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Working Together to Create Unity 
By Laura Semken, Naturalist 

Bill Hingst, Mike Jasper, Jodee Hand, Gennifer 
Shoppa-Garrison, Mindi Yerington, Shawn Hawks, 

Gary Shoppa, Jake Shoppa, Jason Garrison, 
Laura Semken, Henry Hingst, and JJ Wagner.  

Standing side-by-side in Whiskey 
Hollow Creek, with mud streaking our 
bodies, a 13-year-old volunteer asked me, 
“Why would someone dump all these tires?”  

I don’t really have an answer but felt 
compelled to say something that included a 
window for hope. I said, “Some folks just 
don’t seem to understand that our creeks are 
not dumps. We’re here to clean this up 
because tires are made of plastic and plastic 
in our waterways is bad for wildlife and our 
drinking water.” I also explained that even 
though the land where the creek runs is 
private, the water is shared with everyone.   

I told him how this creek enters the 
Mississippi not far away, and the 
Mississippi River provides drinking water to 
over 18 million people plus all the plants 
and wildlife that depend on it.  He still 
couldn’t reason why someone would just 
throw their trash in a creek. Neither could I, 
but the only thing we could figure was 
whoever did this doesn’t know that dumping 
harms the water for everyone. 

It was June 28, when we received the 
plea to help from a concerned citizen, “Tires 
have been dumped in Whiskey Hollow 
Creek sometime in the last 2 weeks. The last 
rain pushed some downstream but most of 
them are still above the bridge!” 

We assured him we would help, rounded 
up a small crew of 4 and showed up with a 
dump truck, a long rope, an old baling hook 
and went to work on the first 42 tires. That 
filled the entire dump truck. We knew there 
was another load to go so we made a 
promise to the creek to come back soon! 

A month later, the Whiskey Hollow 
Gang arrived to keep the promise.  This time 
we had more help, lots more!  The Shoppa 
Clan and Friends struck again at the trash 
dumped into the creek along Whiskey 

www.LouisaCountyConservation.org 

Hollow Road. We managed to haul out an 
entire dump truck full including 560 
pounds of garbage, 20 tires, 1 washing 
machine, 1 air conditioner, 1 door, 4 fans, 
1 mattress, 1 gutter and about 200 yards of 
electric tubing all in about 1 ½ hours. 

Pulling trash out of creeks, streams, 
rivers, and other natural areas is a dirty 
job. It makes you sad/mad/upset to think 
anyone would want to destroy such a 
unique area. Tackling this project with 
such a great crew brought us together and 
made the work fun.  

Normally this project would be a little 
outside of Louisa County Conservation’s 
jurisdiction. Thanks to a generous grant 
from the Community Foundation of 
Louisa County we have time and money 
dedicated to cleaning up the waterbodies. 

Check out the Pick-n-Paddle on Page 6 
set for the Odessa Water Trail at Burris 
Ditch!  Together we can create unity and 
clean up Louisa County! 
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Have You Visited…? 
By: Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

6 Parks and Recreation Areas 

3 Campgrounds 

4 Wildlife Areas 

4 River Accesses 

2 Water Trails 

Hiking, paddling, hunting, fishing…you name it. 

There’s something for everyone at the public areas 

managed by Louisa County Conservation! Areas are 

always open, always free, and always full of the 

wonders of nature.  

The list in the next column highlights the areas 

that are mentioned within this newsletter. These are 

not all the areas managed by Louisa County 

Conservation nor is it a detailed map, though please let 

it help inspire your next adventure!  

To see an interactive map that includes ALL of the 

areas, visit LouisaCountyConservation.org/areas.  

1. Chinkapin Bluffs Recreation Area 

14198 R Ave. Columbus Junction 
 

2. Cairo Woods Wildlife Area 

 9032 S Ave . Columbus Junction 
 

3. Virginia Grove Recreation Area 

20406 55th St. Morning Sun 
 

4. Indian Slough Wildlife Area 

12225 L Ave. Wapello 
 

5. Wetland Interpretive Trail at Langwood 

14019 H Ave. Wapello 
 

6. Wilson Prairie 

10400 Co. Rd. G44X Muscatine 
 

7. Toolesboro National Historic Landmark 

6568 Toolesboro Ave (off Hwy 99) Wapello 

Summer was a 

Splash! 

