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Team Up to Clean Up Louisa County! 
By Laura Semken, Naturalist  

The Team Up to Clean Up Louisa 
County event held on Saturday, November 
7, reduced the amount of waste that could 
enter our rivers. 27 people donated their 
time to clean up all over Louisa County.  

Team Up to Clean Up Results: 

150 tires, 3 refrigerators, 8 televisions & 2 
computer monitors, 7 LP tanks, 5 giant 
barrels, 1 small boat, 2 huge chunks of 

Styrofoam, 1 car seat, 1 vacuum, 1 lawn 
mower,  plus 21 bags of trash 

Thank you volunteers! Trash on our 
landscape is an eyesore as well as health 
hazard. Waste containing liquids such as 
antifreeze, battery acid, or other hazardous 
materials can run into the water system 
harming humans and animals.  

Litter causes many problems for  
animals. Bottles can become death traps 
for small animals seeking food and water. 
Balloons and plastic bags can be mistaken 
for food by livestock and other animals 
causing painful intestinal blockage or 
death. Fishing line and plastic rings can 
cause entanglement issues.  

www.LouisaCountyConservation.org 

This waste reduction education program 
is part of a partnership between the Louisa 
Regional Solid Waste Board and the Louisa 
County Conservation Board. Team Up to 
Clean Up was made possible through 
support from the Community Foundation of 
Louisa County and Bridgestone’s 
Tires4ward program.  

 

 

Louisa County Riders with their trash haul.  

Tires dumped near Indian Slough. All the rimless 
tires found during this cleanup will be collected 

and recycled by Bridgestone 

Take Action! 

Everyone can help with waste 
reduction with just a few small actions. 
Pick up litter that you see or reuse 
containers in your home. Keep an eye on 
your mail. Opt-out of catalogs that you 
don’t use or choose to receive 
information via email.  

If you would like to receive your 
copy of the Naturally Louisa County 

Newsletter via email please let us know! 

Call the Louisa County Conservation 
office at 319-523-8381 or email 

conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69&Itemid=435
mailto:conservation@louisacountyia.gov?subject=Switch%20my%20NLC%20to%20Email
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Welcome, Corn Snake! 
By Laura Semken, Naturalist 

Meet our newest education animal! This young corn 
snake comes to Louisa County from Emmett County 
Conservation whose corn snake laid eggs this summer. 
While our education fox snake measures over 5 feet 
long, our newest snake is just a wee one measuring 
under 1 foot. The corn snake will be a welcome 
addition to programs where folks may need a little more 
time to get used to seeing snakes up close.  

Corn snakes are native to the southeastern United 
States. Even though corn snakes are not native to Iowa, 
learning about and meeting a corn snake will help 
program participants better understand our native Iowa 
snakes.  

The corn 
snake is also 
unique 
because of the 
coloration. 
This snake is 
amelanistic, 
meaning an 
animal that 
lacks 
melanin. 
Melanin is the 
black/brown 

pigment in animals. Amelanistic animals are a type of 
albino, meaning lacking pigment. There are many 
pigments and melanin is just one specific type. 
Amelanistic animals have a hard time surviving in the 
wild because their coloration makes it difficult to 
camouflage. Imagine being bright orange and pink 
while trying to camouflage in the grass! Predators 
would be sure to spot the bright colors.  

The corn snake is starting to go to school programs 
so everyone will be meeting him/her soon! 
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Friend of Conservation Award 
By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist  

Louisa County Conservation is pleased to present 
the 2020 “Friend of Conservation” Award to Nancy 
Hayes.  

Nancy and her 
husband John live at 
their ancestral family 
farm on Highway 99 
next to the 
Toolesboro National 
Historic Landmark. 
practices. Their farm 
contains a portion of 
the Toolesboro 
Mound Group as 
well as eight acres of 
reconstructed prairie.  

