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2020 illustrated how important our
natural resources are. When everything
else changes, the great outdoors is waiting
Iowa Department of for you with a refreshing certainty.
Natural Resources
Louisa County Conservation saw an
increase in campers during 2020 even
Soil and Water
though the campgrounds were closed for
Conservation
awhile. Parks and wildlife areas saw an
District
increase in activity as people searched for
Tri-Rivers
new places to hike, bike, and explore!
Conservation
Foundation
This year the Naturally Louisa County

Paddling the Odessa Water Trail. Photo by
Jessica Bolser/USFWS

Newsletter partner organizations will be
spotlighting areas across the county. Some
may be as familiar as an old friend while
others may be brand new to you! We will
do our best to provide a map or directions
to these areas plus highlighting a few
things that make them unique. Our hope is
to continue to inspire you to explore
YOUR parks and wildlife areas!
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Area Spotlight:
Hoover Nature Trail at Chinkapin
Bisecting Chinkapin Bluffs Wildlife Area is a
newly resurfaced, 2-mile long (one-way) segment of
the Hoover Nature Trail (HNT). This former raised rail
-bed from the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad
offers a spectacular walk, on level ground.
Begin your adventure by parking at the new
trailhead located within the Louisa County Fairgrounds,
just west of the Grandstands at 101 Fairground Road,
Columbus Junction, IA.
As you follow the paved trailhead up to the main
trail, there is a sign containing a map of the area. Use
your smartphone to snap a photo of the map for
reference along your walk, or feel free to grab a
brochure from the box.
Depending on your level of skill/desire, you can
choose to walk completely
on the flat surface of the
HNT. If you turn left (SE)
you could walk just under 2miles before reaching the
turn-around for a 4-mile
total walk on flat ground.
There are two locations
along the south side of the
HNT where the Chinkapin
Bluffs trails intersect. For a See if you can find this alien
more rugged walk, a person looking railroad signal. If it
was lit, the engineer would
could take one of those
begin to break, giving the
trails up to the top of the
train about a mile to get
Bluff and then follow the
slowed enough to stop at the
Columbus Junction Depot.
trail system on the Bluff.

12635 County Road G56, Suite 101
Wapello, IA 52653
P: 319-523-8381
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Congratulations, Olivia!

By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist
Louisa County Conservation is excited to share that
Olivia Brown is the recipient of the Outstanding
Volunteer Award. This statewide award is given by the
Iowa Association of Naturalists (IAN) to acknowledge
outstanding volunteers.

Olivia was
recognized in the Winter
IAN newsletter. The text
of the article reads:
The 2020
Outstanding Volunteer
Award goes to Olivia
Brown. Olivia has been a
volunteer for Louisa
County Conservation
since 2018. Before the
pandemic, Olivia would
do a wide array of tasks
from supervising the
county fair booth,
Brown with the edu-toad!
cleaning animal cages, to Olivia
Olivia especially enjoys taking
being an actor in their
care of the LCC education
animal ambassadors.
Halloween hikes. As
Bobbi Donovan said,
“There aren’t many people willing to stand in the cold,
rainy weather pretending to be carnivore poop just to
help an organization.” Well Olivia did that and made
the experience for others a pleasant one as well. One
thing Olivia really enjoys is taking care of the 10
animals at Louisa County Conservation. Olivia even
walks the turtles outside for enrichment! Even though
Olivia loves taking care of the animals, she pushes
herself outside of her comfort zone to help with projects
as well. Olivia has autism, but she never lets that stop
her from trying new tasks and has grown in confidence
during her time with Louisa County Conservation.
Thank you Olivia for all your hard work and dedication
to Louisa County Conservation.
Please join us in congratulating Olivia! Everyone at
Louisa County Conservation appreciates the joy that
you bring to us, to your work, and to the education
animals!
The full version of the IAN newsletter can be found
here https://www.iowanaturalists.org/documents-links/
newsletter under Winter 2021.
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Growing a Home for Birds
By Laura Semken, Naturalist
Louisa County Conservation is gathering ideas to
become even more bird friendly in 2021. We encourage
you to join with us in making your home bird friendly!