Kalie Kling with the EE Snake 

Fiona McGill caught a bullfrog Macy Kuntz and Quinn Smith on River Raiders Columbus Junction 3rd-6th Grade Summer Rec 

Knox Atkinson shows off 
his Summer Rec Award for 

“Best at Everything!” 

James and Joseph 
Anderson caught a 

toad at Wapello 
Summer Rec 

Nature Detective Campers enjoying time in 
the prairie at Langwood 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/areas/
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Creature Feature: Magical Mussels 
By: Bria Holthe, LCC Summer Naturalist Intern  

Mussels are a small and seemingly unremarkable 

species in our rivers but are far more important than 

most people realize. The process that mussels go 

through to grow and build their shells creates nutrients 

as a by-product. These nutrients are a food source for 

plants, fish, and invertebrates that also call that river 

home. This process allows mussels to get rid of 

unwanted bacteria and particles from the water, 

improving the water quality.  

Mussels are also important for algae and insect 

larvae that attach to their shells and are a vital food 

source for many species of fish and turtles, as well as 

raccoons, muskrats, and otters.  

At a time where many of these species are 

dwindling in number, protecting their food sources 

should be a priority for those who care about our river 

ecosystems. The presence of healthy and stable mussel 

populations in a river is an indicator of good water 

quality and a healthy ecosystem. Without mussels, our 

rivers would be dirtier, less populated, and less 

interesting.  

There is still so much to learn about all the species 

present on our planet, and the early extinction of any of 

these species robs us of that opportunity to learn.  

Louisa County is home to three endangered species 

of mussels: the Sheepnose mussel, the Spectaclecase 

mussel, and the Higgins eye Pearlymussel.  

All of the native species of mussels are threatened 

by pollution, changes in the river flow, and the invasive 

zebra mussel. Zebra 

mussels are an 

invasive mussel 

species that attach to 

our native mussels, 

stopping them from 

moving or opening 

their shells.  

If you want to 

help protect any of 

these species you 

can remove aquatic 

weeds from your motors and boats to prevent the spread 

of zebra mussels. You can also choose to support and 

learn more from organizations that help to protect 

mussel populations such as the Freshwater Mollusk 

Conservation Society.  

You can also participate in the annual Iowa Mussel 

Blitz, a citizen science project to inventory and map the 

distribution of mussels in our rivers. Check 

IowaDNR.gov for mussel blitz news or reach out to 

Fisheries Biologist Scott Gritters 

(scott.gritters@dnr.iowa.gov) to get placed on the 

mussel blitz email list.  

 

A Higgins Eye with zebra mussels 
attached.  

The presence of freshwater mussels in the right tank improved 
water significantly over a period of just 24 hours. 

Demonstration conducted by the USFWS NE Region.  
https://usfwsnortheast.wordpress.com/ 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/
https://molluskconservation.org/
https://molluskconservation.org/
iowadnr.gov
https://usfwsnortheast.wordpress.com/
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  

Conservation Officer - 563-260-1225 
Joseph.Fourdyce@dnr.iowa.gov  

District Forester - 319-523-2216 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

Fisheries Biologist - 319-694-2430 
Chad.Dolan@dnr.iowa.gov 

Wildlife Biologist - 319-551-8459 
Andy.Robbins@dnr.iowa.gov  

www.iowadnr.gov 

Summer Spawning Kills of Bluegills 
By Vance Poulton, Fisheries Management Technician 

This June I received a couple of phone calls about 

people finding dead bluegills in their ponds.  These 

cases were different than “normal” fish kills. There 

were not large numbers of dead fish and all the dead 

fish were adult bluegills confined to a certain area of 

the pond.  Most of the time the dead fish were found up 

on a shallow flat that had better exposure to the sun 

than did most of the rest of the pond.   

After finding 

out what species 

of fish it was and 

that there was 

just the one 

species involved, 

the first question 

I asked was if 

they had noticed 

if all of the dead 

bluegills were 

males?  Most 

people don’t 

notice this but 

over the years 

when I’ve 

checked out this 

type of kill or had somebody that had noticed, they 

were always males and were also some of the bigger 

bluegills in the pond.   

