste and appliance recycling –  

small fee 

Household recycling– FREE 
louisacountyia.gov 

The Convict Road is a stretch of concrete over a 

century old. The 1.5-mile road, finished in 1914, was 

one of the first concrete roads built in rural Iowa. It was 

funded by local taxes and built at a cost of roughly 

$45,000. In 1913, the Iowa Legislature authorized the 

construction of the Convict Road, a project completed 

by incarcerated men from the Anamosa State 

Reformatory. The road was part of the Great White 

Way (a route from Burlington to Council Bluffs); the 

first route designated by the Iowa Highway 

Commission. A concrete road was necessary in this 

location, as the bridge approach on sandy terrain 

frequently washed out and closed the bridge. Flooding 

problems continued and the Convict Road bridge 

washed out. By 1930, it was replaced by a river 

crossing further south (Iowa Highway 92). Most of 

Convict Road is on public property, stretching from 

Iowa Highway 92 to the River Forks Boat Access, via 

214th Avenue, and Main and Concord Streets in 

Fredonia. Bridge pilings from the historic road are 

visible during low water levels.  

Erected by Louisa County Conservation and the 

State Historical Society of Iowa with funding support 

from the William G. Pomeroy Foundation. 2022.  

Morning 
Sun 
Summer 
Rec visits 
the 
community 
garden. 

River 
Raiders 
enjoying 
lunch on the 
Iowa River. 
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Women’s Outdoor Workshop 

 River Raiders 

Friday, Sept. 23 - Sunday, Sept 25 

Langwood Education Center 

$35 

Let’s take to the river! LCC has taken youth on the 

rivers for years. Now it’s your turn! This workshop is 

for women 18+ who would like to join us as we paddle 

the Iowa River through Louisa County.  

Friday evening will be paddling 101 at the Langwood 

pond. Saturday will be a paddle from River Forks to 

Schwob Access 

We will be tent camping at Langwood both evenings. 

Registration fee includes all meals, transportation, and 

supplies plus tents if needed.  

Pre-registration required by Thursday, Sept. 15 

Visit LouisaCountyConservation.org for registration 

information. Credit card payments accepted.  

Hands on History 

Stories of Louisa County Celebration 

Sunday, Sept. 4 

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Toolesboro Mounds National Historic Landmark 

You’re invited to help us celebrate Louisa County 

History! The Museum at Toolesboro Mounds NHL will 

be open to the public with the addition of hands-on 

activity stations including flintknapping, atlatl, and 

other technology.  

This special event will also include the release of  

Stories of Louisa County, a compilation of stories as 

told by residents of Louisa County. This book has been 

on a journey that began in 2020 and it is finally ready to 

be shared!  

No registration needed. This event is designed for a 

come and go audience.  

Fall Paddle - Iowa River  
Thursday, September 8 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Iowa River Water Trail 

$5 - Kayak, $10 - Canoe, $5 - Bring your own boat 

Explore the Iowa River Water Trail from Schwob 

Access to Cappy Russell. This scenic 10 mile float 

passes the Wapello Bottoms Wildlife Management Area 

and the Horseshoe Bend Wildlife Refuge.  

Pre-registration required 

To Register for Events: 
Website: LouisaCountyConservation.org  

Call our office: 319-523-8381 
Send an email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

Monarch Mania: Two Dates! 

Saturday, Sept 10;  8:00 am - 10:00 am 

 Tuesday, Sept 13;   4:00 pm - 6:00 pm  

Louisa County Conservation office 

Free & Open to the Public! 

Be a part of Monarch butterfly research during the peak 

of the Monarch butterfly migration! Play games, make 

crafts, help us catch and tag monarchs! 

No registration needed.  

Lop a little, Learn a lot!  
Sunday, Sept. 25 

9:30 am - Noon 

Wetland Interpretive Trail at Langwood 

Opportunity knocks! Open the door and Louisa County 

Conservation will introduce you to the joy of removing 

invasive species and improving wildlife habitat. Join us 

for a morning of harvesting prairie seed and removing 

autumn olive with loppers. A pizza lunch and souvenir 

water bottle will be provided.  

This event will be held in conjunction with the 

Women’s Outdoor Weekend but you do not need to 

participate in WOW to help out on Sunday morning.  

