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MyCountyParks.com 
By Katie Hammond, Director 

Big changes are on the horizon for 
Louisa County Conservation. Beginning 
March 1, 2022 we will be up and running to 
accept online reservations through 
MyCountyParks.com. 

Our goal is for guests to have the ability 
to reserve and pay for the following 
amenities online: 

• Langwood Education Center 

• Picnic shelters at Chinkapin Bluffs, 
Virginia Grove and Flaming Prairie  

• Campsites at Snively, Virginia Grove 
and Flaming Prairie 

• Nature Camp Registration 

• Environmental education and public 
program reservations 

We are telling you now so you can start 
making plans. Campsites will be available 
for reservations a year in advance and 
facilities two-years in advance. We have 
some very loyal guests who we think will 
love these options. 

In order to use the website, people are 
encouraged to create a FREE account. It will 
ask for your basic information and allow 
you to mark the counties of interest and the 
activities you enjoy participating in. 

We are already 
beginning to use the site 
for event registrations. 
Winter Nature Camp 
registrations will be one of 
the first opportunities to 
use the site. 

MyCountyParks.com 
is a website that includes 
all 99 County 
Conservation Boards in 
Iowa.  It is a fantastic 
place to find all things 
county conservation 

www.LouisaCountyConservation.org 

including places to hike, hunt, fish, boat 
and more. The “ICCS’s Guide to Outdoor 
Adventure” is featured on the site as well.  

MyCountyParks.com allows users to 
make reservations for over 250 camping 
cabins, 764 shelters and 11,000+ 
campsites across the state. Guests can see 
available dates and reserve amenities 
online.  More than 26,000 public events 
are also publicized annually on the site and 
can be searched by county and/or activity. 
CCB’s have an annual economic impact of 
an estimated $609 Million. 

MyCountyParks.com is also the 
premier place to look for permanent and 
seasonal jobs, if you want to work for a 
County Conservation Board! 

The ability to take online reservations 
and payments is something we have been 
working toward for quite some time and 
we are excited to be able to offer this 
convenience to our visitors. 

Find & like MCP on Facebook: 
@ICCS.IACCBsince1955.   

Please note, areas that are owned and 
managed by the Iowa DNR or Fish & 
Wildlife Service are not included (unless a 
CCB manages the area for them).  
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https://www.mycountyparks.com/Default.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/AccountRegistration.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Louisa/Park/Virginia-Grove-Recreation-Area/Events/19442/Winter-Nature-Camp-Virginia-Grove.aspx
https://www.mycountyparks.com/County/Louisa/Park/Virginia-Grove-Recreation-Area/Events/19442/Winter-Nature-Camp-Virginia-Grove.aspx
http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69&Itemid=435
https://www.pageturnpro.com/MyCountyParkscom/98665-County-Conservation-Guide-to-Outdoor-Adventure/flex.html#page/1
https://www.pageturnpro.com/MyCountyParkscom/98665-County-Conservation-Guide-to-Outdoor-Adventure/flex.html#page/1
https://www.mycountyparks.com/Jobs/Default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/ICCS.IACCBsince1955/about/?ref=page_internal
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Louisa County Staycation 
By: Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

Looking for a great day of activities without 

having to travel far from home? Let’s explore Louisa 

County! This staycation highlights a route in northern 

Louisa County that is an estimated 5-6 hour adventure 

depending on how long you spend at each area and 

how much walking you’d like to do.  

Stop 1: Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge 

10728 Co. Rd. X61, Wapello, IA 52653 

Park in the parking area at the refuge headquarters 

(the building is closed due to COVID). There are 

outdoor interpretive panels to introduce you to the 

area. Follow the sidewalk to the observation deck 

where you can look through spotting scopes to view 

the Refuge below.  

Hike along the nature trail that starts just south of 

the observation deck. The trail takes you in a loop 

down the bluff and then back up to the parking lot with 

some interpretive displays along the way. The 

highlight is definitely the enormous sycamore trees, 

some of the largest in the state! 

Stop 2: Wetland Interpretive Trail at Langwood  

14019 H Ave, Wapello, IA 52653 

Opened in 2020, the Wetland Interpretive Trail at 

Langwood is a .5-mile loop on hard-packed, crushed 

lime with 14 vibrant interpretive panels showcasing the 

importance of wetlands and all the plants and animals 

that call them home. Visitors can also fish at the pond 

and hike the mowed perimeter trail.  