The cause of such a kill is completely natural: it’s a 

result of all the stresses put on male bluegills during the 

spawning season and the deaths normally occur during 

the last stages of the male guarding the nest. The 

spawning process is the hardest on the males. The 

stresses and injuries pile up on them as they first fight 

other males to establish a nesting site, then build nests 

using their sides and fins to dig out the site, which is 

why you catch so many with bloody fins during mid-

June.   

The males defend the nest and guard the eggs until 

they hatch and the fry leave the nest a few days later. 

During this whole process they eat little to nothing.  

When you catch a male off the nest, they aren’t trying 

to eat your lure or bait they are trying to get it away 

from the nest. Put on top of all those stresses, a fast 

increase in water temperature like what happened in 

June, and it literally becomes the straw that broke the 

camel’s back.  When you get temperatures as hot as we 

did this this June, especially that early in the month, 

it’s just too much stress on those already rundown, 

stressed out males. Add in old age and large size, and 

some of them just can’t take it and die.   

I had some water temperatures in the sandy 

bottomed shallows of some of our bigger lakes getting 

up into the low 90’s. The lethal water temperature for 

bluegills isn’t much higher than that at just under 97 

degrees (96.8). And to make it worse, the male bluegill 

is “hardwired” not to leave that active nest for any 

reason, even to save his own life.  They literally will 

die from heat exhaustion before abandoning the nest.  

About the only bright side of this situation is that 

the males that do die are normally only a small portion 

of the total number of bluegills in the pond.  The other 

males that had nested in shadier spots and the females 

that were out in deeper water aren’t affected as harshly. 

And bluegills being bluegills, with females producing 

up to 80,000 eggs per spawn, they soon replace those 

males that have died and life goes on. Restocking is 

not necessary. 

 

 

Male bluegill (top) in breeding colors 
often have a deep red-orange breast/

throat area.  

Bluegill spawning beds are located in shallow water where 
there is a good sand and gravel mix. Male bluegill remain 

after the eggs are laid to protect the area.  

http://www.iowadnr.gov
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PORT LOUISA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

10728 Cty Rd X61,   
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

  319-523-6982 

Office Hours:   
M-F, 7:30 - 4:00 PM 

fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa 
facebook.com/portlouisaNWR 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance 
fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a 
leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, steward-
ship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service.  
For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 

How the USFWS Helps Pollinators 

By USFWS Staff, www.fws.gov/pollinators 

Bees, bats, birds and butterflies do us an important 

service: As they visit flowers to feed on nectar, they 

carry pollen from plant to plant. This movement of 

pollen from a flower’s male stamen to its female stigma 

— or that of the next flower — fertilizes plants and 

produces fruits and seeds. 

Most of the world's flowering plants and crops 

depend on the hard-working insects and birds we call 

pollinators. Without pollinators, we would miss out on 

many fruits, vegetables and nuts — not to mention 

chocolate and coffee. But pollinators are in trouble. 

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program provides 

technical and financial 

assistance to landowners 

interested in restoring 

wildlife habitat on their 

land. Since 1987, some 

50,000 landowners have 

worked with Partners staff 

to complete 60,000 habitat 

restoration projects on 6 

million acres.  

USFWS maintains butterfly trails and gardens at 

dozens of wildlife refuges including Port Louisa 

Wildlife Refuge and collaborates with partners on 

the National Seed Strategy to make native seeds more 

available for restoration. From 2015 to 2020, the group 

oversaw more than 8,800 native seed collections. The 

Service is also a member of the Plant Conservation 

Alliance. 

National Wildlife Refuges create and 

maintain monarch waystations and participate in the 

Monarch Butterfly Sister Protected Area Program, a 

partnership of wildlife refuges and national parks in 

the United States and Canada, and natural protected 

areas in Mexico. The partnership was created by 

the Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem 

Conservation and Management. 

The USFWS 

collaborates with 

the North American 

Pollinator Protection 

Campaign, a 

consortium of 

government 

agencies, non-

government 

organizations, 

educational 

institutions and 

businesses dedicated 

to pollinator 

conservation and 

education. The 

Service provides technical assistance in developing 

educational materials. 

