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The Case for Public Hunting Land 

Natural places and wildlife as “public 
resources” is a uniquely American idea, 
began in the 19th Century. Across the 
Atlantic, European land, wildlife, and 
resources belonged to relatively few 
landowners. Natural resources were not for 
the people.  

The American idea of public lands 
began to preserve areas including the 
wildlife within for future generations. The 
mission of the Louisa County Conservation 
Board is to provide an appreciation of our 
natural resources through environmental 
education and recreation; and to manage 
our parks and natural areas for present and 
future generations.  

Hunting is the third most practiced  
outdoor activity in Iowa (behind wildlife 
viewing and fishing), with more than 
380,000 Iowans hunting large game and 
nearly the same amount hunting small game 
and waterfowl (Economic Value of Outdoor 
Recreation Activities in Iowa, ISU Extension) 

There is an overall decline in hunter 
numbers throughout the US and Iowa with a 
steady decline since the 1990s. The main 
reasons cited are loss of wildlife habitat and 
loss of access to hunting grounds.  

Maintaining healthy populations of 
species is a delicate balance. Harvest too 
many? The population shrinks and becomes 
unsustainable. Harvest too few? The 
population grows and becomes unhealthy. 
Quality habitat must also be maintained to 
support species populations.  

Public hunting land provides and 
preserves the habitat needed to sustain 
species populations for generations to come.  

 I’ll let the hunters of Louisa County 
speak for themselves.  

 

www.LouisaCountyConservation.org 

“There is such a loss of habitat on private 
land that it is nice to have public land 

available that has wildlife.” - Mike Todd 
--------------------------------------------------- 

“Hunting, fishing, camping, hiking, and 
other outdoor adventures define my 

family. We did not have the money to own 
our own private land so being able to 

access public land was 
obviously necessary. I love and care about 

public lands and have spent my life 
helping to manage and improve habitat 
quality on both public and private lands 

for the benefit of wildlife conservation and 
humanity to enjoy!” -Shawn Hawks 

--------------------------------------------------- 
“I am so fortunate to live in an area 

that is close to many public hunting lands.  
As I see it, there are many benefits and one 
problem that come with that. The obvious 
downer is the hunting pressure that the 
public land receives.  There are times 
when that is frustrating and can diminish 
the enjoyment of the hunt. The pluses far 
out way the one problem.   

An obvious plus is that it enables 
access to all without the difficulty of 
finding permission to hunt private land, 
and probably avoids potential trespassing 
problems for land owners. Other benefits 
include having easy access to public lands 
during the months when hunting seasons 
are closed. The ability to hike and explore 
the areas can be very rewarding when one 
can enjoy the solitude and beauty of the 
area. I, personally, use some of these areas 
to run and work my hunting dog. The 
wildlife also benefit from the 
establishment of public lands because the 
preservation and development of the 
habitat on the area is a huge factor in their 
survival requirements.” - John Guyer 
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https://www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/files/page/files/economic_value_iowa_outdoor_recreation_activities_2012.pdf
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/communities/files/page/files/economic_value_iowa_outdoor_recreation_activities_2012.pdf
http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69&Itemid=435
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Have you seen this Stink Bug? 
By: Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

Stink bugs are nothing new. I see them in my home 

every winter and don’t think anything of it. One day 

this past January, as I was watching one fly around my 

bathroom, I decided to take a photo and figure out 

exactly what kind of stink bug it is that my family 

affectionately calls ‘Alfred’.  

One photo identification later and I was swept into 

a stinkbug tornado of information. ‘Alfred’ turned out 

to be pretty fascinating! ‘Alfred’ is a Brown 

Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB). It’s a very long name 

for such a tiny insect.  

It looks similar to other stink and shield-shaped 

bugs but it is an invasive species. Stink bugs come in 

many different shapes and colors. The cold weather 

sends them into our homes looking for a place to 

hibernate. They do not bite, cannot sting, and can’t 

harm your home. They are simply a nuisance. But not 

every stink bug is the same!  

BMSB have light and dark bands on their antenna 

and around the base of their abdomen. Their back is a 

marbled (marmorated) brownish-gray color.  Like 

other stink bugs, they are shield shape and around 20 

mm long. BMSB arrived, accidentally, on the East 

coast in the early 2000s in shipping containers.  

Since then it has rapidly spread across the US, 

reaching Iowa in 2011.  