Visitors can pull into the circle driveway off of H 

Ave and park in the gravel parking lot near the 

interpretive trailhead. This area is adjacent to the 

Langwood Education Center which is reservation only.  

Stop 3: Convict Road 

Located east of Fredonia, on 214th Ave.  

Signs on Hwy 92 

will direct you to the 

Convict Road 

interpretive displays 

which tell the story of 

the 1.5-mile concrete 

road built in 1914 by 

convict labor. It was 

one of the first concrete roads built in a rural area in 

the nation. Built by convict labor from Anamosa, IA, 

this road leads from the impassable sand banks on the 

Iowa River east out of Fredonia. The road stretches 

from Hwy 92 to the River Forks Access on the Iowa 

River.   

Lunch in Columbus Junction 

There is something for everyone to eat here! Feast 

on a classic bar and grill lunch at 92 Roadhouse, dine 

on traditional Mexican food at Antojitos Carmen, or 

pop into one of the small grocery stores along Main St.  

Stop 4: Lover’s Leap Swinging Bridge 

303 Oak St., Columbus Junction, IA 52738 

Look for the white pergola as you drive up to the 

top of the Hwy 92 hill over downtown Columbus 

Junction. Get ready to grab hold of the cables, steady 

yourself, and enjoy this unique swinging bridge. Also 

known as Lover’s Leap Bridge, the first version was 

built in 1886. The current bridge was built in 1920.  

After your bridge adventure, take a hike on the 

Possum Hollow Trail that leads down into the ravine 

from the bridge parking lot and be sure to sign the 

visitor log.  

Stop 5: Hoover Nature Trail at Chinkapin Bluffs 

101 Fairground Rd., 

Columbus Junction, IA 

52738 

The trailhead is located on 

the far south side of the 

Louisa County Fair 

Grounds, just west of the 

grandstand.  

This 2 mile segment was recently resurfaced with 

hard-packed crushed lime. It is relatively flat and runs 

along the base of the bluff following the old railbed of 

the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific Railroad. The 

trail dead-ends at private property.  

Intrepid hikers can continue their journey by 

following  side trails up the steep and rugged bluff  into 

Chinkapin Bluffs Recreation Area. Follow the color 

coded purple trail to the yellow trail to get to the shelter, 

playground, and restrooms before continuing on the 

purple trail back down to close the loop (~1 mile) and 

return to the Hoover Nature Trail.  

For more information: 

Visit LouisaCountyConservation.org for more 

information and to view maps of Stops 2, 3, and 5. 

Information on Stop 1 can be found at fws.gov/refuge/

port_louisa. The City of Columbus Junction can be 

found on Facebook or reached at 319-728-7971. 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/lccb_areas/louisa-interpretive-center/
https://www.tri-rivers.org/1914-build-convict-road-fredonia
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068794406720&ref=py_c
https://louisacountyconservation.org/lccb_areas/hoover-nature-trail/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/lccb_areas/chinkapin-bluffs-recreation-area/
http://louisacountyconservation.org/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068794406720&ref=py_c
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PORT LOUISA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

10728 Cty Rd X61,   
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

  319-523-6982 

Office Hours:   
M-F, 7:30 - 4:00 PM 

fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa 
facebook.com/portlouisaNWR 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance 
fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a 
leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, 
stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service.  
For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 

Managing Water Levels at the 

Refuge 

By Rose Trometer, USFWS Biotechnician 

Fall is one of the best times of year at Port Louisa 

National Wildlife Refuge! Migrating waterfowl are 

making their way south along the Mississippi River 

and they need rest stops during their journey.  

The Refuge is a critical stop-over point for these 

migrating waterfowl. This means that most 

management activities on the Refuge are for the 

improvement or maintenance of waterfowl habitat.  

This year has been especially busy for Refuge 

staff. Due to low water levels on the Mississippi River, 

we were able to bring in heavy equipment to disturb 

and reset our moist soil units. Many of the units were 

overrun by undesirable vegetation, such as bulrush 

monocultures, bur reed, and willow trees, which are 

not ideal for waterfowl habitat.  