 

 

Nancy retired from teaching English at St. Ambrose 
University and promptly went back to school! She is 
working on a Masters of Fine Arts program in Creative 
Writing and the Environment at Iowa State University. 
One of the requirements for this degree is an 
Environmental Field Experience. Nancy approached me 
at the end of 2019 and explained her Environmental 
Field Experience requirement. Together, we developed 
a plan for twelve monthly events in 2020 all focused on 
Toolesboro.  

The Toolesboro Touchstones series thrives on 
Nancy’s passion for conservation and prehistory. She 
inspires me with the way that she integrates her love of 
poetry into each program and with her never ending 
enthusiasm for engaging  Louisa County residents of all 
ages! I am proud of the programs we have created and 
excited for future programming. As 2020 comes to a 
close, Nancy’s role as a friend of conservation will 
continue to expand as we work together on future 
projects. Congratulations, Nancy, it’s an honor to work 
with you! 

Board Member Sam Willson, Nancy 
Hayes, Naturalist Lana Artz-McComb 

http://www.lccb.org/
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Lending Bats a Helping Hand 
By Isabelle Hartman, Eagle Scout 

Hello! My name is Zuzu Hartman. For my Eagle 
Scout project, I helped plan and make 12 bat houses for 
Louisa and Muscatine Counties!  

I had many volunteers 
who helped measure 
wood, cut wood, put 
together the houses, and 
make educational videos. 
The bat boxes were put up 
at Port Louisa National 
Wildlife Refuge, Odessa 
Wildlife Management 
Area, and private homes in 
our community.  

     Our bats need help 
right now and these bat 
houses will provide homes 
for them! Bats are very 
important to our 
environment and are in 
danger from the impact 
humans have had on their 

habitat. We can help these 
animals by making bat 
houses, spreading 
awareness, and getting 
help to relocate bats that 
find their way into our 
homes.  

In doing this project, I 
learned a lot about how 
amazing bats are! They eat 
up to 1,200 mosquitos in 
an hour and there are over 
1,000 different types of 
bats in the world. I learned 
that more than half of the 
bat species in the United 
States are in severe decline or listed as endangered.  

The two most common bats in Iowa are the little 
brown bat and the big brown bat. Little brown bats 
mainly eat mosquitos. Big brown bats eat larger prey 
like moths and beetles. It is estimated that bats provide 
farmers the equivalent of $1 billion in free pest control.  

Please consider joining me in helping out our bats 
friends.  

Interested in building a bat house?  

Bat Conservation International has excellent 
resources on all things related to helping out our bat 
friends. Find plans, purchase bat houses, and watch 
videos on bat house installation at batcon.org/about-
bats/bat-houses.  

Repairs Completed at Indian Slough 
Wildlife Area  
By Louisa County Conservation  

Indian Slough Wildlife Area is back in action! After 

last year’s flood damage, the road leading to the Main 

Access has been repaired and looks fantastic. A huge 

thank you to Louisa County Secondary Roads, 

Haggerty Construction, FEMA, the Louisa County 

Supervisors, and to all of you who called or sent emails 

in support of this project.  

Isabelle (Zuzu) Hartman with 
the completed bat boxes 

Volunteers building bat boxes 

https://www.batcon.org/about-bats/bat-houses/
https://www.batcon.org/about-bats/bat-houses/
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What’s Up with Iowa’s Trumpeter 
Swans? 
By Anna Buckardt Thomas, DNR Avian Ecologist  

As the Avian Ecologist for the Iowa DNR, I get 
the privilege and the challenge of working with and 
conserving all of the nongame bird species in the state. 
This past August and September I spent a lot of my 
time thinking about just one species, the Trumpeter 
Swan. My colleagues and I spent hours looking for 
swans, trying to think like swans, catching swans, and 
dreaming about swans. All of this focused attention 
was in the name of science research!  

Iowa’s Trumpeter Swans are part of the larger 
Interior Population, with a breeding range from 
western Minnesota east to Michigan and Ohio and 
from southern Iowa north into Canada. This now 
healthy population was once extirpated from Iowa is 
the result of state agency restoration efforts which 
started in the 1980s.  