Bird Friendly Iowa is a statewide bird habitat
conservation and educational outreach program created
by a partnership of Iowa conservation organizations.
They’ve set three goals to help Iowa birds.
#1: Protect, restore and enhance bird habitat.
#2: Reduce threats to birds.
#3: Educate & engage people in birding & conservation
We will be highlighting one goal in each edition of the
2021 NLC Newsletter.
Goal #1: Enhancing Bird Habitat
The first step in bird conservation is habitat. Bird
populations can thrive given enough food, water,
shelter and space. Protecting and/or building bird
habitat is an easy step that you can take in your own
backyard.
The number one most important way to enhance
bird habitat is to landscape with native species in our
yards and parks. Why is native so important? Native
plants provide food for beneficial insects like
butterflies. Cornell Lab of Ornithology provides us with
some astonishing statistics to help us understand the
connection between birds, insects, and plants. 90% of
plant eating insects prefer native plants. Insects funnel

Stay Connected with LCC

energy captured by plants from sunlight to animals that
do not eat plants such as birds, frogs, toads, and many
others. 96% of all land birds eat insects at some time
during their lives. Insects are incredibly important! In
the last 50 years, songbirds that eat insects have
declined in population by 32%. We have lost 2.9
billion birds since 19701.
Here is the good news! You can help by planting
native oak trees, shrubs, and grasses. The oak growing
in your yard can support over 500 species of
caterpillars. It takes 6,000-9,000 caterpillars to make
one clutch of chickadees2. Each one of your trees
makes a difference.

An Upcycled Christmas Tree bird shelter

The Little Things Matter Too!
Not in a position to completely change the
landscape around your home? There’s plenty of little
changes that are easy to do that make a big difference.
Leave the leaves! The majority of butterflies and
moths overwinter in fallen leaves. Other insects bury
themselves in leaf litter to survive the winter.
Removing leaves from your lawn kills these
overwintering insects.
Put out birdfeeders and birdbaths! Supporting
bird habitat by providing food and water can make a
huge difference. Use a variety of feeders to attract
different species of birds. Make sure to keep the
feeders and birdbaths clean to keep the birds healthy.
Create some shelter. Hedges, downed limbs, or
even your Christmas tree can be placed in your yard to
provide shelter for birds. This is especially important
during the winter, when deciduous trees do not have
their leaves.
Whether you make big changes to your landscape
or simply add a bird feeder, YOU can do your part
to help make a Bird Friendly Louisa County!
1
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/home/bring-birds-back
2
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
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Aluminum Recycling is a Must!
By Laura Semken, for the Louisa Regional Solid Waste
Agency
Tossing aluminum cans out the window is like
throwing nickels to the wind. Burning aluminum cans is
like burning money. Every can put into the blue
recycling bin at Snively & Langwood donates 5 cents to
improving your parks in Louisa County.

Aluminum Recycling is a MUST!!
Why?
Making new aluminum cans costs more
than recycling one!

 Takes 95% more energy to make aluminum from
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bauxite ore than to recycle old aluminum.
 Bauxite ore is mined by first cutting down all of the
trees and then strip mining.
 As of 2018, the aluminum recycling rate was 35%.
If we double our aluminum recycling rate, we could
cut a million tons of pollutants out of the
atmosphere per year!
 In the U.S. alone $800 million worth of aluminum
cans are lost to landfills.
 Aluminum can be recycled unlimited times!
 Can be made into cars, airplanes, packaging and
more cans!
 Aluminum can be recycled over and over without
breaking down.
 If we recycled all our aluminum, we’d never have
to mine anymore!
Recycling aluminum pays for itself and it’s great for
the environment!
P.S. Please do not burn your camp garbage in the
fire ring. According to the DNR, it is illegal to burn
treated wood, plastic, metal and furniture. Doing so
releases toxic chemicals into the air, potentially
harming your family and the other campers nearby.
This article is part of an ongoing series sponsored
by the Louisa Regional Solid Waste Agency and
provided by Louisa County Conservation. Together we
work to educate Louisa County residents about solid
waste and solid waste reduction. For more Recycling
Aluminum Cans Fun Facts visit: https://
www.professorshouse.com/recycling-aluminum-cans-fun-facts/

New Year, New Projects

By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist
The Community Foundation of Louisa County
(CFLC) serves residents of Louisa County through a
generous granting program and the development of new
funds that benefit Louisa County. This is the 16th year
that CFLC has awarded grants. Following are a few of
the grants that were received by Naturally Louisa
County
partners.