About 187 acres of the moist soil units in the 

Louisa Division were mowed. Mowing helps set back 

plant growth of herbaceous and woody vegetation. It is 

particularly useful at knocking back tree growth which 

is vital to maintaining open habitat in our wetlands. 

Herbicide was applied before mowing in several 

areas to provide a more effective treatment because it 

puts additional stress on trees and other undesirable 

plants reducing any regrowth.  

The next step was to disc. Discing disturbs the 

ground and stimulates the germination of many native 

annual wetland plants within the seed bank. These 

native seeds provide a suite of nutrients and amino 

acids crucial to successful migration (think balanced 

diet). Discing is also a way to prep a unit for seeding.  

If the seed bank does not produce desirable 

wetland vegetation, then seeding a unit is another 

option to outcompete invasive species. The Refuge 

seeded about 50 acres this past year, half millet and 

half rye. Both are great food for migrating ducks and 

geese. 

Managing water levels is the number one most 

important aspect of proper moist soil management. 

After many years of flooding during the growing 

season, the river stayed in her banks most of 2020 and 

2021 allowing Refuge staff to start and complete a 

myriad of habitat projects.  

Water from the moist soil units drains into Fox 

Pond. During the summer, Refuge staff turned on the 

pump at Fox Pond, and sent the water into Odessa. 

When mudflats are exposed, native grasses and forbs 

grow and provided excellent habitat and a robust seed 

source when the Refuge raises water levels in the fall. 

In addition to pumping water, Refuge staff modified 

water conveyance to allow for better drainage of water. 

Ideal water depths for dabbling ducks is 6 to 18 inches 

of water. 

For the past two field seasons, Refuge staff have 

had an opportunity to enhance habitat, improve 

infrastructure, and reset units after years of heavy 

flooding. Port Louisa is looking forward to a great fall 

migration. 

Waterfowl on Fox Pond; Louisa Division.  
Photo: USFWS/Marcie Kapsch 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://www.facebook.com/PortLouisaNWR/?rf=138948706129730
https://www.fws.gov/
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Creating a Home for Birds 
By Laura Semken, Naturalist 

Louisa County Conservation is gathering ideas to 

become even more bird friendly in 2022. We encourage 

you to join with us in making Louisa County bird 

friendly.  

The easiest way to start is by making sure our 

homes are bird friendly. Window strikes are a big 

problem and, with a few easy changes, we can make 

sure birds aren’t hitting our homes.  

Why do birds strike windows? 

Birds don't understand the concept of glass. They 

only see a safe space past the glass. Glass appears to be 

habitat they can fly into, whether that habitat is 

reflected or visible through the glass. 

How many birds are injured? 

Up to 1 billion birds die after hitting windows in the 

U.S. each year, and almost 50% of these hit home 

windows. 

How can I stop birds from flying into my windows? 

Create a visual barrier of shapes for birds to see 

using tape, string, decals, contact paper or wax paper. 

Shapes could be dots, stripes or window cut outs that 

are stuck onto the glass. Place the shapes no more than 

2 inches apart.  

Make window strikes less deadly by keeping bird 

feeders 3 feet or closer to windows.  

Get crafty and save the birds!  

Trace silhouettes of birds onto contact paper (good 

for outdoor use), wax paper or simply cut out shapes of 

birds printed from the computer. Templates are easy to 

find online. Glue the 

paper to the inside 

of the window using 

this homemade glue 

recipe.  

Homemade white 

glue: 

Combine 1/4 c 

cornstarch, 3/4 tsp 

white vinegar, 1/2 

tsp salt, and 1 c hot water in a pot and stir over medium 

heat. Bring to a simmer and keep stirring until it 

becomes translucent. Store in the refrigerator for up to 2 

weeks in an upcycled container. 

Thank you for helping the birds!  

Examples of bird silhouettes used on 
the windows of the LCC offices kept in 

place with homemade glue.  
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2021 Friend of Conservation Award 
Duane and Ann Lewis 

The Louisa County Conservation Board and Staff 

are pleased to honor Duane and Ann Lewis with the 

2021 Friend of Conservation Award.  

Duane and Ann never hesitate to donate their time, 

building skills, and baking skills. Whether volunteering 

at the Louisa County Fair, helping with the Halloween 

Hike, or folding the Naturally Louisa County 

Newsletter, the Lewis’ can always be counted on to 

show up with smiles and something delicious to eat!  