Interest in learning more about the movement and 
habitat use of swans led to a collaborative research 
project across 6 states and provinces. Biologists 
deployed GPS transmitters on Trumpeter Swans in 
2019 and 2020 to track their movement. These GPS 
collars are solar powered and record accurate locations 
every 15 minutes. They connect to cell phone towers 
to upload data directly to researchers for up to 3 years.  

 

 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES  

Conservation Officer - 563-260-1225 
Joseph.Fourdyce@dnr.iowa.gov  

District Forester - 319-523-2216 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

Fisheries Biologist - 319-694-2430 
Chad.Dolan@dnr.iowa.gov 

Wildlife Biologist - 319-551-8459 
Andy.Robbins@dnr.iowa.gov  

www.iowadnr.gov 

An Iowa Trumpeter Swan with a GPS Collar 

Iowa biologists are interested in learning more 
about Trumpeter Swan young. Young Trumpeter 
Swans are called cygnets. Cygnets stay with their 
parents for their whole first year of life; learning how 
to feed and survive the winter. The parents chase the 
cygnets away the following spring to begin the process 
all over again.  

 This life history strategy gave us a unique 
opportunity to learn more about the cygnets of the 
adults who received GPS collars.  

We marked each cygnet with a green neck collar 
and matching leg band with a unique 3 digit ID. 
Because cygnets move with their GPS collared parent, 
it is possible to track the survival of each individual 
cygnet throughout their first winter. We will learn 
more about survival rates, possible threats, habitat use 
and where these youngsters go when they are kicked 
out by their parents in the spring.  

40 cygnets were fitted with collars and nine adults 
received GPS collars in summer 2020. The cygnets are 
now able to fly so we receive new GPS tracking 
information every day.  

We need your help! We will continue to track the 
adults and their cygnets over the winter and into 
spring 2021.  

If you see an adult with a GPS collar or a 
cygnet with a green collar, we would like to know! 
Make note of the time and date, location, and ID (if 
you can see it). Visit iowadnr.gov/conservation/iowas-
wildlife/Trumpeter-swans to fill out the online form so 
we can include your sighting in our research.  

 

Cygnets with green neck collars 

http://www.iowadnr.gov
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Iowas-Wildlife/Trumpeter-Swans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Iowas-Wildlife/Trumpeter-Swans?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Dreaming of a “Green” Christmas 
By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist  

The holiday gift giving season is upon us! Below 
are some tips and tricks to reduce your holiday waste 
and make sure that you properly dispose of any waste 
that you do have.  

 Reduce your Tape 

      Explore a tape alternatives like ribbon or yarn. Try 
your best to remove tape from cardboard boxes or 
recyclable paper before tossing it in the recycling bin. 
You don’t have to remove all tape or labels from 
cardboard boxes but it’s a good habitat to try to 
remove it.   

Netzerocompany.com has plastic free packing tape! 

 Wrapping Paper is not Recyclable 

     Take a look at your wrapping paper. Most 
traditional wrapping paper is dyed, laminated, and/or 
contains non-paper additives such as glitter or plastics 
which cannot be recycled. Other wrapping paper may 
be so thin that it contains few good quality fibers for 
recycling.  

      Try using fabric to wrap gifts (Dish Towels! 
Washcloths!) that can be used after the holidays. Wrap 
gifts in old newspapers or decorate paper grocery 
sacks. If you do receive a gift in traditional wrapping 
paper, save it for reuse or use it as cushioning when 
you pack up your decorations.  

 

 Recycle your Boxes 

      Boxes from electronics, toys, shoes, shirts, and 
shipping boxes can be recycled. Remove as much of 
the outside sticky tape and labels as possible. Flatten 
all boxes to reduce space. Remember: the packing 
materials CANNOT be recycled. Remove any 
Styrofoam, plastic bubble pack, or packing peanuts 
before recycling.  

https://www.netzerocompany.com/
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Noon Year’s Eve 
Wednesday, December 30; 10:00 am - 12:00 pm   

Langwood Education Center 

All Ages Welcome 

Cost: $2/child  

Join us for our third Noon Year’s Eve! Ring in 
2021 at Langwood with adventures, nature activities, 
and games for the whole family.  