BMSB are a plant pest that feeds on sap from a 

wide variety of plants including field crops and fruit 

trees. It has caused crop damage on the East coast 

because of higher population numbers.  

As with any invasive species, the concern is 

increasing populations which lead to economic damage. 

BMSB, luckily, has native predators such as birds and 

other insects. The population is not growing as fast as it 

could but it’s still something that entomologists are 

keeping an eye on.  

BMSB has been identified in 35 Iowa counties. ISU 

Extensions Horticulturalists are keeping track of new 

county detections. I found the ISU Horticulture and 

Home Pest webpage about BMSB. 

‘Alfred’ was the first reported sighting in Washington 

County. This doesn’t mean the BMSB in my house was 

the first to ever enter Washington County. It was just the 

first documented sighting with photographic evidence 

emailed to ISU Extension.  

Louisa County Conservation frequently sees stink 

bugs in our offices in the winter. After learning about 

‘Alfred’ the BMSB, I came to the LCC offices and took a 

closer look at the stink bugs. Sure enough….they were 

Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs. These became the first 

documented sightings reported to ISU Extension for 

Louisa County.  

At this point, ISU Extension is not tracking how 

many BMSB are in Iowa. They are just tracking which 

counties they have been sighted in so far. No one knows 

exactly what (if any) impact BMSB will have in Iowa but 

it’s important to collect data along the way.  

The moral of this particular story? A stink bug in the 

bathroom might be more than just a bug in the bathroom. 

It might be the gateway to a whole new treasure trove of 

information. It’s fun to take a closer look! 

Read more on the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug at 

hortnews.extension.iastate.edu.  

https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/brown-marmorated-stink-bug
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/brown-marmorated-stink-bug
https://hortnews.extension.iastate.edu/brown-marmorated-stink-bug
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Wildlife News from the Refuge 

New Hires! Port Louisa added two permanent staff 

members to the team in late October. Andrea Gronewald 

is the refuge’s new Administrative Officer. A Louisa 

County native, she brings 17 years of administration 

experience with her. Refuge operations and logistics will 

benefit greatly from her efforts. Nate Barnett is the 

refuge’s new Wildlife Biologist. From Missouri, Nate is 

looking forward to exploring and protecting Iowa’s 

natural resources. There will not be a YCC crew hired at 

Port Louisa for 2022, but the refuge looks to add a 

handful of seasonal operators and technicians to the 

team. 

 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working 
with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, 
plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the 
American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner 
in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, 
dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. 
For more information on our work and the people who make 
it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 

Refuge Projects! Refuge staff at Port Louisa have 

been hard at work preparing for the upcoming season. 

Weather conditions have allowed staff to draw water 

off the Louisa Division in the middle of the winter. 

This will go a long way in creating and maintaining 

habitat for the spring migration which is often met with 

floods.  

Last year, refuge staff took advantage of low water 

levels to do intensive management on the Louisa 

Division. This year, the refuge looks to shift focus to 

the Horseshoe Bend Division. Long-term flooding has 

allowed a massive amount of cottonwood and willow 

encroachment to take place. The overall grass & forb 

diversity has taken a hit as well. Through fire, 

mechanical, and chemical disturbance, the goal is to 

restore this area to a productive bottomland prairie 

ecosystem. 

Visit the Refuge! The refuge will be hosting 

Migration Madness coming up on Saturday, March 

12
th

. The refuge tour loop will be open to vehicles 

from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm for this event! With the 

help of Louisa County Conservation and the Friends of 

Port Louisa, there will be opportunities to interact with 

interpreters and refuge staff at different stops during 

your tour. Tour stops include the Muscatine Slough 

trailhead off 120th Street, the Fox Pond Overlook and 

the Inlet Tubes. 

While our offices remain closed to the public, the 

Louisa Division tour loop is back open from January 1 

to September 14 to foot traffic.  

PORT LOUISA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

10728 Cty Rd X61,   
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

  319-523-6982 

Office Hours:   
M-F, 7:30 - 4:00 PM 

fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa 
facebook.com/portlouisaNWR 

https://www.fws.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://www.facebook.com/PortLouisaNWR/?rf=138948706129730


 

 

LOUISA COUNTY CONSERVATION 

4 

Park Highlight: Virginia Grove  
By: Katie Hammond, Director 

Big things are happening at Virginia Grove! This 
beautiful area was Louisa County’s first official 
“County Park!” It is located at 20406 55th Street near 
Morning Sun and is used as a multi-use recreation area 
including hunting, fishing, camping, picnicking, hiking, 
and for environmental education and field trips.  