Louisa
County
Conservation
received a grant
that will continue to improve the Hoover Nature Trail at
Columbus Junction. It will add benches, signage, and
other “finishing touches.”
LCC also received a grant that will provide
improvements and programming at Toolesboro
National Historic Landmark. Signs will be updated and
a new trail will be constructed to allow visitors to see
more of the burial mound group.
The Louisa Regional Solid Waste Agency received
funding for six “Pick and Paddle” river cleanups with
funds being used for disposal fees and supplies (see
page 6 for dates).
Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation received
$3,850 to create a state-of-the-art promotional video to
be used as a fundraising tool for the Louisa Interpretive
Center at Langwood.
Wapello Community Club received funding to
place signs that will help attract tourists to town and to
the downtown businesses.
Thank you to the Community Foundation of Louisa
County for your ongoing generous support of programs
throughout Louisa County!

U.S. FISH

Wildlife Biologist Jessica Bolser
departs for Rainwater Basin NWR
By Marcie Kapsch, Wildlife Refuge Manager

AND

WIDLIFE SERVICE

Youth Conservation Corps
Port Louisa NWR will be hosting
Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) during
the summer of 2021. This summer
employment program is open to youth
ages 15-18. YCC crew learn by doing projects that
benefit the NWR and conserve the natural resources of
the area.
Applications accepted in March. Please call the
Refuge Headquarters at 319-523-6982 or visit fws.gov/
port_louisa for application information.

“State of the Refuge” Presentation

Jessica Bolser with a cardinal
during a bird banding event at
PLNWR

The Friends of Port Louisa
National Wildlife Refuge
was formed in 2011 and
are seeking memberships.
Their purpose is to
increase public awareness, appreciation, understanding
and stewardship of the refuge and refuge system.
Refuge Manager Marcie Kapsch provided an update
for the Friends of Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge
on Feb. 11, 2021 via Zoom.
Kapsch presented on projects that have been
accomplished in 2020 and throughout the pandemic.
She also detailed future projects and provided updates
on the birds!
The recording of this presentation is available
through this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ij2it9cgzAY&feature=youtu.be. Please call the
Refuge if you would like to be emailed the link directly.

PORT LOUISA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
10728 Cty Rd X61,
Wapello, Iowa 52653
319-523-6982
Office Hours:
M-F, 7:30 - 4:00 PM
fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa
facebook.com/portlouisaNWR

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance
fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a
leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service.
For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.
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LOUISA COUNTY CONSERVATION
A Note About Public Programs:
Public programming is critical to our mission. We are
committed to following public health guidelines while
providing fun and educational programming.
Events listed here may have to be adjusted in the
future based on current recommendations.
For up to date information on programming,
“Like” our Facebook page, visit
LouisaCountyConservation.org, call the office at 319523-8381, or email conservation@louisacountyia.gov

Nature Tots: Wacky Weather
Wednesday, March 17; 10:00 am - 11:30 am
Langwood Education Center
Geared towards youth 2-4; Free
Make a cloud in a bottle, play with a water tornado,
create art using the sun, and explore your shadow.
Have fun with Wacky Weather!
RSVP on the Facebook event

Eulenspiegel Drive-In Puppet Show
Saturday, March 27; Sundown (~7:00 pm)
Louisa County Fair Grounds
All Ages Welcome, Free
Giant puppets will explore what happens when the
animals are in charge! This drive-in puppet show is
sponsored by the Louisa County Libraries and LCC.
RSVP required by calling the Columbus Junction
Library 319-728-7972. Space is limited

Langwood Comes Alive
Monday, April 5; 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Langwood Education Center
All Ages Welcome, Free
Spring is all around! Let’s get outside and enjoy it!
Hike, scoop in the pond, and/or watch the birds. Many
activity stations will be setup for this free, fun, family
event. Come and go as you please!