Outside of LCC, Duane helps with FFA soil 

judging contests, with the Soil and Water Conservation 

District native tree and fish sales, and building 

waterfowl boxes. Both Duane and Ann are very active 

in their church community in Crawfordsville.  

Congratulations, Duane and Ann! Thank you for 

everything you have done and will do for Conservation! 

LCC Board Member Sam Willson presents the award to Duane 
and Ann Lewis at the September 2021 Conservation Picnic 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/
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99 Counties, 99 Parks 
By: Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

With more than 2,000 county parks to choose from, 

selecting the perfect park can be daunting. That’s why 

the state of Iowa launched a new campaign called “99 

Counties, 99 Parks,” highlighting one county 

conservation-managed park in each of Iowa’s 99 

counties.  

Find county parks near you by visiting 

traveliowa.com/99parks. There are also downloadable 

guides including car games, fishing 101, and family fun 

ideas to help you on your journey.  

Iowa’s County Conservation System partnered with 

the Iowa Tourism Office to install selfie stations in 

parks for an added element of 

social media fun.  

Louisa County Conservation’s 

highlighted park is Cairo Woods 

Wildlife Area located at 9032 S 

Ave. Columbus Junction, IA 

52738. This area is a favorite for 

berry picking, mushrooming, 

hiking, horseback riding, and 

hunting of all kinds.  

The selfie station is located on 

the purple trail as it heads away 

from the Main Access parking lot. 

A trail map is found at the Main 

Access parking lot or can be 

downloaded on the LCC website.  

 

 

Bobbi and Tanner Donovan making excellent use  
of the Cairo Woods Selfie Station.  

The Cairo Woods 
Selfie Station.  

99 Parks Photo Contest  “Love Louisa County” 

Cairo Woods and Louisa County Conservation will be highlighted the week of Sept. 19, 2022. We want to 

encourage as many people as possible to visit ALL of the Louisa County Conservation Areas in 2022.  

Submit your photo(s) by Sept. 1, 2022. Prizes for each category will be given based on public voting and the 

photos will be featured during the week of Sept. 19th.  

Categories include: Best Selfie at the Cairo Woods Selfie Station, Landscape, Wildlife, Fungus, On the 

Water, Families in Nature, Let’s Get Silly!, Photos taken by Youth (>18 year olds) 

 

Three Ways to Submit Your Entry  

Option 1: Post to Instagram or Facebook using these four hashtags:   

#cairowoodswildlifearea (change to the area where the photo is taken) #thisisiowa 

#mycountyparks #louisacountyconservation  

Option 2:  Tag Louisa County Conservation on Facebook  

Option 3: Email your photo(s) to conservation@louisacountyia.gov 
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https://www.traveliowa.com/99parks/
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Christmas Bird Count 

Thursday, Dec. 16; 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 

Meet at Columbus Junction Public Library 

Calling all birders to the Audubon’s Christmas Bird 

Count in Louisa County! 

 Each year thousands of 

people all over the country count 

birds in their area and then report 

their observations. Volunteers 

will drive routes throughout 

Louisa County, stopping to count 

birds along the way.  

We are looking for more 

advanced birders to be route 

leaders as well as volunteers to 

help with the counts. If you have 

eyes and/or ears, we have a volunteer spot for you! 

Pre-registration required by Dec. 15 

Winter Nature Camp 

Tuesday, Dec. 28; 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

 Virginia Grove Recreation Area 

Wednesday, Dec. 29; 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

Flaming Prairie Park 

$5/child 

Let’s have a Winter Nature Camp “camp out” - 

everything we love about camping without spending the 

night in the cold. We will set up tents, cook snacks over 

a campfire, use flashlights to explore, make a craft, and 

more!  

Geared towards children K-6th grade. Campers are 

welcome to attend both days, the activities will be the 

same but the place we are exploring is different! 

Pre-registration required by Dec. 22 

Gifts from Nature 

Thursday, Dec 2; 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

Free  

Celebrate earth’s bounty by 

making gifts from nature for 

your family! Join in on this 

drop-in program to enjoy an 

evening of making gifts from 

nature like pinecone owls 

and wreaths.  

Popcorn and hot cocoa will 

be provided to help us get 

into the holiday spirit.  

