
 

 

 In this Issue 

Index of 
Contributors 

Edited by 
Katie Hammond 

3 Snyder Recognized 

6 Upcoming Events 

7 
Nature Camp 
Information 

8 Odessa Lifestyle 

9 
Beauty of Louisa 
County 

10 Scholarship Winners 

2 
Louisa County 
Conservation 

4 
Naturally Louisa 
County 

5 
US Fish & Wildlife 
Service 

8 
Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources 

9 

Soil and Water 
Conservation 
District 

10 

Tri-Rivers  
Conservation 
Foundation 

LIC and Wetland Interpretive Trail - Open to the Public! 
By Katie Hammond, LCC Director 

We are thrilled to announce that on 

April 24th, the 40-acre parcel of land that 

we are currently calling the (future) Louisa 

Interpretive Center (LIC) opened to the 

public! 

Visitors are welcome and encouraged to 

explore the site. The newly finished half-

mile Wetland Trail loop is a must see. 

There are 14 vibrant educational signs 

along the way, a central plaza and two foot 

bridges to cross. 

www.LouisaCountyConservation.org 

Pond fishing is available on the 2-acre 

pond.  It is stocked with blue gill, 

largemouth bass and channel catfish. 

Please note, we have a 15” limit on bass 

and all Iowa fishing rules and regulations 

apply.  

Besides the Wetland Trail loop, there 

are mowed paths around perimeter and 

winding through the prairie.   

The best way to find this area is to 

enter the address: 14019 H Avenue, 

Wapello, IA into your 

mapping program.   

     Look for the 2-

track, environmentally 

friendly and mostly 

permeable half-circle 

drive that makes a one-

way loop through the 

area. Parking is 

available in the gravel 

lot while you go out 

exploring. 

     Plans are in the 

works to hold a series 

of public information 

and listening sessions 

across the county to 

share our vision for the 

future Louisa 

Interpretive Center and 

to hear your voices. 

SUMMER 2021 

VOLUME 14 

ISSUE 2 

Wetland Trail 

http://louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=69&Itemid=435
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Area Spotlight:  
Toolesboro Mounds, NHL 
By: Lana Artz-McComb 

Toolesboro Mounds National Historic Landmark 

lays along the bluff above the Iowa River. At least 20 

burial  mounds were constructed ~2,500 years ago by 

people known as the Woodland Indians. 7 mounds 

remain and are among some of the best preserved 

mounds representing the Hopewell Culture.  

Mounds 1 and 2 are visible from the Museum. Work 

is underway to develop a trail which will allow for a 

better view of Mounds 3, 4, and 5. Mounds 6 and 7 are 

on private property. Trail work will continue into the 

Summer of 2021 and will tentatively be open by Fall.  

The Museum is open seasonally (see below) 

however, it can also be opened by appointment for 

groups at any point throughout the year. Groups include 

Scout troops, homeschool groups, community clubs or 

organizations, and more. Please call the Conservation 

office if you’d like to schedule a program! We’d love 

for you to visit this treasure of Louisa County! 

Louisa County Conservation would like to thank the 

Office of the State Archaeologist and State Historical 

Society of Iowa for their assistance. Funding for these 

improvements is provided through a generous grant 

from the Community Foundation of Louisa County.  

Toolesboro Museum officially opens on 

Wednesday, May 26 this year.  See below for Museum 

hours.  The outdoor grounds have a few exhibits to read 

and are available to be viewed year-round. 

The Toolesboro Museum is located at 6568 

Toolesboro Avenue, Wapello.  It is about 7 miles east of 

Wapello, just off County Road 99.  Visitors are 

encouraged to also visit the Six Littleton Brothers Civil 

War Memorial, which is on the adjacent property.  Both 

attractions are easily seen on the North side of Co Rd. 

99 about half-way between Wapello and Oakville. 

 

The people in this list have helped with public 
programs, newsletter folding, trash pick-up, hunter 
education and so much more!  