Finally, the efforts of wildlife refuges are critical to 

conserve and restore native grasslands and prairies, 

which provide habitat for pollinators. Neal Smith 

National Wildlife Refuge in Iowa is a leader in the 

restoration of tallgrass prairie and sedge meadow in 

the Midwest. 

Monarch butterflies roosting in a 
maple tree on Port Louisa National 

Wildlife Refuge last September.  
Photo by Jessica Bolser/USFWS 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://www.facebook.com/PortLouisaNWR/?rf=138948706129730
https://www.fws.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/pollinators/#:~:text=Bees%2C%20bats%2C%20birds%20and%20butterflies,and%20produces%20fruits%20and%20seeds
https://www.fws.gov/partners/
https://www.fws.gov/pollinators/PollinatorPages/trails.html
https://www.blm.gov/programs/natural-resources/native-plant-communities/national-seed-strategy#:~:text=The%20National%20Seed%20Strategy%20for,species%2C%20severe%20storms%20and%20drought.
https://www.plantconservationalliance.org/
https://www.plantconservationalliance.org/
https://www.monarchwatch.org/waystations/
https://www.trilat.org/
https://www.trilat.org/
http://pollinator.org/nappc/index.html
http://pollinator.org/nappc/index.html
http://pollinator.org/nappc/index.html
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Paddle Odessa: Boat Loan Weekend 

Friday, Sept. 3; 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Saturday, Sept. 4; 9:00 am - 7:30 pm 

Snively Campground 

$5/boat for up to 3 hours or $10/ boat for the whole day 

All ages welcome; children 16 under must be 

accompanied by an adult.  

This is your weekend to try a canoe or kayak or both! 

First come, first served. Lifejackets, 

paddles, maps, and some beginner 

paddling tips provided.  

 

Women’s Outdoor 

Workshop 

Saturday, Sept. 25  

8 am - 8 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

$15-$30 depending on 

options selected 

Join us for a one day WOW experience!  

This workshop is for women 18+ who want to learn new 

skills, form a community, and spend time outdoors!  

Come early to climb the Langwood Challenge Course 

from 8 am - 10 am. Regular sessions will happen from 

10 am - 8 pm and include paddling, prairie/forest 

adventures, a visit to Toolesboro, and fire building/

cooking.  

Never done any of these activities before? Great! This is 

for you! Done them all before? This is for you too!  

Tent camping is available on Friday night and/or 

Saturday night for those wishing to make this a full 

weekend adventure!  

Pre-registration required by Thursday, Sept. 16 

Visit LouisaCountyConservation.org for registration 

information. Credit card payments accepted.  

Pick-n-Paddle: Burris Ditch 

Saturday, Oct. 16 

Free & Open to the Public! 

Explore the Odessa Water Trail while enjoying a 

leisurely paddle and making the area safer for wildlife.  

During the paddle, we will be hunting for trash and 

enjoying nature’s surprises.  Trash tongs and special 

gloves provided. Paid for by a grant from the 

Community Foundation of Louisa County.  

Pre-registration required by Friday, Oct. 15  

Monarch Mania: Two Locations! 

Thursday, Sept 9 

Eden Park: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Wilson Prairie: 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm  

Free & Open to the Public! 

Be a part of Monarch butterfly research during the peak 

of the Monarch butterfly migration! Learn about the 

incredible journey these special butterflies embark on 

each year.  

Fall Mushroom Foray and Feast 

TBD; Early-Mid September 

Langwood Education Center 

Free & Open to the Public! 

Are you interested in mushrooms? Identifying, cooking, 

and tasting are all part of the joys of fungus! We can’t 

schedule when the peak mushroom season will be so 

keep an eye on social media for a date and time.  

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/paddle-odessa-2/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/womens-outdoor-workshop/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/womens-outdoor-workshop/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/womens-outdoor-workshop/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/pick-n-paddle-burris-ditch-at-odessa-wildlife-area/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/monarch-mania/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/mushroom-foray-and-feast-at-langwood/
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Halloween Hike:  

Throwback to 2001! 