Explore the winter wonderland stations, go for a 
hike, make a craft, and spend time together.  

We will gather together for a countdown to a noon 
birdseed toss to celebrate the “new year” nature style. 
Hot chocolate and a snack provided. Please bring a 
reusable mug for hot chocolate.     

Pre-registration requested. Walk-ins are 
welcome.   

Winter Nature Camp  

Monday, December 28; 1:00 pm –3:00 pm 

Virginia Grove Recreation Area 

Tuesday, December 29; 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Chinkapin Bluffs Recreation Area 

Cost: $5 per child/day 

Age: currently in Kindergarten –5th grade  

Bundle up and get ready for a winter adventure! 

Explore the outdoors, play games, and enjoy a delicious 

snack around the campfire. Campers will learn about 

winter adaptations, look for wildlife, and experience 

nature during the wintertime! Form with payment is 

required to reserve a spot.  

Pre-registration required by Dec. 20th.  

A Note About Public Programs: 
Public programming is critical to our mission. We are 
committed to following public health guidelines while 

also providing fun and educational programming.  
Events listed here may have to be adjusted in the 

future based on current recommendations.  
For up to date information on programming,  

“Like” our Facebook page, visit 
LouisaCountyConservation.org,  call the office at 319-

523-8381, or email lmccomb@louisacountyia.gov 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Wapello......(319)527-2835 
Toll Free.....(800)754-8050 

Fire, Smoke & Water 
Cleanup & Restoration 

 

 

 

 

Stay Connected with LCC 

LouisaCountyConservation.org 

Gifts from Nature 
Saturday, December 5; 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

All Ages Welcome 

Free  

Enjoy making gifts from nature like pinecone owls 

and wreaths while nibbling on popcorn and sipping hot 

cocoa. All goodies provided. Langwood trails will be 

open for hiking from 1-5 pm.  

Please try to RSVP by December 4 

Waste Reduction 2021  

Saturday, January 9; 3:00 pm -5:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

All Ages Welcome 

Free  

Forget about your waistline and ring in the New 

Year by reducing your plastic footprint (while enjoying 

popcorn and hot cocoa)! Make-n-take your own laundry 

detergent. Recipes for other creative homemade 

cleaning supplies will also be shared. Langwood trails 

will be open for hiking from 1-5 pm.  

Please try to RSVP by January 8 

http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=251:noon-year-s-eve&Itemid=529
http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=250:winter-nature-camp&Itemid=526
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=148:wreath-making&Itemid=529
http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=204:upcycled-holiday-gifts&Itemid=529
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Great Backyard Bird Count & 

Gifts for Nature 

Saturday, February 13; 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm  

Langwood Education Center  

All Ages Welcome 

Free  

Discover the wonderful world of birds then choose 

your favorite bird! Make your chosen bird out of critter 

playdough and watch it get nibbled at the bird blind. 

Langwood trails will be open for hiking from 12-5 pm. 

No birding experience is necessary; this is a perfect 
program for any age. Families with younger children 
can make a snack for the birds and then help us identify 
and count the birds that we see!   

The Bird Count is a global citizen science project. 
People all around the Earth join together to count the 
birds they see for one weekend each 
year. Louisa County’s bird count will be 
submitted with all the others.  

Pre-registration is not required.   

Hunter Education Class  

Date(s) TBD: Mid-March 

Langwood Education Center 

Louisa County will host a Hunter Education Class 

in March of 2021. We will be working with the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources to present the class in 

a way that is deemed safe 

based on current public health 

recommendations.  

There are three ways to 

move forward so you don’t 

miss out on hunting seasons.  

• Anyone ages 15 years and 

younger are able to participate 

in hunting activities if accompanied by an adult 18 and 

older who holds a valid hunting permit. 