We are listening to suggestions from the strategic 
planning process to improve this area for current and 
future generations. There are currently three main 
initiatives happening at Virginia Grove: improving 
access and connecting the pieces, timber stand 
improvement projects and 
campground upgrades. 

Better Access and 
Connection   

The first 54-acre parcel 
was acquired in 1975 from the 
Martin family, followed by the 
10-acre Hetherington unit and 
22-acre Mabeus (pond) 
addition, in 1978. The Baird 
Grove unit added 20 more 
acres in 1997 to form a nice, 
but disjointed 106-acre park. 
The Heatherington Unit was 
completely land-locked and 
Baird Grove was only 
accessible from a different road 
and parking lot.   

In 2021 the Board was 
approached by the Mabeus family, who offered to sell 
the “missing parcels” of land that will make the three 
smaller pieces into one continuous park. The acquisition 
is for approximately 51-acres.  

This latest addition should be finalized by the end of 
February 2022.  Making the park approximately 157-
acres of excellent wildlife habitat and multi-use public 
ground (see map on page 5).  

Timber Stand Improvement Projects 

Louisa County Conservation is also working to 
improve the woodlands at Virginia Grove. In 2015, 
DNR Forester, Lisa Louck, created a Woodland 
Management Plan for the park and we have been 
working toward that plan ever since. Work has 
included multiple years of spraying and mowing the 
invasive honeysuckle and woodland burns. 

During the winter of 2022-2023 we will be 
conducting our first timber harvest in many, many 
years. Local foresters have helped us to mark timber 
for the sale, that matches up with our management 
objectives and goals.  

The plan is to open the canopy in several locations 
to allow sunlight to reach the forest floor, 
which will  promote and allow the growth of 
oak, hickory and walnut seedlings. Marked 
trees are either undesirable (such as locust) or 
in decline. We are not harvesting the biggest, 
best and strongest trees, but rather leaving 
them to provide the acorns for the next 
generation. 

Money received from the sale of the timber 
will go back into Virginia Grove Recreation 
Area to improve the woodlands and the park.  

Prescribed fire, invasive species 
management, removal of tree tops and other 
chemical and mechanical techniques will be 
needed to achieve the ultimate results we are 
working toward. Management is a process 
that takes time, people, energy and a lot of 
hard work. 

Campground Improvements 

Big plans are also underway that will greatly 
improving the campground at Virginia Grove!   

There are currently 11-campsites with electricity 
and central water hydrants plus a latrine. The new plan 
will triple the number of sites and campsites will be 
full-hook-up with 20-30-50-amp service, water and 
septic.  

Thank You Donors  

and Volunteers!  
You’re service and dedication to Louisa County 

Conservation is so appreciated! 

Dorian Hill 

Duane Lewis 

Jeannie Mott 

Jennifer Massey 

Quad Cities Women’s 

Outdoor Club 

Ray Devore 

Sue Vogler 

Vyla Butler 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/lccb_areas/virginia-grove-recreation-area/
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Camp pads will remain gravel-based, but will be 
expanded to at least 12-feet wide by 75-feet long to 
accommodate the longer RV’s or truck/trailer combos.  

We are also going to build a new shower house! The 
restroom and flushing toilets will be enjoyed by many 
park users - hunters, hikers, anglers, birders, mushroom 
and berry pickers, school field trips and more!!  

The entire campground footprint will be expanded 
to accommodate the increased campground. Roadways 
will also be widened, making it easier to make the turns 
and access sites. 

We are working hard to make your county park an 
even better place to visit. We hope that you will follow 
along with the improvements and stop out to the park 
to hike the trails, drop a line in the pond or pursue your 
quarry. 

We will be offering several opportunities for the 
public to get involved or learn more about the work we 
are doing. On March 26 there is a “Lop a Little, Learn 
a Lot” stewardship event happening at Virginia Grove 
(see page 6). On April 5 there is a “Timber 
Management Hike” with professional foresters at the 
park (see page 10).  

We hope you will join us in these programs for 
learning more about improving Iowa Woodlands and 
continue to explore and enjoy Virginia Grove!  
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Love YOUR County Parks:  

Lop a Little, Learn a lot 

Saturday, March 26; 9:30 am - Noon 

 Virginia Grove Recreation Area 

Join us for a morning of appreciating wildflowers 

and removing invasive honeysuckle. A pizza lunch will 

be provided for this FREE event! 