Friday, Oct 29; 6:30 pm -8:30 pm 

Langwood Education Center:  

Wetland Interpretive Trail 

Families Welcome, $2/person  

The Louisa County Conservation Halloween Hike has 

been an annual tradition for well over 30 years!  

This year’s 2021 hike will take us all the way back to 

2001 and recreate some classic skits.  

The theme was Giving Mother Earth a Helping Hand. 

Will we see some actors return after 20 years? We can 

only hope!! 

Hikes depart every 10 minutes.  

Pre-registration required 

A Note About Public Programs: 
“Follow” or “Like” us on Facebook  

Website: LouisaCountyConservation.org  
Call our office: 319-523-8381 

Send an email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

 

 

 

Stay Connected with LCC 

Nature Tots Program Series 

Let’s Visit Louisa County Parks! 

Geared towards ages 2-4 plus an adult 

Free 

You are never too young to get outside!  

Nature Tots will be exploring the wonders of Louisa 

County Parks. Each month we will meet at a different 

park for activities, stories, and learning! 

Nature Tots is an adult/tot program geared towards 

ages 2-not yet in Kindergarten. However, siblings of 

any age are welcome to attend too!  

Each program is scheduled for 1.5 hours but is 

designed for a come and go audience. Come whenever 

and stay as long as you’d like! 

Cairo Woods - Main Access 

Friday, September 10; 10:00 am - 11:30 am  

Eden Park  

Thursday, October 7; 5:00 - 6:30 pm  

Virginia Grove 

Saturday, November 6; 1:00 - 2:30 pm 

Chinkapin Bluffs: Noon Years Eve 

Thursday, December 30; 10:00 am - Noon 

RSVP Requested.  

Email Lana at lmccomb@louisacountyia.gov or  

Owl Prowl 

Thursday, Nov 4; 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

Chinkapin Bluffs Recreation Area 

Free & Open to the Public! 

Listen to owls while hiking the scenic trails of 

Chinkapin Bluffs. Join us for a hands-on presentation 

and a short hike. Who who who whoooooo! 

2021 Illowa NAVHDA  
Youth Pheasant Hunt 

Saturday, October 23 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Henke-Benson Farm, 10447 55th Street, Wapello 
Free 

The ILLOWA NAVHDA Youth Pheasant Hunt is a 

opportunity for twelve area youth, ages 12-15, who 

have completed the Hunter Safety Course, to hunt 

rooster pheasants with trained versatile hunting dogs on 

opening day of the youth pheasant season. Participants 

will rotate between sessions that include dog handling, 

wildlife identification, a field hunt, and more.  All guns, 

ammunition, blaze orange, and food will be provided.   

Pre-registration required. The Youth Pheasant 

Hunt application form may be found at 

www.illowanavhda.org . For information about this, 

please contact Bobbi Benson, IlIowa Chapter President, 

at 309-337-7708 or email president@illowanavhda.org 

Hike-A-Park Series 

Louisa County Conservation is partnering with Des 

Moines County Conservation for a series of free, 1-4 

mile hikes every other Thursday at 3 pm this fall.   

Louisa County: 

Eden Park 

Thursday, Oct 21 

Chinkapin Bluffs 

Recreation Area 

Thursday, Nov 4 

Cairo Woods Wildlife 

Area - Main Access  

Thursday, Nov 18 

Des Moines County: 

Big Hollow 

Thursday, Sept. 9 

Hickory Bend 

Thursday, Sept 23 

Hunt Woods 

Thursday, Oct 7 

Starr’s Cave 

Thursday, Dec. 12 

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/halloween-hike-throwback-to-2001/
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
https://louisacountyconservation.org/environmental-education/upcoming-events/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/owl-prowl-at-chinkapin-bluffs/
http://www.illowanavhda.org/
http://www.illowanavhda.org/
http://www.illowanavhda.org
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2020 Conservation Farmers 

Bob & Lori Davis RLD Farms 

Bob & Lori Davis have lived on their farm since 

1958, and Bob’s family farm across the road has been 

in the family since 1884.  The Davis’ raise corn, 

soybeans and cattle. They use lots 

of different practices on their farm 

including: No-till; Cover Crops 

every year; Waterways; Hay 

along the creek beds wherever 

erosion is a problem; Buffer strips 

and lots of Terraces.  