Audra Brown 
Bobbi Donovan 
Claire Hoeg 
Eric Tackenberg 
Greg Terry 
Jerry Heater 
John Guyer 
Kevin Tosie 

Mary Boysen 
Olivia Brown 
Scott Heater 
The Nature Conservancy 
Shawn Hawks 
Tracy Lott 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
 

Toolesboro Museum Opens  
Wed, May 26, 2021; 12:30 - 4:30 pm 

Regular staffed hours, with the museum open 
Memorial Weekend - Labor Day 

12:30 - 4:30 pm, Wednesday - Sunday 

Labor Day - October 31 
12:30 - 4:30 pm, Saturdays Only 

Also available by appointment call 319-523-8381! 

Campground News 
Louisa County Camping fees are set to increase by 

a few dollars, effective July 1, 2021.  The new camping 

fees will be $15/site/night. Camping coupon booklets 

can be purchased at the Louisa County Complex for 

$75 and include six nights of camping. 

Camping is first-come, first served with self-pay 

boxes at the main kiosks along with maps, rules and 

directions for reserving a spot.   

Most sites have 20-30-50 AMP service. There are 

latrines and water hydrants available.   

*New* This year we are going to be offering 

firewood for sale at Snively and Virginia Grove.  It will 

be available for purchase on an honor-system where 

campers can self-pay for the wood.   

Virginia Grove Recreation Area has 11 camp 

sites, a reservable picnic shelter, a modern playground, 

a pond to fish and trails to hike. 

Snively Campground has 33 campsites, located on 

the shore of the beautiful Odessa Wildlife Management 

Area.  Easy access to Odessa for paddling, boating and 

fishing!  

Flaming Prairie Campground has 21 campsites 

and access to the Mississippi River.  This area is subject 

to closure due to high water. Contact the office if you 

are unsure if it is open. 

Looking for a great gift for that camper in your 

family?  Camp coupons make great gifts, they don’t 

require you to have the exact change and you get a free 

night’s stay with each booklet you purchase. 

Camp with us and explore your local parks!   
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Jeff Snyder - 15 
years of service! 

From mowing & chain 

sawing to burning, planting and 

park patrol, “Rat” Snyder has 

been a fixture at Louisa County 

Conservation for the past 15 

years!   

He has mentored countless 

seasonal employees and a 

handful of permanent staff too.  

Jeff is a great teacher, mentor 

and friend to all.   

Jeff’s positive attitude, 

great work ethic and 

knowledge of so many subjects 

makes him a great employee and friend.  We haven’t 

found anything that he can’t do!    

Congrats Jeff and thanks for all your hard work and 

dedication to making Louisa County Parks and Wildlife 

areas the best that they can be!  We appreciate you! 

Jeff Snyder was 
recognized for 15 years of 

service with Louisa 
County Conservation. 

Good-Bye to Tanner Donovan 
We are so sad to say that Tanner Donovan accepted 

a position with Madison County Conservation and is no 

longer working with LCC.  One of Tanner’s greatest 

accomplishments was mastering the forestry mower on 

the skid steer.  We wish you the best of luck and we 

will miss both you and Bobbi fiercely! 

Welcome Noah Robb! 
Noah Robb of Morning Sun will 

be the new Natural Resources 

Technician.  He comes to us with a 

strong background in Natural 

Resources, a BS in Animal Ecology 

and a Forestry minor from Iowa 

State University.   

Noah enjoys boating, hunting, 

backpacking and spending time 

outdoors.  You can all expect to see 

him out and about in the parks, restoring woodlands, 

planting food plots and improving habitat across Louisa 

County! 

Hello Summer Staff... 
Welcome back Jacob Ewart, Claire Hoeg, Olivia 

Brown, Lynette Moore and Nonie Crumley!   

We are so thrilled to have you working with us 

again this summer!  Jacob will be helping with park 

maintenance and Claire will be leading Summer Rec 

programs. Olivia, Nonie & Lynette staff the Toolesboro 

Mounds, NHL. 

New faces this summer include:  Frankie 

Rappenecker who will be assisting with natural 

resources and mowing; Sarah Martinez will be helping 

with Summer Rec programs and Bria Holthe will serve 

as the Naturalist Intern at Summer Nature Camps. 