Pre-registration required by Friday, March 25. 

Hunter Education 

Thursday, March 10; 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Saturday, March 12; 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

This free class includes classroom lessons and field 

experiences.  Students must be 11 years or older to 

attend. Registration required through the Iowa DNR 

website: license.gooutdoorsiowa.com. 

Hike-A-Park: Indian Slough 

Thursday, April 28; 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Indian Slough Wildlife Area 

Louisa County Conservation  is partnering with Des 

Moines County Conservation for a series of free, 1-4 

mile, hikes every other Thursday. 

No registration required for this FREE event! 

Langwood Comes Alive 

Friday, April 15; 11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

Spring is all around! Let’s get outside and enjoy it! 

Hike, scoop in the pond, bird watch. Come and go as 

you please to this free family event. 

No registration required . 

Unless otherwise stated, all registration and 
program information can be found at  

LouisaCountyConservation.org  
 Call our office: 319-523-8381 

Send an email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 
 

“Like” us on Facebook for the 
 most up to date program information 

Mother’s Day on the Marsh 

Sunday, May 8; 9:00 am - 11:30 am 

Indian Slough Wildlife Area 

$10 canoe, $5 kayak, $2 bring your own boat 

Prepare to see birds and other mothers as we 

leisurely paddle, viewing wildlife and listening to the 

sounds of nature.  

Pre-registration required by Friday, May 6. 

 

 

 

Stay Connected with LCC 

Langwood Adventure Day 

Saturday, June 4; 8:00 am - Noon 

Langwood Education Center 

Find adventure fishing, paddling, pond scooping, shoot-

ing bows and arrows and more! This is your chance to 

climb to new heights at the Langwood Challenge 

Course. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Registration is requested for this FREE event! 

Warbler Walk 

Tuesday, May 3; 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Port Louisa Refuge Visitor Center 

Join us for a short hike as we look, listen and delight in 

the migrant songbirds arriving from near and far. 

Binoculars available for use. 

No registration required for this FREE event! 

Timber Management Hike 

Tuesday, April 5; 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Virginia Grove 

Hike with professional foresters to learn about timber 

management strategies. Children’s activities will also be 

provided. Refreshments will be served 

Registration is requested for this FREE event! 

Migration Madness 

Saturday, March 12; 9:00 am - Noon 

Inlet Tubes at Port Louisa Refuge  

Travel the Refuge auto tour route from the comfort of 

your vehicle,  viewing the spring bird migration.  

Spotting scopes will be set up at Fox Pond and 

Muscatine Slough.  This is a come and go event. 

No registration required for this FREE event! 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/love-your-county-parks-lop-a-little-learn-a-lot/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/love-your-county-parks-lop-a-little-learn-a-lot/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/hunter-education/
https://license.gooutdoorsiowa.com/Licensing/CustomerLookup.aspx
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/hike-a-park-chinkapin-bluffs/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/langwood-comes-alive/
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/mothers-day-on-the-marsh-2/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/langwood-adventure-day/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/warbler-walk/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/timber-management-hike-at-virginia-grove/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/migration-madness-2/
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 Louisa County Conservation 
2022 Summer Nature Camps 

Camps include nature exploration, hiking, games, crafts, and hands-on 

activities. Included in the camp fee are a daily snack and camp t-shirt. 

Nature Camp Registration Information 

Registration begins on Monday, April 11 at Noon.  

Unless specified, camps are held at Langwood Education Center. 

Contact Lana at lmccomb@louisacountyia.gov or 319-523-8381 with any questions! See you this summer! 

Outdoor Explorers 

July 18-21; 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Entering 3rd-4th Grade, Cost: $50 

Explore the wonders of nature’s web of life! We will 

go birding, mushroom hunting, insect catching, and 

paddling to discover habitat for all creatures great and 

small.  

Nature Detectives 

June 27-July 1; 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

Entering 2nd-3rd Grade, Cost: $45 

Get out your magnifying glass and solve nature mysteries. 

Who left those tracks? Whose scat is that? Who ate all the 

seeds? The woods, prairie, and pond are full of clues.  