The practices that the Davis’ 

use are particularly important due 

to their proximity to the Long Creek Watershed. All of 

these practices help to keep nutrients from leaching into 

the watershed while creating a beneficial environment 

for the soil and crops. 

2020 Wildlife Habitat  

Tim & Linda Verink 

Tim & Linda have most of their land in CRP 

Pollinator with some turnip and radishes for the deer. 

Tim commented “the first year it 

looked pretty rough, but the 

second year after a good burning, 

it really exploded”.  

It is a beautiful area with a 

good variety of pollinating plants.  

The area is full of wildlife! Deer, 

Turkey, Pheasant, Bobcat, and as 

of 3 years ago, several covies of 

quail. There are butterflies of every kind, loads of bees, 

and 100’s of hummingbirds will come in the evening, at 

the same time to feed. 

 

2020 Woodland Owner 

Swinging Bridge: Twyla Peters and Bev Nielson 

Over the past few years Twyla and Bev have 

spearheaded the revitalization of 

the historic Swinging Bridge site. 

They have spent endless hours 

clearing out weeds, invasive trees 

and shrubs and replanted with 

beneficial trees and shrubs 

creating a nature park that the 

community can be proud of. With the help of the 

community they have created beautiful trails and 

gardens that offer great habitat for wildlife.  

 

2020 Windbreak Owner 

Keith & Murphy Stigers 

Keith & Murphy Stigers have 

a new 5-acre farm that they have 

owned for about 5 years. Shortly 

after purchasing the property they 

planted a nice windbreak that 

provides habitat for birds, bees 

and other wildlife. They also 

created a nice pollinator plot that is a great refuge for 

local pollinators.  

2021 Conservation Farmers 

Ross & Jason Thomann 

Father and son team Ross & Jason Thomann do 

their part by extensively utilizing cover crops and no till 

on all of their crops. Ross commented, “it may look 

ugly, but it makes the ground 

better. It cuts down on the weeds 

a lot and it really helps with 

erosion problems. When fixing 

some tile, we had 3” of cover crop 

growth above, but the roots went 

2 feet down. That really helps 

with drainage and erosion when 

we have the heavy rains, and it 

helps gets the moisture in the soil when we have dry 

times.”  

Ross started his farming career at age 21 when he 

bought his first farm. He passed his love of farming to 

his son Jason who farms his own crop acres and hogs. 

  

The Louisa County Soil and Water Commissioners 

present the annual conservation awards to Louisa 

County residents that exemplify outstanding 

conservation and habitat practices on their land. The 

awards vary year to year but the commitment of Louisa 

County residents to improving the soil and water quality 

of our county remains the same.  

The awards for 2020/2021 were presented at the 

2021 Louisa County Fair. Please join us in recognizing 

and thanking the following individuals and families!  
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 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2, Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-523-6411    
Pam Wright;  
Conservation Assistant  
pam.wright@usda.gov 

. 

2021 Wildlife Habitat  

Steve Martin 

Steve Martin’s old Homestead farm on O Avenue 

just East of Columbus Junction is an 80+ acre oasis for 

wildlife. On the farm you will find all types of native 

pollinating plants like Black 

Eyed Susan, Cone Flower, 

Butterfly Milkweed, and a 

huge amount of Common 

Milkweed that is the mainstay 

habitat for monarch butterflies. 

Butterflies, birds and bees 

abound in this beautiful CRP 

area.  

2021 Woodland Owner 

Brad & Grace Jipp 

Brad and Grace Jipp have done an extensive 

amount of woodland work since purchasing their 88-

acre farm in Letts about 5 ½ 

years ago. In the past couple 

years, the Jipps have removed 

huge several acres worth of 

invasive trees and plants and 

have planted lots of beneficial 

trees and shrubs in their place. 

They have opened up areas for 

wildflowers and created some 

very large pollinator plots, and they have added two 

nice sized food plots. The acreage has become a haven 

for wildlife and pollinators.  