Frankie Rappenecker & Jacob Ewart rocking the mowers! 

http://www.lccb.org/


 

 

NATURALLY LOUISA COUNTY 

4 

Hunter Education Instructors 
Recognized for Years of Service 

Pictured (L-R) are several of the Louisa County Hunter Ed 
instructors and the total number of years they have been 

volunteering:  Doug Brown (38), Eric Tackenberg (27), Tracy 
Lott (11), Lana Artz-McComb (10), Katie Hammond (21), Greg 

Terry (24), Mike Todd (17), and Dave Boysen (14).  
Several instructors were not present for the photo.  

Silvopasture: Integrating Livestock in 
Woodlands to Improve Habitat 
By Baily Yotter, NWTF Area Forester 

Silvopasture is not a new practice. In fact, it has 

been a readily used tool to farmers and foresters alike 

for hundreds of years. Silvopasture practices integrate 

the management of trees, forages, and grazing livestock 

for a production benefit. This does not mean allowing 

livestock to graze in a woodland area without active 

grazing management. Instead, intensive rotational 

grazing systems must be established before the system 

can be successfully established. This requires short- and 

long-term planning.  

Silvopasture can be created in existing woodland 

systems or by establishing a new tree plantation. In 

existing woodlands, improvements can be made by 

thinning out the timber (forest stand improvement) and 

allowing more light availability to the forest floor. This 

increase in light will allow for higher production of 

forage. If existing vegetation is not suitable for 

livestock production, consider planting forages that are 

shade tolerant and suitable for your site.  

The timber thinning work will open up the desirable 

trees within the woodland by eliminating undesirable 

species and also improving forest health by reducing 

tree density, eliminating non-native invasive plants, 

promoting tree growth, and increasing mast production 

that is beneficial to wildlife (mast is nuts, fruits, acorns, 

or seeds).  

Tree plantings can be designed to meet your goals. 

They  can improve tree diversity, promote wildlife 

habitat, diversify farm income by producing nuts or 

fruits or growing high-value timber products, or to 

relieve heat stress in the summer and to provide 

windbreak/shelter in the 

winter for livestock.  

Whatever your goals 

may be, discussing your 

options with a 

professional forester and 

NRCS personnel will be 

essential. It will be 

important to consider your layout, forage species, 

protection from livestock and equipment, and long-term 

management needs. To learn more about Silvopasture 

integration on your property, contact Bailey Yotter, 

NWTF Area Forester, at byotter@nwtf.net or 319-230-

3143. 

Morning Sun Prairie Planting 
By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist  

Dirt flew as Morning Sun 2nd grade spread 

compost over the newly tilled pollinator garden behind 

Morning Sun Elementary! Students prepped the area 

and planted over 30 seedlings. Thanks to a generous 

grant from Louisa Soil and Water Conservation 

District,  Morning Sun will have a beautiful addition to 

the existing prairie which will support Iowa’s 

pollinators. 

 

 

 

mailto:byotter@nwtf.net


 

 

U.S. FISH AND WIDLIFE SERVICE 

5 

PORT LOUISA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

10728 Cty Rd X61,   
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

  319-523-6982 

Office Hours:   
M-F, 7:30 - 4:00 PM 

fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa 
facebook.com/portlouisaNWR 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance 
fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a 
leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, steward-
ship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals and commitment to public service.  
For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 

Prescribed Fire Season 2021 
By Fire Crew at Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge  

The South Zone fire management program stationed 
at Port Louisa, National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) works 
together with local and out of state resources to enhance 
our natural landscape using prescribed fire as a tool.  

This spring, in joint efforts with Louisa County 
Conservation, IA DNR, The Nature Conservancy, and 
the U.S. Forest Service, the South Zone was able to 
burn over 5,000 acres for wildlife habitat.  

Horseshoe Bend, the Louisa Division, and the Iowa 
River Corridor were the main units burned this spring at 
Port Louisa NWR. Burns were also conducted at Neil 
Smith NWR. 

Planning begins way before a fire is ever ignited.  
Staff put many hours into writing prescribed burn plans 
that take dozens of factors into account including 
objectives, fuel type, fire breaks, and topography.  
Weather is a key factor with wind speed and direction 
plus relative humidity parameters.  Plans also take into 
account the number of people and equipment needed. 