Pre-registration required 

by Dec. 1  

Noon Year’s Eve Celebration 

Thursday, Dec. 30; 10:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Chinkapin Bluffs Recreation Area 

$2/child 

Ring in 2022, nature-style! Outdoor adventures, 

nature activities, and crafts stations will be set out for all 

to enjoy. We will gather together for a countdown to a 

Noon birdseed toss with a grape juice toast to ring in the 

New Year! 

A campfire and snacks will keep us warm. This 

celebration will be fun for the entire family! Children 

under 16 must be accompanied by an adult.  

 Feel free to stay for the entire time or come just in 

time for the countdown. RSVP on the Facebook event 

to let us (and others) know you are coming! 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/womens-outdoor-workshop/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/mushroom-foray-and-feast-at-langwood/


 

 

LOUISA COUNTY CONSERVATION EVENTS 

Unless otherwise stated, all registration and 
program information can be found at  

LouisaCountyConservation.org  
 Call our office: 319-523-8381 

Send an email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 
 

“Like” us on Facebook for the 
 most up to date program information 
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Stay Connected with LCC 

Upcycle Crafts 
Saturday, Jan. 22; 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

Free 

Enjoy an afternoon of crafting and 

hiking. We will be upcycling antique 

glass soda bottles into hanging vases plus 

other crafting surprises!  

The trails at Langwood will also be 

open for exploring. Hot cocoa, popcorn 

and a roaring fire inside. Run out your 

sillies outside.  

Pre-registration required by Jan. 21 

All About Birds 
Sunday, Feb. 20; 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

Free 

Langwood is beautiful in the winter as birds flock 

to the feeders in the woods. Discover the wonderful 

world of birds then choose your favorite! Make your 

chosen bird out of critter playdough and watch it get 

nibbled at the bird blind. Snacks for humans will also 

be provided.  

Pre-registration requested 

Izaak Walton Fish Fry Fridays 
January 21 

February 18 

March 18 

6:00 pm at the IKE’s Clubhouse 

10892 Co Rd X 61, Wapello, IA 52653 

Great food, great friends, great time! These all you 

can eat fundraisers support your local IWLA chapter. 

 

The people in this list have helped with: the 2021 
Pick-N-Paddles, Halloween Hike, newsletter folding, 
and more. We appreciate the support from our 
community!  

Jan Ball 
Dani Boysen 
Patricia Hamman 
Doris Harris 
Debbie Snyder 
Connie Veach 
Michelle Gerst 
Donna Williams 
Jill Hoben 
Jenna Kuntz 
Holly Shutt 
Tanya Purdy 
Carol Hinkle 
Nancy Carlson 
Shawn Hawks 
JoEl and Ethan Hirsh 
Cassie Hollingsworth 
Duane and Ann Lewis 
Bev Paris  
Bill Hingst 
Brad Kerr 
Carie Murray 
Carol Kaalberg 
Chris Ciasto 
Connie Johnson 
Dustin Meeker 
Fenna Semken 
Gary Shoppa 
Gennifer Shoppa-Garrison 
Henry Hingst 

Honey Creek Timbers 
Jack Brannon 
Jake Shoppa 
Jason Beeding 
Jason Garrison 
Jessica Beck 
Jessica Motto 
Jimmy West 
JJ Wagner 
Jodee Hand 
Kenzie Hammond 
Kate Lanz 
Kathy Dice 
Kevin Buffington  
Kevin Terry 
Kevin Tose 
Lane Nowak 
Lee Roudybush 
Linda Lueders 
Mary Wieth 
Meaghan Buffington 
Meaghan Terry 
Mike Jasper 
Mindi Yerington 
Noel Bright 
Rob Murray 
Rose Trometer 
Stacy Bright 
Strawberry Philips 

http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
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It’s Winter...What About the 
Wildlife? 
By Holly Shutt, Wildlife Biologist 

Here we are in December (well I am writing this in 

November when the weather has still been 70 degrees) 

and the trees have lost their leaves and the grasses have 

gone dormant for the year. We may wonder what 

happens to all the wildlife especially after last winter 

where we had a rather mild fall, but on December 29th 

winter hit hard with a layer of ice followed by cold and 

snow that didn’t leave until the end of February. In 

winters like last, habitat is so important to help wildlife 

survive and even thrive.  