Tadpole Camp 

June 20-24; 8:30 am-11:30 am 

Entering 1st-2nd Grade, Cost: $40 

From tadpoles to dragonflies, we will delight in the 

wonders of metamorphosis! Curious human “tadpoles” 

will explore the unique critters found at Langwood. 

Caterpillar Camp 

June 13-17; 8:30 am-11:30 am 

Entering K-1st Grade; Cost: $40 

Explore nature! We will adventure through Langwood as 

we learn about plants, water, animals, and the sky. Camp 

will end with a family fun day.  

River Raiders Louisa County 

Training day: June 8, 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Trip dates: July 6-8 

Entering 6th- 8th  Grade, Cost: $65 

 Paddle the beautiful Iowa River through Louisa 

County. We plan to camp 1 night at Snively 

Campground and 1 night at Virginia Grove. 

The Best of the Best 

August 2-4; 9:00 am– 3:00 pm  

Entering 5th-6th Grade, Cost: $55 

Practice your outdoor survival skills! Be ready for any 

adventure; outdoor cooking, fire building, paddling, and 

hiking plus try the Langwood Ropes Course.  

Great Escape 

July 13-15; 9:00 am - 2:00 pm  

 Entering 4th-5th Grade; Cost: $50 

Escape to the Prairie! Each day we will meet at the 

LCC office and travel to a different Louisa County 

prairie. Catch critters, meet animals, dig in the dirt, and 

explore the joys of native grasses and flowers! 

Online registration and payment can be made 
through MyCountyParks.com.  

 
You will need to create a MyCountyParks.com 

account in order to register.  
This is an easy process that only needs to be 

completed once.  
Do it today and save time on registration day! 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Login.aspx?l=10104875
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Doing the right thing with a junk pile 
By Laura Semken, Naturalist 

Time to take that pile of dusty junk to the dump. 

But wait, not all that stuff is actually solid waste, 

destined to be buried in the earth forever. I bet some of 

that stuff can be cleaned up and donated to a thrift shop 

or maybe it can be recycled. Plus, some items are 

unsafe to bury in a landfill.  

Junk that should never be buried includes 

Household Hazardous Materials like poison and motor 

oil. It also includes Electronic Waste like televisions, 

computer monitors, keyboards, speakers, tablets, 

copiers and anything with a screen. Electronic waste 

contains precious metals that can be reused to make 

new devices. It also contains metals that pose a public 

health threat if disposed improperly so they should not 

be buried, burned or thrown in a river.  

To find out how to do the right thing, visit 

louisacountyia.gov then click on the Government drop 

down at the top of the page and find Departments G-Z. 

Next click on Transfer Station/Recycling. Once on 

this page look to the sidebar on the right and find 

Household Hazardous Materials. If you want to find 

out how to sort your solid waste for recycling, click on 

Louisa County Transfer Station instead. When you 

scroll down the page, there is a handy chart that 

explains what can be recycled for free (glass, paper, 

metal cans) and what costs a little bit of money 

(appliances, tires, e-waste, solid waste).  

The Louisa Transfer Station wants to help you do 

the right thing; reuse and recycle as much as possible 

and as a last resort, weigh it as solid waste, destined to 

be buried in the earth forever. Thanks in advance for 

doing your part to keep Louisa County’s air, soil and 

water clean! 

 

LCC STAFF 

Katie Hammond 
Jeff Snyder  
Noah Robb 

Lana Artz-McComb 
Laura Semken 
Dani Boysen 

12635 County Road G56, Suite 101 
Wapello, IA  52653 

319-523-8381; Conservation@louisacountyia.gov  
LouisaCountyConservation.org 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Elizabeth Kling 
Sam Willson 
Brad Quigley 
Josh Hardin 

Teresa Coleman 

CFLC Grants 

We are excited to announce the following grants 

received from the Community Foundation of Louisa 

County (CFLC). 

The Eden Park Playground received $5,100 to assist 

in building a new, natural-looking playground at Eden 

Park, NW of Columbus Junction. 

A project for Toolesboro Mounds National Historic 

Landmark received $2,413 for erosion prevention 

seeding and to create a series of educational panels 

taking visitors through the timeline of Louisa County.  

The Love Your County Parks grant provides $1,000 

in funding for the stewardship programs, “Lop a little, 

Love a Lot” where volunteers can learn about invasive 

species and help improve their parks!   