Pick and Paddle - Big Timber

6

Saturday, April 10;
Big Timber Division of PLNWR
Families Welcome, Free
Join us for a waterbody clean-up event. Enjoy our
rivers and help keep them clean! Canoes available to
reserve or bring your own canoe.
Pre-registration required by April 9th at Noon
Save the Dates -2021 Pick n Paddles: Sunday,
May 9; Saturday, June 26; Saturday, July 24; Saturday,
August 14; Saturday, October 16

Nature Tots: Back in Time
Saturday, April 17; 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
Toolesboro National Historic Landmark
Geared towards youth 2-4 but all ages welcome!, Free
Hop in your time machine! Explore what life was
like 2,000 years ago. We will dig in the dirt, try some
chores, have a snack, and play games. Bring the whole
family for as long as you’d like.
RSVP on the Facebook event

Hunter Education
Saturday, May 1; 8:00 am - 4:30 pm
Langwood Education Center
This free, one-day course consists of
classroom lessons and field experiences. Students must
be 11 years or older to take the class. The class will be
held outdoors, please dress accordingly.
Registration required through the Iowa DNR
website license.gooutdoorsiowa.com; Space is limited

Mother’s Day on the Marsh
Sunday, May 9; 9:00 am - 11:30 am
Odessa Water Trail at Port Louisa Inlet Tubes
Free
Take Mom paddling for Mother’s Day! We will be
leaving the area better than we found it as we clean-up
litter along the way! Enjoy a leisurely paddle of Port
Louisa National Wildlife Refuge and help us clean it
up.

Louisa County Summer Rec 2021
Summer Rec is sponsored by each city and provided by
Louisa County Conservation.
Cost: Free. 9:00 am-Noon

Columbus Junction - Chautauqua Park
July 6-9: Grades 3-6
Aug 2-6: Grades K-2
Grandview - Academy Park
June 14-15: Grades K-6
Morning Sun - Locust Grove Park
June 21-25: Grades 3-6
July 19-23: Grades K-2
Wapello - South End Park
June 28 - July 2: Grades K-6
July 12-16: Grades K-6

LOUISA COUNTY CONSERVATION

Louisa County Conservation
2021 Summer Nature Camps

Camps include nature exploration, hiking, games, crafts, and
hands-on activities. Included in the camp fee are a daily snack and
reusable water bottle.

Nature Camp Registration Information
Registration begins on Wednesday, April 14 at Noon. Forms will available on our website or at our office.
Forms, with payment, can be mailed to our office or dropped off Monday-Friday from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Payment
must be received in order to reserve a spot. Please reach out to us with any questions!
Contact Lana at lmccomb@louisacountyia.gov or 319-523-8381 with any questions! See you this summer!
Our plan is to hold some sort of camp, even if the
structure has to change due to current public health
recommendations. For this reason we will be collecting
Cash/Check only to avoid difficulties with online
registration if details change. Staff will update parents/
guardians regularly throughout the Spring!

Caterpillar Camp
June 14-18; 8:30 am-11:30 am
Entering K-1st Grade; Cost: $35
Explore nature! We will adventure through nature as we
learn about plants, water, animals, and the sky. Camp will
end with a family fun day at Virginia Grove!

Tadpole Camp
June 21-25; 8:30 am-11:30 am
Entering 1st-2nd Grade, Cost: $35
From tadpoles to dragonflies, we will delight in the
wonders of metamorphosis! Curious human “tadpoles”
will explore the unique critters found in the woods, water,
and prairie at Langwood.

Nature Detectives
June 28-30; 8:30 am-12:00 pm
July 1; 8:30 am - 2:00 pm
Entering 2nd-3rd Grade, Cost: $40
What’s your -ology? Try out a different kind of science
each day and find out what your favorite -ology is!
Biology, geology, meteorology, entomology, and
bubble-olgy...there’s something for everyone! Camp will
end with a family fun day and picnic on July 1.

Outdoor (Otter!) Explorers
July 19-22; 9:00 am-2:00 pm
Entering 3rd-4th Grade, Cost: $45
Otters love to play! From pond scooping to catching
fish, you can splash into a week of fun as we learn about
the wetlands otters call home.

Great Escape
Aug. 2 - 5; 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Entering 4th-5th Grade; Cost: $45
Could you survive in the wild? Dive into blackberry
wisdom! From outdoor cooking, fire building, forest
survival skills, shelter building, fishing, and paddling,
You’ll be ready for any adventure!