The main objective of the burns, other than fuel 
reduction, is to set back woody vegetation and clear the 
land for more desirable native prairie.  

A lot of effort is put in to create fire breaks. This 

could be a mow line or disc line that wraps around each 

unit to help ease the firing operations and makes control 

of the fire as easy as possible.  Ignition typically begins 

on the downwind side at a good anchor point so the 

main line of fire backs slowly into the unit creating 

black as it goes.   

A typical prescribed fire will consist of a burn boss, 

leaders on each division to manage the flow of 

progress, ignitors to light off the edge of the desired 

unit and holding resources to be sure that the fire stays 

within the desired perimeter. The crew uses radios to 

communicate and maps to navigate, so that all 

resources can work safely, in unison.  

With only weather and topography to challenge the 

crews conducting the burn, they can successfully 

complete their objectives with little to no issues. 

Success is in thanks to great crews to work with and 

the tremendous amount of prep work that goes into 

every unit before a match is ever dropped. 

This is an example of a great mow line on a controlled burn at 
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge. 

Burn Boss, Erik Acker (right) and ignitor, Mark Spitznogle watch 
the recently lit line as the fire slowly backs into the area, creating 
an area of black that will help them keep the fire contained within 

the burn unit and provide safety for crew members. 

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa/
https://www.facebook.com/PortLouisaNWR/?rf=138948706129730
https://www.fws.gov/
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Langwood Adventure Day 

Saturday, June 5; 8:00 am - Noon 

Langwood Education Center 

Free - All ages welcome to the family fun! 

This is your chance to try all sorts of outdoor fun!  Try 

fishing, paddling, pond scooping, the Langwood High 

Ropes Challenge Course and more! 

Register and sign the waiver online! 

Nature Tots: Back in Time 

Friday, May 28; 10:30 am - Noon 
Toolesboro Mounds, National Historic Landmark 

Geared towards youth 2-4 but all ages welcome! 

Hop in your time machine! Explore what life was 

like 2,000 years ago. We will dig in the dirt, try some 

chores, have a snack, and play games. Bring the whole 

family for as long as you’d like. 

RSVP on the Facebook event for this FREE event! 

Insect Zoo 

Monday, June 14; 2:00-3:00 pm 

Morning Sun Community Center 

FREE - All ages welcome! 

Let’s explore the amazing world of insects with Iowa 

State University’s traveling Insect Zoo!   

This event is open to the public.  Brought to you by ISU 

Extension and Louisa County Conservation. 

Nature Tots: Insect Zoo 

Monday, June 14; 2:00 - 3:00 pm 

It’s all about bugs! Join us and learn all about 6-legged 

critters. This event will be open to the public but it’s a 

perfect time for the Nature Tots to explore too! 

Conservation - at the Louisa County Fair 

Tuesday, July 27 - Saturday, July 31 

Louisa County Fairgrounds, Columbus Junction 

Families Welcome, Free 

Check out the Louisa County Conservation booth at 

the Louisa County Fair!  Explore decomposers and learn 

how they help us reduce (or eliminate) needing to throw 

food in the garbage.  

The Conservation booth will be staffed from 11 am - 

4 pm each day.  Follow our Facebook page for special 

presentation times!  

Women’s Outdoor Workshop (WOW!) 
Saturday, Sept. 25; 10:00 am - 8:00 pm 

Langwood Education Center 

$15/person (bring your own lunch) 

Join us for a one day WOW experience! Socially 

distanced activities this year will include paddling, 

archery, and fire building  + cooking over the open fire..  

Pre-registration required by Sept. 13.We hope to bring 

the full WOW weekend back in 2022.  

Pick-n-Paddle - Iowa River Water Trail  

Schwob Access to Cappy Russell 

Saturday, June 26; 9:00 am - 4:00 pm  

Families Welcome, Free 

Join us for an Iowa River clean-up event.  Canoes 

available to borrow or bring your own.  

Pre-registration required Friday June 25. 