Finally, a $642 grant was received that will 

distribute “Books for Teachers.” The books will be  

used to help introduce topics that will be explored on 

Field Trips with Louisa County Naturalists throughout 

the year! 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation also received a 

grant to create a pop-up display and brochures to help 

promote tourism on the Great River Road in Louisa 

County! Thanks, CFLC! 

Louisa County Transfer Station 
Drop Off Recycling and Waste Disposal  

Open Monday-Friday: 8 am - 4 pm 

Open Saturday: 9 am - Noon 

14048 70th St  Wapello, IA 52653 

Questions? 319-523-5013 
 

Household recycling– FREE 

Tires, e-waste, appliance recycling– 
small fee 

louisacountyia.gov 

Facebook: Louisa County Transfer Station 
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Roy J. Carver Trust 

The Eden Park Playground has been awarded an 

$80,000 grant from the Roy J. Carver Charitable Trust.  

This funding will be matched with a CFLC grant 

(below) and a grant from the Eden Park Trust. Keep an 

eye out for more information on this fun project! 

https://louisacountyia.gov/
https://louisacountyia.gov/government/departments-g-z/louisa-regional-solid-waste-agency/
https://louisacountyia.gov/government/departments-g-z/louisa-regional-solid-waste-agency/household-hazardous-materials/
https://louisacountyia.gov/government/departments-g-z/louisa-regional-solid-waste-agency/louisa-county-transfer-station/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/
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 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2, Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-527-8068 

Pam Wright; Conservation Assistant  
pam.wright@usda.gov 

. 

Visit the *NEW* Website! 

By Lana Artz-McComb, Assistant Commissioner 

The Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) is pleased to announce that we have 

a new website located at louisacountyiaswcd.org.  

This website, in addition to Facebook, is now the 

central resource for those wishing to explore the wide 

range of services that your local Soil and Water 

Conservation District can assist you with. 

 

• Conservation Practices 

• State and Federal Programs 

• Connect with SWCD partners 

• Scholarships and Grants 

• Access Fundraising Sale Information 

• Calendar of Events for SE Iowa  

SWCD  Commissioners:  

Jonathon Ball      
Kathy Dice 

Dan Vogeler 
Betsy Evans 
Drew Yotter 

Who are we? 

The Louisa County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) provides citizens of Louisa County 

with technical, financial, and educational resources for 

the conservation and wise use of Louisa County’s 

natural resources.  

SWCD Commissioners are elected at the general 

elections on a non-partisan basis for four-year terms. 

Only one commissioner may reside in any single 

township.  

A resource team provides the technical work 

required to fulfill SWCD programs. The resource team 

includes a soil conservationist, a resource 

conservationist technicians, a district conservationist, 

and a conservation assistant.  

For more information on the Louisa County SWCD 

visit louisacountyiaswcd.org 

 

https://louisacountyiaswcd.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LouisaCounty.Conservation.Iowa/
https://louisacountyiaswcd.org/


 

 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Timber Management Hike at Virginia 
Grove Recreation Area 

Hike with professional foresters to learn more about 

timber management strategies, Tuesday, April 5th from 

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm at Virginia Grove. Rain date will be 

Wednesday, April 6th, same time and place. During the 

program participants will get to see timber management 

strategies currently being applied to Virginia Grove 

during a short hike of less than 1-mile.  

 

Be prepared to sharpen your identification skills of 

both trees and invasive species. Timber management 

programs and assistance that is available to landowners 

will also be covered. Families are welcome to attend. 

Louisa County Conservation naturalists will be guiding 

children's activities during the hike. Bring your own 

picnic dinner before the program if you like. 

Refreshments will be served. 

Managing your timber to benefit oak regeneration 

has never been more important! Habitat that includes oak 

trees supports so many different species of wildlife such 

as mammals, birds and insects. For example, over 400 

species of butterflies and moths depend on oak trees 

for survival. 

This program is hosted by Louisa County 

Conservation, Iowa State University Extension and 

Outreach, Iowa Department of Natural Resources and 

the National Wild Turkey Federation. 

Registration is recommended for this free program 

through Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 

Louisa County. All ages are welcome but children 

under the age of 16 need to be supervised by an adult.  

For more information and to register, call 

Samantha Jamison at 319-523-2371 x203, email 

Jamison1@iastate.edu or check the Facebook page: 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Louisa 

County.  