The Best of the Best
July 13-14; 9:00 am- 3:00 pm
Entering 5th-7th Grade, Cost: $50
Practice your outdoor skills! Campers will start
campfires, cook food, make rope, paddle, and try the
Langwood Ropes Course.

River Raiders: Louisa County!
Training day: June 16, 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Trip dates: July 7-9
Explore Louisa County’s Rivers!
Entering 6th- 8th Grade. Cost: $60
We will stay local this year as we explore the Iowa
River. More details to come. We hope to be able to
camp but we are waiting to figure out those details.
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Cone Marsh and the Seahawks
By Vance Polton, Fisheries Management Technician
When we agreed to focus this newsletter on
highlighting unique areas in Louisa County, I thought
about Cone Marsh. It is a place that a lot of people
have been to before but there is a little forgotten history
that may let us see it in a new light.

Most people have either been to Cone Marsh in NW
Louisa County or have heard of it. This 728-acre
public hunting area is a mixture of marshland and
uplands and was purchased by the Iowa Conservation
Commission in 1960’s. Before that, Cone Marsh had a
long history which includes being used as a training site
by the World War II Naval Preflight Training School
based at The
University of
Iowa called the
Seahawks.
In April of 1942
University of
Iowa President
Virgil Hancher
officially
presented the facilities of the University to the U.S.
Navy in order the create the first pre-flight naval
training school in the United States. It would become
known as the “Midwest Annapolis of the Air.” Starting
in May of 1942, groups of 2,000 young men trained for
three months before moving on to flight training at
regular air bases. Cone Marsh in Louisa County was
the home of a naval survival course used to train the
recruits in the art of jungle survival and warfare.
Some people may remember that during WW II the
University of Iowa actually had two football teams
associated with it: The Hawkeyes and the Seahawks.
The Seahawks were made up of recruits from the

Preflight School and were coached by Major Bernie
Biermann (the former football coach of the Minnesota
Golden Gophers). In 1943 those duties were taken over
by Lieutenant Don Faurot, who had coached football at
the University of Missouri before the War. One member
of the football team was a young Forest Evashevski
who also served as a platoon leader and trained recruits
in the art of hand to hand combat. After the War,
Forest went on to become the head coach for the Iowa
Hawkeyes from 1952 -1960. If you would like to learn
more about the Iowa Seahawks the November 2017
issue of the Iowa Alumni Magazine has a fine article on
them titled: “The Forgotten Hawks”. The Forgotten
Hawks | University of Iowa.
So, when you are out at Cone Marsh this spring
doing some bird watching or this fall setting up in the
predawn hours to do a little duck hunting take a little
time and imagine what it would have been like to be
one of those recruits wading across the marsh as part of
the naval survival course that was getting you prepared
to serve as a naval pilot in the Pacific Fleet of World
War II.

Visit Cone Marsh
Location: 3 miles west of Conesville, northwest of
Columbus Junction.
Details: 728 acres of 1/2 marsh, 1/4 upland, 1/4 timber
with three parking areas and two boat ramps.
Activities: waterfowl hunting and bird watching.
Uncommon wetland bird species are often spotted
here!
Directions: Follow 220th St. west out of Conesville.
Follow V Ave north to get to the other parking
areas.
Download a Map

IOWA DEPARTMENT

OF

NATURAL RESOURCES

Conservation Officer - 563-260-1225
Joseph.Fourdyce@dnr.iowa.gov
District Forester - 319-523-2216
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov
Fisheries Biologist - 319-694-2430
Chad.Dolan@dnr.iowa.gov
Wildlife Biologist - 319-551-8459
Andy.Robbins@dnr.iowa.gov
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SOIL

Congratulations on Retirement!
By Kathy Dice, Commissioner, SWCD
Duane Lewis, a much loved and respected
employee with the Louisa County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) will be retiring this
month. Lewis, who started in 2003, is one of the most
liked and friendliest faces the public saw at the local
NRCS office in Wapello. In the District Employee
Position, Lewis was the go-to person for hands-on jobs.
He assisted with many public events involving
conservation, no matter what
agency was involved.