Pre-registration required 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/womens-outdoor-workshop/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/womens-outdoor-workshop/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/womens-outdoor-workshop/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/hands-on-history-stories-of-louisa-county-celebration/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/hands-on-history-stories-of-louisa-county-celebration/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/monarch-mania/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
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Nest Raiders Youth Trapping Event 

Sunday, Oct. 9 

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

Youth 12 & up are invited to learn from the experts at a 

free, hands-on, trapping event.  

Participants will learn about predator ID, water and land 

trapping, and how trapping helps the ecosystem by 

protecting our nesting birds.  

Pre-registration required by Friday, Oct. 7 

 

 

 

Stay Connected with LCC 

Youth Pheasant Hunt 
Saturday, October 22 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Henke-Benson Farm, 10447 55th Street, Wapello 

Free 

The ILLOWA NAVHDA Youth Pheasant Hunt is 

for area youth, ages 12-15, to hunt rooster pheasants 

with hunting dogs. Participants will rotate between 

education sessions.  All guns, ammunition, blaze 

orange, and food will be provided.   

Pre-registration required. The application form 

may be found at www.illowanavhda.org . Contact 

Bobbi Benson at 309-337-7708 or email 

president@illowanavhda.org 

Full Moon Potluck and Paddle  
Sunday, Oct. 9; 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Snively Campground  

$8 - Kayak, $13 - Canoe, $5 - Bring your own boat 

Enjoy a potluck at Snively Campground and then head 

out onto Odessa to watch the full moon rise. We will 

provide condiments, utensils, and plates plus hotdogs 

and marshmallows for everyone to roast over the fire. 

You are free to bring your own meat to grill as well. 

Share a side dish if you like. We will launch the kayaks 

and canoes at 6:30 pm and be off the water by 7:45 pm  

Pre-registration required 

Wild Woods Taxidermy 
Wednesday, Oct 12; 7:00 - 8:00 pm 

Louisa County Izaak Walton League 

10892 CR X61. Wapello, IA 52653 

Curious about the art of taxidermy? Join Matt Sawvell 

with Wild Woods Taxidermy for a presentation about 

making deer eyes look life-like.  This program is 

appropriate for all ages and is sponsored by both the 

Izaak Walton League and Louisa County Conservation.  

Pre-registration requested.  

Halloween Hike: Mysteries of the Night 
Saturday, Oct. 22 

6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Virginia Grove Recreation Area 

$2 per person 

While you’ve been sleeping find out who’s been 

creeping, leaping, trotting, waddling and flying through 

the forest. Guided hikes begin at 6:00pm. Time slots are 

available every 10 minutes until 8:00pm. Enjoy hot 

chocolate and s’mores around the campfire afterwards.  

Pre-registration required 

Swinging Bridge Festival   
Sunday, October 9; 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Swinging Bridge Park 

 Free 

It’s all about pollinators at the  Outdoor Education Area 

in Columbus Junction. Join Lana Artz-McComb to 

learn about welcoming pollinators to your home at 1:00 

pm and 4:00 pm. Activity stations for kids will be setup 

between the  presentations.  

Youth Archery will be setup from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

lead by Jerry Heater.  

Be sure to stop by for all the great activities! 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/nest-raiders-youth-trapping-event/
http://www.illowanavhda.org/
http://www.illowanavhda.org
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
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PORT LOUISA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

10728 Cty Rd X61,   
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

  319-523-6982 

Office Hours:   
M-F, 7:30 - 4:00 PM 

fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa 
facebook.com/portlouisaNWR 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance 
fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a 
leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, steward-
ship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service.  
For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 

Welcome, Owen Segaard! 
By: Ron Knopik, Assistant Refuge Manager 

On August 1st, Owen Segaard arrived to fill the 

vacant maintenance worker position at Port Louisa 

NWR. He recently earned a degree in fish and wildlife 

management from West Virginia University.  

During the previous two summers, Owen worked at 

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge in Ohio and the Fergus 

Fall Wetland Management District in Minnesota.  

He brings with him years of heavy equipment 

experience and we are excited to have him begin his full-

time career at Port Louisa! 