Save the Date for future Pick-n-Paddles  

Sat., July 24 - Iowa River Segment 

Sat., August 14 - Iowa River Segment 

October 16 - Burris Ditch on Odessa 

Free & Open to the Public! 

Pick-n-Paddle is a canoe-based waterbody clean-up 

program. Help preserve wildlife friendly rivers! Enjoy a 

leisurely paddle and help make the area safer for 

wildlife.  During the paddle, we will be hunting for trash 

and enjoying nature’s surprises.  Trash tongs and special 

gloves provided.  

Pre-registration required by the Friday’s before. 

A Note About Public Programs: 
“Follow” or “Like” us on Facebook  

Website: LouisaCountyConservation.org  
Call our office: 319-523-8381 

Send an email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

 

 

 

Stay Connected with LCC 

Ranger Ride Fundraiser 
Thursday, August 12; 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

Location To Be Announced 

$50/Vehicle (UTV, ATV, Golf Cart) 

For a couple hours only, on Thursday, August 12, 

Louisa County Conservation will be opening one of the 

County Parks for an off-road vehicle drive through.  

Watch our Facebook Page & Website for more details!  

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/langwood-adventure-day/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/langwood-adventure-day/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/nature-tots-back-in-time/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/nature-tots-back-in-time/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/nature-tots-insect-zoo/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/langwood-adventure-day/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/pick-n-paddle/
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/langwood-adventure-day/
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  Summer Nature Camps 
Most camps will be held at Langwood Education 

Center, some include field trips to nearby areas.  
Payment and form must be received in order to 
reserve a spot.   

Camps are filling up fast, don’t delay.   
Get registered today for a fun filled summer!  

Outdoor Explorers 
July 19-22; 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

Entering 3rd-4th Grade, Cost: $45 

Splash into a week of fun! 

Nature Detectives 
June 28-June 30; 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

July 1; 8:30 am-2:00 pm 
Entering 2nd-3rd Grade, Cost: $40 

Icky, wacky, gross, COOL! Nature! 

Tadpole Camp 
June 21-25; 8:30 am-11:30 am 

Entering 1st-2nd Grade, Cost: $35 

Discover amazing animal adaptations. 

Caterpillar Camp 
June 14-18; 8:30 am-11:30 am 
Entering K-1st Grade; Cost: $35 

River Raiders: Louisa County 
Training day: June 16, 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

Trip date: July 7 – July 9  
Iowa River in Louisa County! 

Entering 6th– 8th  Grade. Cost: $60 
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The Best of the Best 
July 13-14; 9:00 am- 3:00 pm 

Entering 5th-6th Grade, Cost: $50 

Great Escape 
August 2-5; 9:00 am-2:00 pm 

 Entering 4th-5th Grade; Cost: $45 

Summer Rec in Louisa County 
9:00 am - Noon daily 

Local City Parks (see below) 
Cost: FREE!! 

Summer Rec is sponsored by each of the four cities 
and provided by Louisa County Conservation.   

This year’s theme is Animal Olympics! Kids can 
expect to play games, make crafts and have snacks!  

These free programs are designed to provide 
outdoor fun for your children in your local park!   

Permission/health forms are available online, at the 
local libraries and at Summer Rec. They will need to be 
filled out and signed by a parent/guardian. 

Columbus Junction - Chautauqua Park  

July 6-9:  Grades 3-6 

Aug 2-6: Grades K-2 

Grandview - Academy Park 

June 14-15:  Grades K-6 

Morning Sun - Locust Grove Park 

June 21-25: Grades 3-6 

July 19-23: Grades K-2 

Wapello - South End Park 

June 28 - July 2: Grades K-6 

July 12-16: Grades K-6 

Summer Library Programs 
Cost: FREE!! 

Explore the colors of our world this summer! How 
do animals use color to camouflage themselves? Let’s 
find out together! 

We encourage all youth to take part in the summer 
reading programs and hope you will come on the 
following days to have even more fun with us! 