Duane could be found folding
the Naturally Louisa County
Newsletter with Louisa
County Conservation; down in
a soil pit with high school
students helping with the soil
judging contest; working with
Port Louisa Refuge staff to
build hundreds of blue bird
boxes; and bundling trees for
the annual tree sales. Duane
Duane with a Goose Nest
Box at the County Fair was always a friendly face at
the Louisa County Fair,
helping inspire others with his love of conservation.
Duane is always the first person to jump in and
help, with a smile. He is famous for the homecooked
lunches he brings to Naturally Louisa County
newsletter folding sessions!
Drew Delang, former District Conservationist,
shares, “Duane is a true friend of conservation.”
Everyone in Louisa County will miss Duane but we
expect to see him still actively helping out his
community and its environment in the years to come.
Happy Retirement, Duane!

AND

WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Louisa County
Pheasants Forever
and Quail Forever
The Louisa County PF/QF
Chapter will be holding regular events throughout 2021.
The best way to stay in touch is to follow the chapter at
Facebook.com/LouisaCountyPFQF
Holly Schutt, PF/QF Wildlife Biologist, will be
hosting virtual webinars on topics such as CRP, habitat,
and many other valuable landowner resources. All of
her events can be found at iowapf.net/events.

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2, Wapello, Iowa 52653
319-523-6411
Pam Wright; Conservation Assistant
pam.wright@usda.gov
SWCD
.
Commissioners:
Jonathon Ball
Kathy Dice
Dan Vogeler
Betsy Evans
Drew Yotter

Fire, Smoke & Water
Cleanup & Restoration
24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Wapello......(319)527-2835
Toll Free.....(800)754-8050
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TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

Wetland Interpretive Trail
Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting
Saturday, April 24; 3:00 -5:00 pm
Louisa Interpretive Center at Langwood
Come celebrate the completion of the Wetland
Interpretive Trail. There will be a short dedication
speech and ribbon cutting at 3:30 pm, followed by light
refreshments and time to explore.

Visitors can expect to
explore wetlands, the role
wetlands play in the great
web of life and the plants
and animals that call them
home.
There will be fishing
available at the LIC pond,
guided hikes through the
trail and prairie and of
course, the ability to explore
on your own.
Visitors may want
closed-toe shoes and long
pants to venture into the
prairie, or mud boots to
explore the wetlands.
However, plenty of
adventure can also be found
from the mowed or granular
surfaced paths.
Come outside and
explore the Wetland
Interpretive Trail with us!
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LIC Grant Received

Plans and dreams for the future “Louisa
Interpretive Center” at Langwood are moving forward.
With the completion of the Wetland Interpretive Trail
project, Tri-Rivers has
its sights set high.
A grant from the
Community
Foundation of Louisa County will help Tri-Rivers to
complete a series of videos to help promote and
fundraise for building the Louisa Interpretive Center.
This building will be of local, state and national
significance as it resides within a mile of the heavily
traveled Great River Road and Mississippi River Trail.
This facility will be a stopping point where people
can learn about the rich natural and cultural history of
Louisa County’s people, plants and wildlife.
We are pleased to announce that we have
completed the first six phases of this project (concept
development, land purchase, master planning, site prep/
surveys, construction of the pond, wetland and entrance
drive and the Wetland Interpretive Trail). Now we are
ready to begin the final two phases: fundraising for and
construction of the Louisa Interpretive Center! A
beautiful center, full of information built with
sustainability and conservation practices for energy
efficiency.
Come check out the site and learn more at the
Grand Opening celebration!

12635 CR G56, Suite 106, Wapello, Iowa 52653

319-523-8381 tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov
www.tri-rivers.org
Directors
Al Bohling, Columbus Junction
Cindy Klebe, Muscatine
Dale Howell, Columbus Junction
Dan Vogeler, Columbus Junction
Don Kline, Washington
Jay Schweitzer, Columbus Junction
Jeanne Mott, Morning Sun
Karen Minnis, Morning Sun
Kathy Wilkerson, Wapello
Steve Johnson, Bettendorf