Keeping pheasants and quail in mind, two things are 

hard on population: weather and habitat. Having good 

winter habitat consists of having quality grass for the 

roosting, shrubs, food, and shelterbelts. Food should be 

near cover so that birds don’t have to be out in the 

elements or risk predation to feed. How a hen comes 

through winter can impact her nesting success in the 

spring. Keeping birds healthy and strong through the 

winter is very important for overall survival.  

Shrub rows or down-

tree structures (edge-

feathering) can 

provide good nesting 

areas for tunnel 

nesting bees along 

with great cover for 

bobwhite quail and 

other wildlife that 

utilize timber edges. 

Quail need to have a 

shrubby component 

on the landscape. 

They (like pheasants) 

would rather run than fly so having this habitat 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Wapello......(319)527-2835 
Toll Free.....(800)754-8050 

Fire, Smoke & Water 
Cleanup & Restoration 

 

component to quickly “duck” into while escaping a 

predator is important. It also provides a bobwhite quail 

covey (group) a location to covey up (huddle) during a 

winter storm event.  

Insects are also an important aspect of keeping 

pheasants and quail healthy 

and happy. Most of the time, 

myself included, when we 

think of insects we think of 

flowers. Flowers play an 

important role in a grassland 

(prairie) ecosystem. Having 

a diverse grassland, in turn, 

helps diversify the insect/

pollinator population. 

However, in southeast Iowa, 

we have a lot of timber. 

Timber plays an important 

role for insects too. A 

variety of native trees and 

shrubs provide 

overwintering habitat for our butterflies, moths, and 

bumble bees.  

If you have questions about winter habitat needs or 

enhancements to your property,  please contact me.  

 
Holly Shutt |Certified Wildlife Biologist  

|Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist III  

Pheasants Forever, Inc. and Quail Forever   

3625 Flint Ridge Dr.   Burlington, IA 52601 

p. (319) 752-6432   hshutt@pheasantsforever.org 

www.PheasantsForever.org  

www.QuailForever.org  

PF Blog  

On The Wing  

Facebook Page 

Quail need shrubby habitat to shelter 
from predators and the weather.  

Using downed trees as edge feathering to improve habitat 

Cecropia moths are one of 
the many species that use 
the timber to overwinter 
as a cocoon.  

mailto:sriley@pheasantsforever.org
http://www.pheasantsforever.org/
http://www.QuailForever.org
http://www.pheasantblog.org/
http://www.pheasantsforever.org/page/1/OnTheWing.jsp
http://www.facebook.com/pheasantsforever
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 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2, Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-523-6411    

Pam Wright; Conservation Assistant  
pam.wright@usda.gov 

. 

Leave the Leaves! 

From  Xerces Society Article by Justin Wheeler 
xerces.org; 10/6/17 

One of the most valuable things you can do to 

support pollinators and other invertebrates is to provide 

them with the winter cover they need in the form of fall 

leaves and standing dead plant material.  

It may be habitual, a matter of social conditioning, 

or a holdover of outdated gardening practices from 

yesteryear—but for whatever reason, we just can’t 

seem to help ourselves —raking, mowing, and blowing 

away a bit of nature that is essential to the survival of 

moths, butterflies, snails, spiders, and dozens of 

arthropods. That’s why this year—and every year—we 

are making the case for leaving the leaves.  

While monarch migration is a well-known 

phenomenon, it’s not the norm when it comes to 

butterflies. In fact, the vast majority of butterflies and 

moths overwinter in the landscape as an egg, 

caterpillar, chrysalis, or adult. In all but the warmest 

climates, these butterflies use leaf litter for winter 

cover.  

Beyond butterflies, bumble bees also rely on leaf 

litter for protection. At the end of summer, mated 

queen bumble bees burrow only an inch or two into the 

earth to hibernate for winter. An extra thick layer of 

leaves is welcome protection from the elements. There 

are so many animals that live in leaves: spiders, snails, 

worms, beetles, millipedes, mites, and more—that 

support the chipmunks, turtles, birds, and amphibians 

that rely on these insects for food. 

It’s easy to see how important leaves really are to 

sustaining the natural web of life. 

SWCD  Commissioners:  

Jonathon Ball      
Kathy Dice 

Dan Vogeler 
Betsy Evans 

Connect with Louisa County Soil and 

Water Conservation District  

Stay up to date with 

the latest information by 

liking the SWCD 

Facebook page.  