Mellinger Memorial Library - Morning Sun 
June 23; 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
 
Columbus Junction Library 
July 15; 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Chautauqua City Park 
 
Keck Memorial Library - Wapello 
June 29; 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
 
Letts Public Library - Letts 
June 15; 2:00 - 3:00 pm 
 
Letts Public Library - Grandview Academy Park 
June 24; 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm  

https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
https://louisacountyconservation.org/event/registration-for-2021-summer-nature-camps/
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IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  

Conservation Officer - 563-260-1225 
Joseph.Fourdyce@dnr.iowa.gov  

District Forester - 319-523-2216 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

Fisheries Biologist - 319-694-2430 
Chad.Dolan@dnr.iowa.gov 

Wildlife Biologist - 319-551-8459 
Andy.Robbins@dnr.iowa.gov  

www.iowadnr.gov 

Hunters & Wildlife Share the Lake 

Odessa Lifestyle 

Excerpt is reprinted from an IDNR Press Release written 
by Mick Klemesrud. 

Sitting along the west bank of the Mississippi River 

in Louisa County, Lake Odessa, with its network of 

islands, waterways and hidden sloughs, might be the 

wildest place in Iowa. 

It may be the only place in the state where 

diamondback and copperbelly water snakes are still 

found. It’s home to red eared sliders, softshell, painted 

and common snapping turtles, otters, beaver, turkeys 

and deer and is a popular refueling station for pelicans 

and bald eagles along with ducks and geese by the 

thousands. 

The Mighty Mississippi is the water source that 

floods the refuge and wildlife area as planned, and 

occasionally floods the entire area when not planned. 

The responsibility for managing Lake Odessa falls 

to Andy Robbins, Wildlife Biologist for the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources. 

“No two years have been the same here because of 

the constantly changing water levels on the Mississippi 

River,” he said. “We can have a dry year resulting in 

some productive habitat management, or a major flood 

resulting in a levee break. But that’s what makes this 

system so dynamic.” 

Robbins’ water level management plan attempts to 

mirror Mother Nature. In the summer, he draws it down 

to expose mudflats which immediately vegetate with a 

variety of moist-soil plants. In the fall, he gradually 

puts water into the newly established vegetation 

creating a buffet for migrating birds. 

Every point and pond on Odessa has a name - 

Round Pond, Phil’s Pond, Taylor Pond, The Nightmare, 

Dynamite Ditch, the list goes on and on. Some names 

go back to when the area was still called Muscatine 

Slough, long before it was open to the public. 

Duck hunting is a lifestyle and more and more of 

the 150 cabins and duck shacks on the lake have been 

converted into year round residences. Those homes 

generally overlook the area where hunters will literally 

stake out the parking spot where their boat will be 

positioned for the dash to their honey hole 

at midnight on opening day. 

It draws well over 1,000 hunters each year from the 

Quad Cities, Cedar Rapids, Muscatine, Burlington, 

Washington, and is a second home to the sportsmen of 

Louisa County. If out-of-towners want to blend in, they 

should use tumbleweed and pin oak branches on their 

duck blind. Using any other material is a clear signal 

that you’re not from around here. 

Lake Odessa Wildlife Area and the adjacent Port 

Louisa National Wildlife Refuge is a nearly 7,000-acre 

complex built to attract waterfowl and other migratory 

birds during their annual migration. But it’s much more 

than just that. 

It has an extensive water trail for paddlers to 

explore. For those who may be apprehensive about 

tackling the area, the Louisa County Conservation 

Board hosts paddling events on the lake, including 

offering a moonlit paddle. There is a lot of interest in 

bird watching and fishing also.  While the area can be 

somewhat difficult to navigate, the diversity and 

numbers is worth the effort. 

Odessa’s forest is showing signs of the major 

flooding and more trees are lost with each major flood 

event.  Robbins is hoping that 2021 will be an 

uneventful year, when it comes to flooding. 

http://www.iowadnr.gov
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 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2, Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-523-6411    

Pam Wright; Conservation Assistant  
pam.wright@usda.gov 

. 
SWCD  

Commissioners:  

Jonathon Ball      
Kathy Dice 

Dan Vogeler 
Betsy Evans 
Drew Yotter 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Wapello......(319)527-2835 
Toll Free.....(800)754-8050 

Fire, Smoke & Water 
Cleanup & Restoration 

 

The Beauty of Louisa County 
By Amanda Cole,  Soil Conservation Technician 

The first time I drove across the Iowa River into 

Wapello I was starting my first day as a Soil 

Conservation 

Technician for 

the NRCS. With 

little knowledge 

or expectations 

about the land I 

would soon be 

working on, the 

only thing I knew 

for sure was I 

wasn’t going to 

sit at a desk all day!  