• Anyone ages 16 – 17 can purchase an apprentice 

hunting license to hunt alongside an adult 18 and older 

who holds a valid hunting permit. 

• Anyone ages 18 and older can complete the 

required hunter safety course online. 

 

To check for updates on the Louisa County Course: 

 

Visit register-ed.com to see available courses. You can 

also call  319-523-8381 or email 

lmccomb@louisacountyia.gov  to check for updates 

Ikes Fish Fry Fridays 
January 15, February 19, March 19 

Fish served from 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Ikes Clubhouse, Co. Rd. X-61, Wapello 

Cost: $10/person; kids half price 

Give Mom a break in the kitchen and head out to 

the Izaak Walton League Clubhouse for supper!  

Support conservation while enjoying a great meal, great 

music and great company.   

Your support is appreciated! 

Nature Tots: Feathered Friends  

Thursday, February 11; 9:30 am -11:00 am 

Langwood Education Center 

Ages: 2– not yet in K; must come with an adult 

Cost: $5/child 

Flap into the new year as we learn all about 

birds!  

Feed and watch the birds at the bird blind. 

Practice using binoculars to see birds up 

close. Of course, we will also enjoy a nature 

walk, have a snack, and learn all about our 

feathered friends.  

Pre-registration required by February 9  

Unless otherwise stated, all registration and      
program information can be found at 

LouisaCountyConservation.org or 319-523-8381.  

http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=233:great-backyard-bird-count&Itemid=529
http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=233:great-backyard-bird-count&Itemid=529
https://register-ed.com/programs/iowa
http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=231:nature-tots&Itemid=526
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
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PORT LOUISA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

 
10728 Cty Rd X61,   

Wapello, Iowa 52653 
  319-523-6982 

Office Hours:   
M-F, 7:30 - 4:00 PM 

fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa 
facebook.com/portlouisaNWR 

Operations Changes 
By Refuge Staff   

Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge has changed 
its operations as of March 20, 2020. Visitor contact 
stations and public restrooms at 
our facilities have been 
temporarily closed in response 
to the coronavirus COVID-19 
outbreak. This closure follows 
guidance from the CDC and 
recommendations from state 
and local public health 
authorities. Updates will be 
posted on the refuge website. 
Our trails and outdoor areas 
remain open.  

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance 
fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a 
leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, steward-
ship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service.  
For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 

Refuge headquarters. 
Photo by USFWS 

Division Spotlight: Horseshoe Bend 
By Refuge Staff   

Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge is divided 
into four district divisions and is also a part of the Iowa 
River Corridor Project. Horseshoe Bend Division is in 
the Iowa River floodplain east of Wapello. It is 
approximately four miles upstream from the confluence 
of the Iowa and the Mississippi Rivers.  

Horseshoe Bend was acquired after the 1993 floods 
and was a former levee district. As the levees are 
allowed to deteriorate, the Horseshoe Bend Division is 
slowly returning to its natural river floodplain. The area 
provides a good example of how nature can reclaim a 
floodplain, especially as more frequent and severe 
floods occur in the watershed.  

The division is a mixture of forest, grassland, and 
wetland habitat. Staff restore native habitats by planting 
appropriate vegetation. Some areas are restored to 

bottomland forest habitat and some to native prairie or 
wet meadow habitat.  

Seasonal and semi-permanent wetlands provide 
habitat for migrating shorebirds, waterfowl, and 

wading birds, as well as migrating and spawning fish. 
The grasslands are important to birds such as 
bobolinks and meadowlarks.  

The division is closed from September 15-
December 1 as a waterfowl sanctuary, but open to 
visitors the remainder of the year. Pheasant, deer, and 
turkey hunting are allowed on this division in 
accordance with state regulations. Steel shot is 
required for all upland game hunting. Although there 
are no designated trails, there are service roads that 
can be used for hiking and bird watching.  