Owen had this to say about pursuing his interest in 

conservation: 

“Growing up in what was known as the “Great 

Black Swamp”, in Northwest Ohio, I hastily developed a 

passion for wetlands, waterfowl, and wildlife in general.  

Throughout the early days of my youth, I worked all 

around the western basin of Lake Erie doing anything 

from habitat management practices and duck banding, 

to guiding hunters and teaching students about the value 

of the wetlands. Even some of my earliest memories stem 

from playing in my family’s marsh in our backyard.  

Now, upon graduating from West Virginia 

University and moving to Iowa, I’ve become 

considerably more determined to make a difference in 

the overall dynamic of wetlands and the importance they 

have for the general well-being of our environment.” 

Normal Visitor Center Hours Return  

Beginning September 1, 2022, pre-pandemic hours of 

operation will return to Port Louisa NWR. Stop in 

between 7:30 AM and 4 PM, Monday through Friday 

(excluding holidays), to learn about the wildlife of the 

area, the habitats we manage, and the role of the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service in southeast Iowa. 

We are 

excited to 

welcome the 

public back to 

the refuge and 

look forward to 

providing indoor 

and outdoor 

opportunities to 

local visitors as 

well as those 

just passing 

though.  

For your safety, additional cleaning measures are in 

place with hand sanitizer and masks (optional) available 

at the front desk. Please give us a call if you have any 

questions. 

Owen Segaard, the new Maintenance Worker at Port Louisa 
NWR - photo by Ron Knopik, USFWS  

Entrance to Port Louisa NWR  
Photo by Ron Knopik, USFWS  

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://www.facebook.com/PortLouisaNWR/?rf=138948706129730
https://www.fws.gov/
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 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2 
Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-523-6411    

 

Louisa Soil and Water Conservation 
District Honors Landowners 

 
The Louisa County Soil & Water Conservation 

District recognized local landowners for their 

conservation accomplishments at the Louisa County 

Fair on July 29th.    

Joe and Tana Fourdyce have been chosen as the 

winners of the 2022 Wildlife Habitat Owner Award.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fourdyce’s 65-acre farm is located southeast 

of Grandview. Joe and Tana started working on 

wildlife habitat on their property with a woodland 

planting in 2019. In 2020 they completed 15.6-acres of 

timber stand improvement with REAP funds. They 

have included some duck boxes along a stream 

corridor and additional timber stand improvement in 

2021-22 with EQIP Wildlife funds. The Fourdyce’s 

current project is a grade stabilization structure to 

provide water for additional wildlife habitat. 

The 2022 Woodland Owner award was presented 

to Stanley and Antonetta Tate. Stanley and Antonetta 

own a 60-acre tree farm on the Louisa/Washington 

County Line.                                                             

They have used REAP funds to do Timber Stand 

Improvement to remove invasives on every acre of their 

farm - they are both committed to fighting invasives on 

their farm. After removing brush with a forestry 

mulcher, they re-seeded high value native tree seeds at a 

high volume, like oak and walnut, to provide more 

competition against emerging invasives species. Stan has 

built a prototype tree seeder, with a meter to plant his 

tree seeds. It can plant 4 seeds per second. They have 

used REAP funds to complete 6-acres of tree planting 

and are currently working on another 4.4-acres of tree 

planting. 

Jim and Betsy Evans were chosen as the winners of 

the 2022 Windbreak Owner. Jim and Betsy own 

around 180-acres west of Columbus Junction. They 

transplanted 200 cedar trees and added 450 shrubs in the 

Fall of 2020 to 

create the 

windbreak. They 

wanted a diverse 

selection of shrubs 

including:  gray 

dogwood, red 

dogwood, 

serviceberry, 

ninebark, and wild 

plum. They 

cleared out 

invasives like 

autumn olive. The 

Evans’ are also 

very devoted to 

wildlife and to 

bring in more wildlife, specifically bird cover, they 

included a native grass planting with funding from EQIP 

Wildlife. This has been a project to have habitat all 

around their house. 

These awards recognize individuals who have made, 

or are making a significant contribution to wildlife, soil 

and water conservation. Thank you for your dedication 

to leave your land in better shape for the next 

generation! 
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99 Parks to feature Louisa County!! 
The week of September 18, 2022, Louisa County 

Conservation will be featured on the Facebook page,  

Facebook.com/ICCS.IACCBsince1955. 