You’ll find information on the annual tree and fish 

sales, NRCS program sign-up, landowner and producer 

workshops, webinars, grant opportunities, and more.  

Louisa-Muscatine Soil Judging Team 

Congratulations to the L-M FFA soil judging team 

for placing 4th overall at the 2021 SE District FFA soil 

judging career development event. They qualified for 

the State contest which was held in October! Dagan 

Wagner was 7th overall individually and Jacob 

Schreiber was 9th overall individually out of 161 kids 

from chapters across southeast Iowa.  

In the contests, students had to identify soil 

landscape positions, slope, horizons, textures, structures, 

and colors. Based on the characteristics of the soil, they 

made recommendations on how to manage the soil for 

agriculture and building purposes.  

https://xerces.org/blog/leave-the-leaves
https://www.facebook.com/LouisaCounty.Conservation.Iowa
https://www.facebook.com/LouisaCounty.Conservation.Iowa
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Great River Road, Louisa County 
The Great River Road is a National Scenic Byway.  

It follows the Mississippi River on its 3,000-plus mile 

journey from Lake Itasca, Minnesota to the Gulf of 

Mexico. The official, signed route can be followed on 

both the east and west sides of the Mississippi, passing 

through 10 states and hundreds of river towns.  

The Great River Road has been federally deemed an 

“All American Road” AND many people call it the “Best 

Drive in America!” People from all over the United 

States as well as other countries have heard of the 

Mississippi River and travel great lengths to take in the 

scenic views and glistening waves. 

These federal designations are due not only to the 

beauty of the drive and the great length, but also the 

attractions along the way.  There are countless parks and 

natural areas that offer great hikes or camping.  There are 

also countless museums, cultural and historical sites and 

other points of interest along the way.   

Iowa has about 328-miles of the GRR passing 

through the 10 Mississippi River border counties.  The 

Iowa Tourism Industry does a great job of helping to 

promote this resource for Iowa. Website visitors can 

request a guide, map, brochure or sample itineraries. 

Louisa County is fortunate to have the Mississippi 

River as our eastern border and 22-miles of the Great 

River Road for visitors to explore.  The GRR heads south 

out of Muscatine on Stewart Road, which becomes 

County Road X61 at Louisa County.  Louisa County is 

the only County in Iowa that doesn’t have a city on the 

Mississippi River.  Instead we have over a dozen 

attractions for people to visit. 

With the help of a Community Foundation of Louisa 

County grant, Tri-Rivers was able to create a 

promotional video for Louisa County’s section of the 

Great River Road. At the time of this newsletter being 

mailed out, the video is nearly complete. We are hoping 

to share it on Social Media including Facebook, 

Instagram and our website by December 1, 2021.   

This video is geared toward young families and all 

the fun things there are to do, right here in Louisa 

County! The video will take you on a short tour, 

showcasing some of the great places to visit.  The best 

part, is that all these attractions are free!  Making it so 

affordable and entertaining for your family. 

It was especially fun to make this video because it 

was created by The Grimm Company, located right here 

New Sundial at Chinkapin Bluffs 

Chinkapin Bluffs received a beautiful memorial 

gift in 2021 in memory of Paul Dexter Fuller. The new 

sundial sits southeast of the Chinkapin picnic shelter 

and will be a fun way for visitors to determine the time 

throughout the seasons. 

In 1992 Louisa County Conservation purchased the 

Fuller family farm, where Paul and his family grew up. 

It was named Chinkapin Bluffs Recreation Area after 

the steep bluffs and Chinkapin oak trees found on the 

property. 

The Fuller Family continues to hold family 

reunions annually at the park shelter.  They also 

support this unique area with donations of time or 

money for special projects. 

Louisa County 

Conservation enjoys 

working with people to 

provide benches, trees or 

other unique memorials in 

honor of, or in memory of 

loved ones. 

A huge thanks to the 

Fuller family for coming up 

with this this unique and fun 

idea and continuing to love 

and support Chinkapin Bluffs!   

in Louisa County.  The video features the Tiller 

Family. Many of 

you will recognize 

Matt and Brittney 

Tiller. Although 

they live and work 

in Jefferson County 

now, Britt was a 

“famous” Louisa 

County Naturalist 

from 2012-2016. 