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  

Conservation Officer - 563-260-1225 
Joseph.Fourdyce@dnr.iowa.gov  

District Forester - 319-523-2216 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

Fisheries Biologist - 319-694-2430 
Chad.Dolan@dnr.iowa.gov 

Wildlife Biologist - 319-551-8459 
Andy.Robbins@dnr.iowa.gov  

www.iowadnr.gov 
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https://louisacountyconservation.org/lccb_areas/virginia-grove-recreation-area/
http://www.iowadnr.gov


 

 

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION 
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The Mission of Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation is to provide funds for the protection and 
enhancement of the natural resources in the environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa 
and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa.  

The Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation 
for good land stewardship.  It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional 
and quasi-public programs. 

Enclosed is my donation for:    

___$25  ___$50  ___$100 ___$250  

___$500 ___$1,000 ___Other ______________   

Name or Business_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
Return this form and payment to: 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
        12635 County Road G56, Suite 106 
        Wapello, IA 52653 

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN LOUISA COUNTY  

Please earmark my donation for: 
___ Langwood Improvements 

___ Louisa County Trails Council 

___ TRCF Scholarship 

___ Environmental Education 

___ Use my donation where needed most 

___ Other: ________________________ 

General Donations are payable to: 
       Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
 
 Endowment Funds are payable to: 

Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)  

___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund 

___ Trails Endowment Fund 

___ Paris Scholarship Endowment 

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION RESPECTFULLY ACCEPTS AND HONORS MEMORIAL DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 

 

12635 CR G56, Suite 106,  

Wapello, Iowa 52653 

319-523-8381    

tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov  

www.tri-rivers.org 

Conservation Scholarships Available  
Tri-Rivers will be giving out two $1,000 

scholarships. Both scholarships will be given to 
applicants who are either high school seniors or college 
students, pursuing a degree in natural resources or a 
related field. A person could receive both if qualified and 
candidates are eligible to receive the scholarship more 
than once.   

The Paris Scholarship is for students living in 
Louisa County or attending a Louisa County High School 
who plan to attend an Iowa college or university. This 
legacy started in 2009 to honor the life of William “Bill” 
Paris, a lifelong outdoor enthusiast.   

The Tri-Rivers Director’s Scholarship is for 
students who live in the Louisa Resource Area (a little 
bigger circle, including Louisa County and neighboring 
cities/schools).  Participants may attend any college or 
university for this scholarship, applicants are not limited 
to an Iowa school. 

Scholarship applications can be found on the Tri-
Rivers Conservation Foundation website at: 

Tri-rivers.org/scholarships/ 

Deadline to apply is May 1, 2022 at noon. 

Al & Dianne Bohling 
Al Paris 
Brian Blackwell 
Doug & Becky Paris 
Carolyn Bartenhagen 
Dan & Sue Vogeler 
Don & Marge Kline 
Hy-Vee, Muscatine 
Jay & Sue Schweitzer 

Jim Rudisill 
Joe Furlong 
John & Nancy Hayes 
Kevin & Teresa Schaper 
Larry & Karen Minnis 
Lee & Mary Roudybush 
Steve & Janie Schomberg 
Steve & Kathy Johnson 
 

https://www.tri-rivers.org/make-a-donation
http://www.tri-rivers.org
https://www.tri-rivers.org/scholarships/
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“I will be the gladdest thing under the sun! I will touch a hundred flowers and not pick one.” 
―Edna St. Vincent Millay  

 

 

 Printed on recycled paper 

Save a tree!  

Receive this newsletter via email.   

Conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

and ask to be put on the email list. 

If you want this newsletter 
 in larger print 

call 319-523-8381. 

To get on the mailing list for this FREE   

newsletter or make address corrections: 

Call: 319-523-8381 

Email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

Louisa County Summer Rec  

Summer Rec is sponsored by each city and 

provided by Louisa County Conservation.  

9:00 am - Noon 

Cost: Free! 

Columbus Junction - Chautauqua Park  
July 11-15: Grade  K - 2 

August 1-5: Grade 3 - 6 

Grandview - Academy Park 

June 13-15: Kindergarten – Grade 6 

Morning Sun - Locust Grove Park 

June 20-24: Grade 3 - 6 

July 18-22: Grade K - 2 

Wapello - South End Park 

June  27-July 1: Grade 3 - 6 

July 5 - 8: Grade K - 2 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative collaboration between government agencies, private organizations and 

individuals interested in showcasing the natural and cultural resources of Louisa County, Iowa. 