Visit Horseshoe Bend by taking Hwy 99 east from 
Wapello to 114th St. Turn right. Follow this winding 
gravel road 3.5 miles to F Ave. Turn right. This road 
is a dead end with a parking lot.  

Sandhill Cranes at Horseshoe Bend on Nov. 4, 2020. Photo by 
Jessica Bolser/USFWS 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/?fbclid=IwAR1sbC5RS_eDSjypEgs6qfJVdUuR3ctbIDdLgJotEKmUnKSWh2OLwiuoIzQ
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/?fbclid=IwAR1sbC5RS_eDSjypEgs6qfJVdUuR3ctbIDdLgJotEKmUnKSWh2OLwiuoIzQ
https://www.fws.gov/
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 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD) 

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2, Wapello, Iowa 52653 

319-523-6411      

Pam.Wright@ia.nacdnet.net 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer. 

Pollinators in the Home Garden 
By NRCS Staff  

  The welfare of the honeybee has declined 
drastically in the past two decades. Commercial and 
hobby beekeepers alike have seen 30 to 50 percent 
losses each year due to colony collapse disorder 
(CCD) or other maladies. The total number of hives in 
the U.S. has decreased by over 60 percent since the 
late 1990s. The exact causes of the decline are yet 
unknown, but consensus among authorities points to 
the combined effects of parasites and diseases, 
agrochemicals and degraded habitat.  

Pollinators are considered 
keystone species because they 
are responsible for the 
pollination of many important 
flowering plants. About 80 
percent of the world’s 
300,000 flowering plants 
require the help of animal 
pollinators to reproduce. Bees 
are responsible for 67 percent 
of pollination services, 
making them by far the most 
important pollinator for 
natural ecosystems. 

Gardeners and homeowners 
are uniquely positioned to make a positive impact in 
supporting pollinators in their landscape. Recent 
research has indicated pollinators may be faring better 
in urban and suburban environments where they are 
protected from monocultures and the widespread use 
of pesticides found in agricultural lands.   

By making a few changes to backyards, parks, and 
community gardens, and by working with neighbors 
and community leaders to create habitat and adopt 
pollinator-friendly practices, gardeners and 
homeowners can directly affect the ability of 
pollinators to survive and thrive. 

Native pollinator communities - like bees, 
butterflies, birds - are critical to healthy natural 
ecosystems and the production of the food we eat 
every day. Many pollinators are declining drastically 
due to the urbanization, agricultural practices, the 
effects of climate change, and more. We can do a lot 
to help save pollinators by simply creating and 

protecting habitat. This means putting habitat along our 
roads, in front of our buildings, in our backyards, and 
more.  

Pollinator gardens consist of native flowers that 
provide food and nesting materials to help pollinators 
grow and thrive. Native plants are uniquely designed to 
grow naturally in a particular area and are adapted to the 
local climate and soil types which requires less 
maintenance. Their deep root structures prevent soil 
erosion, increase soil fertility and moisture-holding 
capacity, and filter pollution.  

Not only do these flowers look beautiful and make 
pollinators happy and healthy, but they store carbon in 
their roots, manage stormwater, and clean our air! They 
are an example of a nature-based solution to climate 
change and help to protect our water supply. 

For more information about how to start your own 
pollinator garden, check out these informative sites or 
give us a call at (319) 527-8068. 
 
Pollinator Partnership: 
https://www.pollinator.org/guides_code 
 
Iowa State University: 
https://www.ent.iastate.edu/pollinators/ 

  SWCD Ongoing Sales 
Louisa County SWCD sells Duck Nesting Boxes 

and Bluebird Houses;  seed for your pollinator 
garden, food plot or CRP contract; and erosion 
control matting. We also have a fabric plow and 
broadcast seeder for rent, and participate in annual 
fish and tree sales.  

All proceeds benefit scholarships and conservation 
related educational opportunities in Louisa County!   

Homegrown National Park 
We can do this, one person at a time. What?  

Restore biodiversity! The solution?  
PLANT NATIVE!! 