2021 Windbreak Owner 

Joel & Christie White 

Joel and Christie purchased this 5-acre farm in 

2006 where they built their 

home. In 2006 they decided the 

area needed a windbreak. The 

windbreak has matured and 

provides protection from 

wind and snow while 

providing habitat for many 

birds and other animals. The 

White’s also installed a wind turbine and solar panels 

that provide sustainable power to their home and farm. 

 

 

  

2021 Wetland Habitat 

Dan & Sue Vogeler 

Dan and Sue Vogeler were chosen the winners of the 

Wetland Habitat Owner Award.  

The Vogeler’s 135-acre farm is 

located approximately five miles 

west of Columbus Junction.  

The Vogelers have created a 

system of multiple ponds, 

wetlands, pollinator sites, native 

grass plots, food plots and shelter 

belts that provide habitat for 

numerous types of insects and animals. Approximately 

95% of their acres filter through a pond or wetland 

before the water enters Long Creek.  

Dan and Sue also have numerous nesting boxes 

around their property for martins, bluebirds, wood 

ducks, goose and osprey. It’s a beautiful park like setting 

that is a haven for wildlife of every kind.  

2021 Environmental Educator 

Kathy Vance 

Kathy Jolly Vance was born in Iowa but raised in 

Northern California. She spent her school years in the 

Redwoods and at the ocean and her summers in Morning 

Sun, Iowa along Honey Creek on her grandparents’ 

farm. 

Kathy and her family moved 

to that same farm in 1994 to 

continue both the farming and 

conservation work started by her 

great-great grandparents in 1842. 

Kathy has been providing 

conservation education to Louisa 

County since 2006 when she became the County 

Director for ISU Extension and Outreach. She says the 

best part of her job is working with partners who protect 

and interpret the special resource area that is Louisa 

County, and extending that information to anyone else 

that is interested in learning more! 
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Strategic Planning 
By: Katie Hammond, Director 

The Louisa County Conservation Board has been 

working for the past 2 years to gather input from our 

community members, staff and board to create a 

comprehensive plan that will help to guide projects and 

decisions over the next 5-10 years. 

Two online surveys were conducted.  Members of 

the public were allowed to choose either a long or short 

version of the survey.  151 surveys were completed, 

which is a small sample of our 11,000 people in Louisa 

County, but good information was shared.  

Staff input was gathered during two meetings where 

we discussed areas and identified the Strengths, 

Weaknesses, and Opportunities.  Conservation Board 

members held multiple special and regular meetings 

discussing ideas, areas and projects. 

After all the data was collected, Staff and Board 

worked together to make a list of all the big and small 

projects and set priorities. 

It is no surprise that campgrounds came out as the 

overall top priority.  Data collected shows that there is a 

need for additional amenities at campgrounds including 

shower houses, full hook-up sites, dump stations, cabins 

and more.  Increasing the number of spots, adding more 

campgrounds, and taking reservations were also 

requested. 

Virginia Grove 

Recreation Area, 

near Morning 

Sun was voted 

the top location 

for all sorts of 

improvements.  

We hope to add 

some full-hook-

up campsites, a shower house, and maybe a cabin or two.   

In September, Louisa County will be purchasing the 

50-acre Mabeus addition adjacent to Virginia Grove.  

This acquisition will connect the three tracts of land that 

make up the Virginia Grove complex (including the 

Heatherington parcel that has been landlocked). We hope 

to build a pond and additional campsites. 

The second highest overall priority includes 

upgrading the lodge at Langwood Education Center.  

Improvements needed include attached restrooms and an 

updated space. We aren’t sure if this means building 

an entirely new building or putting an addition onto 

the building that is currently there. 

Earlier this year Louisa County Conservation was 

able to put a central heating and cooling unit into the 

lodge at Langwood. Updating or replacing the A-

frame is also high on the list because groups who 

utilize Langwood enjoy having a bunkhouse for 

overnight accommodations. 

Eden Park was also noted as 

benefiting from a reservable 

picnic shelter, playground 

equipment and restrooms.  It 

also rated second (to Virginia 

Grove) for a full-hook-up 

campground location with 

shower house.  

Providing cabins is also a high 

priority.  Virginia Grove was 

listed as the first choice for their 

placement followed by Snively 

and Langwood then Eden Park.  