My first lesson: not all counties in Iowa are the 

same. Oh how different Louisa County is to someone 

used to the pancake-flat fields of central Iowa! During 

my first months sliding along mud roads and perfecting 

my farmers’ wave, I was astounded by two things:  

1. How confusing the roads were. Where I come 

from, each gravel road forms a perfect little 1-

mile square. While I have yet to get lost... I’ve 

spent quite a bit of time studying road maps.  

2. My co-workers ‘joke’ that there isn’t a stop 

light anywhere in Louisa County turned out to 

be very true! 

I have now had a chance to explore the quiet of the 

Port Louisa Wildlife Refuge (before duck season, of 

course!), find joy in the discovery of a new-to-me 

prairie plant in a CRP planting, take a walk over the 

Swinging Bridge at Columbus Junction (followed by an 

ice cream cone), and listen to many hunting and fishing 

tales from Odessa. But the sight I remember most is 

probably the first time I saw the fog dancing over the 

waters of the Iowa River in the early morning sunrise.  

I cannot count the times I have glanced to the east 

as I drive across the Iowa River on my way to work, 

only to have my breath taken away. As hard as I might 

try, I will never be able to capture these views in a 

sentence, or a poem, or a picture. So how is it that 

they have so completely captured my heart? 

I’ve seen the spectacular sunrises that come from 

the wildfires out west; an eagle skimming the hazy 

space that seems to be river and fog and sky all at the 

same time; and a sliver of open water breaking a 

landscape of pristine, blinding white snow- a mere hint 

of the river that slumbers beneath.  

I have never once stopped to admire these views 

for more than a couple of seconds, and yet I can still 

picture many of them in my mind’s eye. So maybe 

instead of going somewhere to experience the wonders 

of nature, we should simply open our eyes a little wider 

and look for the beauty that surrounds us everywhere 

we go. 

I grew up on the old 

family farm just outside of 

State Center, IA. I attended 

Iowa State University for a 

degree in Environmental 

Science. After graduation, 

I moved to Muscatine for 

my husband’s job as an 

electrical engineer. I then 

started my position as a 

Soil Conservation Technician with the NRCS in June 

2020. So far my favorite part of my job has been get-

ting to meet and learn from the producers I’ve worked 

with. In my free time (when my husband and I aren’t 

working on the seemingly endless house projects!) I 

enjoy cooking, exploring the outdoors, and reading.  
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12635 CR G56, Suite 106, Wapello, Iowa 52653 
319-523-8381   tri-rivers@louisacountyia.gov  

www.tri-rivers.org 

Directors 
Al Bohling, Columbus  Junction 
Cindy Klebe, Muscatine 
Dale Howell, Columbus Junction 
Dan Vogeler, Columbus Junction 
Don Kline, Washington 
Jay Schweitzer, Columbus Junction 
Jeanne Mott, Morning Sun 
Karen Minnis, Morning Sun 
Kathy Wilkerson, Wapello 
Steve Johnson, Bettendorf 

Scholarship Winners 
Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation has the 

pleasure of administering two annual scholarships.  

Both are geared toward students who are studying or 

planning to study a natural resource or related field.   

We are pleased to announce the two $1,000 

scholarship recipients for the upcoming school year.  

The Tri-Rivers Director’s Scholarship has been 

awarded to Dawson Wehrle, a 2021 graduate of Louisa

-Muscatine High School.  Dawson plans to pursue a 

degree in conservation, with plans to attend Muscatine 

Community College in the fall.  With an ultimate goal 

of becoming a Conservation Officer for the Iowa DNR, 

Dawson is on the right track.  He is receiving $1,000 to 

be applied to college. 