This is a grassroots call-to-action (brainchild of 
Douglas Tallamy) to restore biodiversity, no experience 
necessary. Get digging and get on the map!  
Winter is the season to plan your dream garden. Visit 
Homegrown National Park.com to discover how your 
yard can restore biodiversity!  

https://www.pollinator.org/guides_code
https://www.ent.iastate.edu/pollinators/
https://homegrownnationalpark.com/
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12635 CR G56, Suite 106, Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-523-8381   www.tri-rivers.org        

tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov  

Directors 
Al Bohling, Columbus  Junction 
Cindy Klebe, Muscatine 
Dan Vogeler, Columbus Junction 
Don Kline, Washington 
Jay Schweitzer, Columbus Junction 
Jeanne Mott, Morning Sun 
Karen Minnis, Morning Sun 
Kathy Wilkerson, Wapello 
Steve Johnson, Bettendorf 

Stretching the Dollar in 2020 
By Al Bohling, President  

WOW!  What a year 2020 has been.  Tri-Rivers 
Conservation Foundation is so pleased let you know 
that we have had a great year of conserving, protecting 
and enhancing habitat in the Louisa Resource Area. 

As you know, we are a 501c3 non-profit foundation 
based in Louisa County.  We work closely with other 
conservation agencies in the area to accomplish our 
mission. 

Tri-Rivers is managed by nine Directors and three 
ex-officio members, who meet monthly to conduct 
business meetings.  We enjoy challenging ourselves 
with some really large, long-term, multi-faceted 
projects such as the future site of the Louisa 
Interpretive Center (LIC), which we have been working 
on in phases since 2000 as well as projects that are able 
to be completed rather quickly.  

We take pride in the fact that we have very little 
overhead which allows donations and money raised to 
stretch farther, directly to meaningful work. We also 
use large grants to leverage our local funds, which  
allows us to accomplish significant projects in our 
communities. 

Legislative grants at the State or Federal level are 
often threatened. Our goal in sharing these with you is 
so that when you visit with your Senators and 
Representatives before the next session, you can relate 
how important this funding is to our county 
conservation boards, cities and state. 

Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) 
funding was utilized on two projects we assisted with 
this past year.  The 38-acre native prairie remnant, 
Wilson Prairie was purchased with the help of a County 

Conservation REAP 
Grant and a donation 
from Tri-Rivers.  The 
former railroad right-
of-way for the Iowa 
River Boat Landing at 
HWY 70 near 
Columbus Junction 
and development 
were part of a City 
REAP grant, received by Columbus Junction.  Tri-Rivers 
offered support to both of these projects. 

The Hoover Nature Trail project at Chinkapin Bluffs 
was a $456,000 project.  It was funded mostly by a State 
Recreation Trails Grant ($260,000) and federal 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP grant) 
($126,000).  Several local grants and donations were also 
received.  Tri-Rivers helped with fundraising and 
donated the last of the funding needed to complete the 
project. 

A grant from the North American Waterfowl 
Conservation Act (NAWCA) was granted to the Iowa 
DNR in Louisa County.  A water control structure was 
placed at the 728-acre Cone Marsh Wildlife 
Management Area, which is well used by migratory 
birds, hunters and bird watching enthusiasts.  NAWCA 
funding was also granted to Louisa County Conservation 
to be used at Indian Slough Wildlife Area to assist in the 
creation of a wetland that can be flooded for waterfowl.  

One of our long-term projects is the future site of the 
Louisa Interpretive Center (LIC).  Since 2000 several 
National Scenic Byways Grants have been secured to 
assist with various phases of the project including 
purchasing the land, earthwork, surveys, construction of 
a wetland and pond and more.  Tri-Rivers, with your 
assistance, has been able to provide the match for each of 
the grants received.  