Some cabins may be primitive, while others may have 

full amenities.   

Louisa County Staff and Board were really excited 

to see the results of the survey and will be busy in the 

coming years. We know that these projects take time 

and that they won’t all be completed as soon as we 

hope, but they give us goals to work toward. 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to share 

thoughts and 

opinions!   

We 

appreciate you 

and look forward 

to seeing you out 

and about 

enjoying your 

county parks! 
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The Mission of Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation is to provide funds for the protection and 
enhancement of the natural resources in the environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa 
and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa.  

The Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation 
for good land stewardship.  It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional 
and quasi-public programs. 

Enclosed is my donation for:    

___$25  ___$50  ___$100 ___$250  

___$500 ___$1,000 ___Other ______________   

Name or Business_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
Return this form and payment to: 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
        12635 County Road G56, Suite 106 
        Wapello, IA 52653 

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN LOUISA COUNTY  

Please earmark my donation for: 
___ Louisa Interpretive Center 

___ Louisa County Trails Council 

___ TRCF Scholarship 

___ Environmental Education 

___ Use my donation where needed most 

___ Other: ________________________ 

General Donations are payable to: 
       Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
 
 Endowment Funds are payable to: 

Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)  

___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund 

___ Trails Endowment Fund 

___ Paris Scholarship Endowment 

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION RESPECTFULLY ACCEPTS AND HONORS MEMORIAL DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 

 

12635 CR G56, Suite 106,  

Wapello, Iowa 52653 

319-523-8381    

tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov  

www.tri-rivers.org 

Directors 
Al Bohling, Columbus  Junction 
Cindy Klebe, Muscatine 
Dale Howell, Columbus Junction 
Dan Vogeler, Columbus Junction 
Don Kline, Washington 
Jay Schweitzer, Columbus Junction 
Jeanne Mott, Morning Sun 
Karen Minnis, Morning Sun 
Kathy Wilkerson, Wapello 
Steve Johnson, Bettendorf 

Projects Completed 
Tri-Rivers is excited to announce that three of the big 

projects we have been working on for the past few years 

are finally complete!   

The Hoover Nature Trail at Chinkapin is a 4-mile, 

round trip, crushed lime walking path with a unique 

roundhouse, turnabout trailhead at the Louisa County 

Fairgrounds. 

The Todd Town Boat Access near HWY 70 on the 

Iowa River is complete and ready for action.  Although 

the Iowa River is pretty low, the access can still be 

enjoyed with a fishing pole, canoe or kayak. 

The half-mile Wetland Interpretive Trail loop at the 

future site of the Louisa interpretive Trail is open for 

walking and enjoying the final days of summer vacation! 

AJ Boysen, Gail Kuntz 
Great River Medical Center,  

Hills Bank & Trust, Terry Wheeling 

https://www.tri-rivers.org/make-a-donation
http://www.tri-rivers.org
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“Of all the paths you take in life, make sure a few of them are dirt.” 
―John Muir  

 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative collaboration between government agencies, private organizations and 
individuals interested in showcasing the natural and cultural resources of Louisa County, Iowa. 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative 
collaboration between government agencies, private 

organizations and individuals interested in  
showcasing the natural and cultural resources of  

Louisa County, Iowa. 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper 

Save a tree!  
Receive this newsletter via email.   
Conservation@louisacountyia.gov 
and ask to be put on the email list. 

If you want this newsletter 
 in larger print 

call 319-523-8381. 

To get on the mailing list for this FREE   
newsletter or make address corrections: 

Call: 319-523-8381 
Email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

 Halloween Hike 

Friday, October 29, 2021 
 

Langwood Education Center -  
Wetland Interpretive Trail 

Hikes begin at 6:30 pm 
 

$2/person 
 

The Louisa County Conservation Halloween 

Hike has been an annual tradition for well 

over 20 years! This year’s 2021 hike will 

take us all the way back to 2001 and recreate 

some classic skits.  

Hikes leave every 10 minutes.  
Reservations are required and can be made 

starting Oct. 1st by calling                               
319-523-8381 or visiting  

LouisaCountyConservation.org 
 

Giving Mother Earth a Hand 

http://www.louisacountyconservation.org