We hope you 

get a chance to 

check out the video 

and spend a day or 

afternoon driving 

and exploring  

Pictured: Quinn, Brittney, Kai and Emmy Tiller check out the 
map of all the Great River Road attractions at the Toolesboro 
Museum, National Historic Landmark on their Louisa County 
Staycation. 

https://www.traveliowa.com/trails/great-river-road-national-scenic-byway/34/
https://www.facebook.com/Louisa.Resource.Area
https://www.tri-rivers.org/
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The Mission of Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation is to provide funds for the protection and 
enhancement of the natural resources in the environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa 
and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa.  

The Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation 
for good land stewardship.  It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional 
and quasi-public programs. 

Enclosed is my donation for:    

___$25  ___$50  ___$100 ___$250  

___$500 ___$1,000 ___Other ______________   

Name or Business_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
Return this form and payment to: 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
        12635 County Road G56, Suite 106 
        Wapello, IA 52653 

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN LOUISA COUNTY  

Please earmark my donation for: 
___ Langwood Improvements 

___ Louisa County Trails Council 

___ TRCF Scholarship 

___ Environmental Education 

___ Use my donation where needed most 

___ Other: ________________________ 

General Donations are payable to: 
       Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
 
 Endowment Funds are payable to: 

Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)  

___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund 

___ Trails Endowment Fund 

___ Paris Scholarship Endowment 

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION RESPECTFULLY ACCEPTS AND HONORS MEMORIAL DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 

 

12635 CR G56, Suite 106,  

Wapello, Iowa 52653 

319-523-8381    

tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov  

www.tri-rivers.org 

RUSH - Sealed Bidding 
Tri-Rivers will be holding a sealed-bid auction for a handful of our most popular RUSH Auction Items in 

March and April of 2022. These will include some guided hunting and fishing trips, dinner parties and more!  

The RUSH Committee is currently working on gathering items and prepping.  If you have a unique skill, 

experience or local artwork to donate, contact us at tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov. 

The items will be posted online around March 1 for your viewing and open for bidding.  Items will be listed in 

the next issue of the NLC newsletter as well. 

 Keep an eye on the Tri-Rivers.org website and Facebook page @LouisaResourceArea for more information.   

Thank you for your generous donations: AJ Boysen, 
Gloria Newell, James Scott, Lee & Doris Harris & Steve 
Johnson. 

We also want to thank our dear friend and long-time 
Tri-Rivers Director, Kathy Wilkerson.  She was a great 
friend and contributed to many conservation projects in 
the Louisa Resource Area over the years.  She will be 
greatly missed, but her legacy will live on in Louisa 
County! 

https://www.tri-rivers.org/make-a-donation
http://www.tri-rivers.org
mailto:tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov?subject=RUSH%20Auction
https://www.tri-rivers.org
https://www.facebook.com/Louisa.Resource.Area/
mailto:tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov?subject=RUSH%20Auction
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“The color of springtime is in the flowers; the color of winter is in the imagination.” 
―Terri Guillemets  

 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative collaboration between government agencies, private organizations and 
individuals interested in showcasing the natural and cultural resources of Louisa County, Iowa. 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative 
collaboration between government agencies, private 

organizations and individuals interested in  
showcasing the natural and cultural resources of  

Louisa County, Iowa. 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper 

Save a tree!  
Receive this newsletter via email.   
Conservation@louisacountyia.gov 
and ask to be put on the email list. 

If you want this newsletter 
 in larger print 

call 319-523-8381. 

To get on the mailing list for this FREE   
newsletter or make address corrections: 

Call: 319-523-8381 
Email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

Langwood Ropes 
Challenge Course 

Now scheduling for 2022! 
 

Leadership Development  
 Creative Problem Solving 
  Communication & Trust 
   Teambuilding 
Businesses, sport teams, youth groups and more: 

Teamwork and leadership are skills that require 
practice and persistence.   

Let us tailor a program to suit your group’s 
teambuilding needs on the Langwood Low and High 
Ropes Challenge Course. 

Reservations are required. Watch a short video 
on our website, Call 319-523-8381 or visit 
LouisaCountyConservation.org. 

Could you walk across a log 
suspended 30 feet in the air? 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/activities/langwood-challenge-course/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/activities/langwood-challenge-course/
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org