In working with Louisa 
County Conservation, 
this year we finished 
the Wetland 
Interpretive Trail at the 
LIC.  This state-of-the-
art trail is about a half-
mile long and winds its 
way along prairie and 
wetlands over two foot-
bridges and through a 
central plaza.  The path 
is dotted with 14 

interpretive signs containing vibrant photos and 
information about the vital role wetland ecosystems play 
on planet Earth.  The signs share stories about the flora 
and fauna that call wetlands home and keep with the 
overall theme of “Land, Place, Home; Life Along the 

http://www.tri-rivers.org
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Tri-River’s Mission is to provide funds for the protection and enhancement of the natural resources in the 
environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa. The 
Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation for good 
land stewardship.  It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional and quasi
-public programs. 

Enclosed is my donation for:    

___$25  ___$50  ___$100 ___$250  

___$500 ___$1,000 ___Other ______________   

Name or Business_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
Return this form and payment to: 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
        12635 County Road G56, Suite 106 
        Wapello, IA 52653 

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN LOUISA COUNTY  

Please earmark my donation for: 
___ Louisa Interpretive Center 

___ Louisa County Trails Council 

___ TRCF Scholarship 

___ Environmental Education 

___ Use my donation where needed most 

___ Other: ________________________ 

General Donations are payable to: 
       Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
 
 Endowment Funds are payable to: 

Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)  

___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund 

___ Trails Endowment Fund 

___ Paris Scholarship Endowment 
TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION RESPECTFULLY ACCEPTS AND HONORS MEMORIAL DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 

Mississippi River.”  

The future LIC project is a great example of using various funding 
sources to complete a large-scale project.  The Wetland Interpretive 
Trail also received funding from the Carver Trust Fund in Muscatine. 

All of these state, local and federal funding sources are absolutely 
essential to conserving, protecting and enhancing our natural 
resources.  We work closely with the other Conservation organizations 
to tackle large projects and are often able to stretch our dollar and 
leverage funding to make projects that would otherwise be impossible, 
a reality. 

Typically this section of the NLC Newsletter would be filled with 
information about Tri-River’s biggest fundraiser of the year, The 
RUSH Auction!  However, in the spring of 2020 we made the decision 
to hold off on The RUSH in an effort to slow the spread of the novel 
coronavirus and to protect each other.  We have made the difficult 
decision to postpone The RUSH for another year because we value 
your health and wellness. 

We have decided to turn our focus back toward fundraising for the 
Louisa Interpretive Center.   Our plans for the new year are to get a 
revised cost opinion and to begin grant writing for some large 
grants.  We know that a project of this national significance will take 
many coordinated grants and donations including federal, state and 
local grants as well as private donations. Remember, we are a small 
county area in terms of population, but have the responsibility to share the significance of our resources. From a 
larger horizon we will realize that importance. 

For those of you who missed the opportunity to support Tri-Rivers due to cancelling of RUSH,  

please take this opportunity to continue your support.   

https://www.tri-rivers.org/make-a-donation
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“To appreciate the beauty of a snowflake it is necessary to stand out in the cold.”  

― Aristotle  

 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative 
collaboration between government agencies, private 

organizations and individuals interested in  
showcasing the natural and cultural resources of  

Louisa County, Iowa. 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper 

Save a tree!  
Sign up now to get this newsletter  

via email.  Just email us at              
conservation@louisacountyia.gov and 

ask to be put on the email list. 

If you need this newsletter 
 in larger print, call 319-523-8381 

To get on the mailing list for this FREE   
newsletter or to make address corrections  

call 319-523-8381 or email 
conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

Louisa County Conservation 
Board Member Position Open 

The Louisa County Board of Supervisors is 

currently seeking applications for a volunteer 

Louisa County Conservation Board Member.  

Visit LouisaCountyConservation.org to print 

out the application or stop by the Conservation 

office.  Completed applications should be dropped 

off or mailed to the Louisa County Auditor’s 

Office.  

Applications due December 11, 2020 

The five year appointment begins January 1, 

2021. The five member board serves without pay 

and is responsible for establishing the policies and 

goals of the Louisa County Conservation Board.  

http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=377:conservation-board-member&catid=86&Itemid=534