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION

Conservation Scholarships Available
Tri-Rivers will be giving out two $1,000
scholarships. Both scholarships will be given to
applicants who are either high school seniors or college
students, pursuing a degree in natural resources or a
related field. A person could receive both if qualified
and candidates are eligible to receive the scholarship
more than once.
The Paris Scholarship is for students living in
Louisa County or attending a Louisa County High
School who plan to attend an Iowa college or
university. This legacy started in 2009 to honor the life
of William “Bill” Paris, a lifelong outdoor enthusiast.
The Tri-Rivers Director’s Scholarship is for
students who live in the Louisa Resource Area (a little
bigger circle, including Louisa County and neighboring
cities/schools). Participants may attend any college or
university for this scholarship, applicants are not
limited to an Iowa school.
Fillable scholarship applications can be found on
the Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation website at:
Tri-rivers.org/scholarships/
Deadline to apply is May 1, 2021 at noon.

Thanks for your kindness, donation, time and
support! We appreciate you and your dedication to
conservation and protection of our natural resources.
AJ Boysen
Al & Dianne Bohling
Bayer (Your Cause)
Carol Gerst
Carolyn Bartenhagen
Chris & Judy Ball
Community Foundation
of Louisa County
Dan & Sue Vogeler
Dick Johnson Memorial
Don & Marge Kline
Doug & Becky Paris
Ed Bayne
Gloria Newell
Hotel Wapello
James Scott
Jay & Sue Schweitzer
Jim & Jeanne Mott

Jim Rudisill
Joseph Furlong
Karen Holub
Kathy Wilkerson
Kevin Schaper
Larry & Karen Minnis
Lee & Doris Harris
Lee & Mary Roudybush
Lester & Loralea Arnold
Marcie Bell
Marianne Hollingsworth
Mike & Joan Hodges
Paul & Ann Mayes
Ria Meyer
S & J Tube
Scott & Janelle Heater
Steven Schomberg
Wayne & Sherry Humphreys

The Mission of Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation is to provide funds for the protection and
enhancement of the natural resources in the environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa
and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa.
The Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation for
good land stewardship. It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional and
quasi-public programs.

MAKE

A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN

Enclosed is my donation for:
___$25
___$50
___$100
___$250
___$500
___$1,000
___Other ______________
Name or Business_____________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip_______________________________________________
Email_______________________________________________________
Return this form and payment to:
Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation
12635 County Road G56, Suite 106
Wapello, IA 52653

LOUISA COUNTY

Please earmark my donation for:
___ Louisa Interpretive Center
___ Louisa County Trails Council
___ TRCF Scholarship
___ Environmental Education
___ Use my donation where needed most
___ Other: ________________________
General Donations are payable to:
Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation
Endowment Funds are payable to:
Community Foundation of Greater
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)
___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund
___ Trails Endowment Fund
___ Paris Scholarship Endowment
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12635 Cty Rd G56, Suite 106
Wapello, IA 52653
www.tri-rivers.org

“If we had no winter,
the spring would not be so pleasant.”
―Anne Bradstreet

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative collaboration between
government agencies, private organizations and individuals
interested in showcasing the natural and cultural resources of
Louisa County, Iowa.

Check out the NEW
LouisaCountyConservation.org!
Easily find Upcoming Events, rent Langwood
Education Center and park shelters, and get
information on a new area to explore.
Plus, the website is now optimized for mobile
devices. Connect with us from your tablet,
phone, or desktop computer!

In 1955 the Iowa Legislature passed H.F. 591 establishing Iowa’s 99-county
conservation system. It was up to the citizens of each county to vote to create their
County Conservation Board. In 1956, 16 counties voted their CCB into existence. The
other counties followed suit in following elections. Although all 99 counties are a little
different, we all partner together to share ideas, best practices and more in a group called
Iowa’s County Conservation Systems.
One of our joint projects is the website and Facebook presence: MyCountyParks.com.
It features all 99 of Iowa’s CCB’s. Each county has a listing of their parks and wildlife
areas. It’s definitely worth checking out!
A new Facebook promotion called, “99 Parks in 99 Weeks” started in January 2021. Each week a different
CCB will have a park featured. There are so many amazing places to visit!
Louisa County Conservation won’t be featured until Sept of 2022! We hope you make time to:

Get Outside and Explore!