The William “Bill” Paris Scholarship has been 

awarded to Jacob Ewart for the second year in a row.  

Jacob is a 2019 graduate of Wapello High School and 

is currently attending Iowa State University.  Jacob is 

expected to graduate in May 2022 with a Major in 

Agronomy and a Minor in Forestry. 

Want to help?  The Paris Scholarship is an 

Endowment Fund with the Community Foundation of 

Louisa County, an affiliate of the Community 

Foundation of Greater Muscatine.  Endowment Fund 

donations are eligible for the Iowa Tax Credit!  See the 

donation form on Page 11. Community Foundation of 
Louisa County 

Cynthia Klebe 
Dan & Sue Vogeler 
Farmer’s Elevator 
Heather & Nick Love 
Kate & Jeff  Hammond 
Marcie Bell 
Mike Avesing 
Mike Bishop 
Ron Knopik 

AJ Boysen 
Al Paris 
Al & Dianne Bohling 
Audra & Ken Brown 
Bethany Erickson 
Betty Ball 
Brady Wilkerson 
Buckwheat 
Christina Kelly 
Community Foundation of 

Greater Muscatine 

Congrats Jacob & Dawson! 

Above: Beverly Paris 
presents Jacob Ewart with  
a certificate for the $1,000 
William “Bill” Paris 
Scholarship.   

Left: Dawson Wehrle, a 
Louisa-Muscatine 
graduating senior will be 
receiving the $1,000        
Tri-Rivers Director’s 
Scholarship. 

http://www.tri-rivers.org
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The Mission of Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation is to provide funds for the protection and 
enhancement of the natural resources in the environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa 
and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa.  

The Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation 
for good land stewardship.  It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional 
and quasi-public programs. 

Enclosed is my donation for:    

___$25  ___$50  ___$100 ___$250  

___$500 ___$1,000 ___Other ______________   

Name or Business_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
Return this form and payment to: 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
        12635 County Road G56, Suite 106 
        Wapello, IA 52653 

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN LOUISA COUNTY  

Please earmark my donation for: 
___ Louisa Interpretive Center 

___ Louisa County Trails Council 

___ TRCF Scholarship 

___ Environmental Education 

___ Use my donation where needed most 

___ Other: ________________________ 

General Donations are payable to: 
       Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
 
 Endowment Funds are payable to: 

Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)  

___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund 

___ Trails Endowment Fund 

___ Paris Scholarship Endowment 

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION RESPECTFULLY ACCEPTS AND HONORS MEMORIAL DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 

Nature’s Native Tree Project 
We are happy to report that the Nature’s Native Tree Project was a 

great success.  Tri-Rivers sold over $1,300 worth of trees to be planted in 
the Louisa Resource Area.   

Many of the trees were planted in celebration of Earth Day 2021.  A 
day that many choose to do something good for this blue planet that we 
call home.  Planting trees is just one way that people can give back to the 
Earth. 

Heather, Tucker and Nick Love were among the families who 
purchased trees.  They recently purchased an acreage outside of Wapello 
and hope to surround their home with a diversity of trees.  Their goal is to 
plant many different types of trees.  Some of their goals for tree planting 
includes providing shade in their yard and to act as a windbreak for their 
home.  Their property came with some fruit trees and they hope to 
continue planting trees that will provide food for themselves and habitat 
for wildlife.   

Trees also add value and beauty to our properties.  Of course, one of 
the things we seldom think about, but is likely the most important: trees 
remove carbon dioxide from the air and produce the life-breathing oxygen 
that all humans and animals need to survive!   

Thank you trees for sharing this symbiotic relationship with all of us 
and thank you to everyone who planted or promoted tree planting this 
year! 

Heather, Tucker & Nick Love with a newly 
planted Overcup Oak tree on their acreage 

west of Wapello. 

https://www.tri-rivers.org/make-a-donation
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“There is no Wi-Fi in the forest, but I promise, you will find a much better connection.” 
―Author Unknown  

 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative collaboration between government agencies, private organizations and 
individuals interested in showcasing the natural and cultural resources of Louisa County, Iowa. 