99 Parks in 99 Counites is a joint effort of the Iowa 

Tourism Association, Iowa’s County Conservation 

Boards and each county to promote our natural 

resources and public areas. 

Louisa County Conservation will feature Cairo 

Woods, Chinkapin Bluffs, Langwood and more!!  Be 

sure to tune in AND don’t forget to check out all the 

other great County Conservation areas across the state! 

Visit a County Park today! 

 

WIFI at Virginia Grove Campground  
Camping at Virginia Grove just got a little more 

modern and a little less backwoods. Campers at 

Virginia Grove now have access to free WIFI while 

they are camping.  

A huge thank you to Louisa Communications and 

Brad Quigley for running fiber to the park and 

providing great wireless coverage.  

Louisa County Conservation is in the planning 

stages for updating camping at Virginia Grove. We 

hope to improve and expand the campground, add a 

restroom with running water, flushing toilets, showers 

and more. 
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The Mission of Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation is to provide funds for the protection and 
enhancement of the natural resources in the environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa 
and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa.  

The Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation 
for good land stewardship.  It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional 
and quasi-public programs. 

Enclosed is my donation for:    

___$25  ___$50  ___$100 ___$250  

___$500 ___$1,000 ___Other ______________   

Name or Business_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
Return this form and payment to: 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
        12635 County Road G56, Suite 106 
        Wapello, IA 52653 

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN LOUISA COUNTY  

Please earmark my donation for: 
___ Langwood Education Center 

___ Louisa County Trails Council 

___ TRCF Scholarship 

___ Environmental Education 

___ Use my donation where needed most 

___ Other: ________________________ 

General Donations are payable to: 
       Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
 
 Endowment Funds are payable to: 

Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)  

___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund 

___ Trails Endowment Fund 

___ Paris Scholarship Endowment 

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION RESPECTFULLY ACCEPTS AND HONORS MEMORIAL DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 

 

12635 CR G56, Suite 106,  

Wapello, Iowa 52653 

319-523-8381    

tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov  

www.tri-rivers.org 

Lover’s Leap Swinging Bridge 
Celebrates 100 years! 

Tri-Rivers is excited to announce that we were 

invited to help fund the Outdoor Education Center for the 

Swinging Bridge project in Columbus Junction.  

The new Outdoor Education Center will be open and 

able to accommodate groups of 25-30 for environmental 

presentations. Naturalist Lana Artz-McComb will be 

giving pollinator presentations. 

Come and check out all the fun! 

Columbus Days - Swinging Bridge Rocks 

Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 8-9 

Noon - 6:00 pm 

The event will begin with a 5K on trails and streets, 

passing through 3 parks and crossing 7 footbridges. 

There will be lots to do.   

Louisa County Conservation will be at the Education 

Center giving programs on pollinators! Click on the title 

to go to the Facebook page for the latest schedule 

updates! 

https://www.tri-rivers.org/make-a-donation
http://www.tri-rivers.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1175145476409829
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“I took a walk in the woods and came out taller than the trees.” 
―Henry David Thoreau  

 

 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative 
collaboration between government agencies, private 

organizations and individuals interested in  
showcasing the natural and cultural resources of  

Louisa County, Iowa. 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper 

Save a tree!  
Receive this newsletter via email.   
Conservation@louisacountyia.gov 
and ask to be put on the email list. 

If you want this newsletter 
 in larger print 

call 319-523-8381. 

To get on the mailing list for this FREE   
newsletter or make address corrections: 

Call: 319-523-8381 
Email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

Hands on History 

Sunday, Sept. 4 

Toolesboro Mounds and Museum 

3:00 - 5:00 pm 
 

You’re invited to a celebration of 

Louisa County History! 
 

Explore the museum at Toolesboro 

Mounds NHL, try hands on activities 

like flintknapping and atlatl, and 

celebrate the completion of the  

Stories of Louisa County project.  
 

Toolesboro Mounds NHL 

6568 Toolesboro Ave 

Wapello, IA 52653 
 

For more information: 
LouisaCountyConservation.org 

319-523-8381  

https://louisacountyconservation.org/lccb_areas/toolesboro-mounds-nhl/

