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Hoover Nature Trail at Chinkapin Bluffs 
By Katie Hammond, Director  

During the summer of 2014, the 

Louisa County Trails Council was busy 

working on a vision for the 2-mile section 

of the Hoover Nature Trail at Chinkapin 

Bluffs. With the help of a trails visioning 

grant from Trees Forever, and a collection 

of volunteers, the group soon agreed on a 

railroad theme and design plan.  

Here we are, six years later, able to 

walk on and view our vision come to 

fruition. The project is far from finished, 

but the first phase is nearly complete and 

we have something physical to show for 

all the hard work and thought put into this 

project by so many.  

We invite you to 

come and check out the 

trail for yourself! The 

best way to view the 

resurfaced trail is to pull 

into the Louisa County 

Fairgrounds and drive 

all the way to the back 

(just west of the race 

track) and park.  

You will see a 

concrete “railroad round

-about” with a paved 

trail, heading up to the 

main trail. This is a 

great place to start your 

walk. As you reach the 

main trail, heading right 

www.LouisaCountyConservation.com 

is pretty short, about half mile round trip.  

Heading left (east) will give you a nice 

long walk. To the end and back will be 

around 3.5 miles and crosses three foot 

bridges.  The trail is quite flat and is 

covered with a hard-packed, crushed lime 

surface.   

Please note that in some areas there is 

public ground on either side of the trail, in 

other areas the adjacent ground is private.  

Please respect park boundaries.   

A map of the area can be found on our 

website at LouisaCountyConservation.org, 

under the Parks and Trails tab. 

Enjoy your parks and wildlife areas! 

http://www.naturallylouisacounty.com
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Hello Louisa County! 
With a love for rivers, I am super excited to settle in 

this river county and join Louisa County Conservation 

as your newest county naturalist. There is nothing I 

enjoy more than sharing nature with our community 

and exploring our connection to the natural world that 

sustains us.  

I just completed a volunteer year of service with 

AmeriCorps VISTA serving Missouri River Relief in 

Columbia, Missouri as their education assistant. While 

there I helped coordinate river clean-ups and create 

educational videos for virtual summer camp programs. 

Before that, as the assistant director for the Iowa Raptor 

Project, I helped establish Family Days and coordinate 

a summer camp for the University of Iowa Wildlife 

Camps in Solon, Iowa. 

When I am not teaching, 

I am building my repertoire 

of stories by having 

adventures! I enjoy exploring 

by paddling, biking, birding, 

mushroom hunting, fishing, 

and collecting wild edibles. I 

am also compelled to gather 

garbage on my adventures so 

don’t be surprised if you see 

me toting tires in a canoe! 

Thank you for inviting me to join this wonderful 

team of conservation professionals. I am looking 

forward to making many meaningful connections with 

this community! 

See you soon,  

 

  

 

 

 

Stay Connected with LCC 

Unless otherwise stated, all registration and 
program information can be found at: 

LouisaCountyConservation.org 
conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

319-523-8381 

Thank you Louisa County 
The last few years I have 

gotten the opportunity to go 

on amazing adventures and 

make countless memories 

with Louisa County 

Conservation. This fall, I 

will be starting my next 

adventure at the University 

of Minnesota– Twin Cities. I 

will be returning to school to 

get my Master’s in 

Recreation Resources, 

Environmental Education 

and Tourism.  

Although I am excited 

for this new chapter, it is 

incredibly bittersweet to be leaving my position as a 

naturalist. I have loved working with the Louisa County 

community and will miss being able to explore the 

outdoors with everyone. 

I’m extremely grateful for the support this 

community has given me. Thank you for attending 

programs, letting me visit your classrooms, reading my 

newsletter articles, and learning alongside me. I’ll never  

forget all the smiles, laughs, and adventures I’ve shared 

with students, teachers, volunteers, nature campers, 

partnering organizations, and program participants. 

Louisa County will always hold a very special place in 

my heart.  

“How lucky I am to have something that makes 

saying goodbye so hard.” -A.A. Milne  

Keep Exploring,  

 

 

http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
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Creature Feature: Iowa Bats  
By Bobbi Donovan, Naturalist 

Iowa is home to nine bat species. Although all of 

these species are essential to their ecosystems, bats tend 

to get a bad reputation. In general, bats are highly 

misunderstood and underappreciated. People are 

frequently terrified of these flying creatures because of 

the many myths about them. Let’s bust some of these 

common bat myths!  

1. Myth: Bats will suck my blood.  

There are over 1,000 species of bats worldwide and 

only three of these species feed on blood. Vampire bats 

live in Central and South America and typically feed on 

blood from animals such as cattle, birds, and pigs.  

Iowa bats certainly have no interest in blood! All 

nine of our species are insectivores, meaning that they 

only feed on insects.  

2. Myth: Bats will get tangled in my hair.  

Bats are excellent flyers and have very keen senses, 

which make them great at maneuvering around 

obstacles. Unlike birds, bats are not able to take to the 

air from the ground. Instead they drop from high points 

on trees or buildings to begin flying. This can make it 

seem like they are swooping down towards heads.  

3. Myth: All bats have rabies.  

It is true that bats can carry rabies. For this reason 

you should always avoid picking up and handling bats. 

However, in reality very few bats are infected with this 

disease.  Fewer than 1/10 of 1 percent of our bats have 

rabies. This does not mean 

you should find bats to 

snuggle up with though!  

4. Myth: Bats aren’t 

that important.   

This may be the 

biggest myth of them all! 

Bats are key components 

of their ecosystems and 

provide many services to 

humans.  

Iowa bats have a huge 

appetite for insects, 

making them excellent at 

controlling pests naturally.  

Bohumil Shimek Award Recipient  
By Bobbi Donovan, Naturalist 

Each year the Iowa Association of Naturalists and 

Iowa Conservation Education Council partner to 

recognize outstanding contributions within the 

conservation and environmental education field.  

Earlier this year, Michelle Helscher won the 

Bohumil Shimek Environmental Educator Award. This 

award recognizes her innovative programming and her 

contribution to conservation. On July 22nd, Helscher 

was presented her well-deserved award in front of the 

Louisa-Muscatine Elementary School prairie.  

Michelle Helscher is a 5th grade teacher at LM 

Elementary School. She has a large interest in teaching 

her students about nature, current environmental issues, 

and Iowa wildlife. She is particularly passionate about 

monarch butterflies and 

prairie habitat.  

Bohumil Shimek was Iowa’s 

first environmental educator. 

He taught botany at the 

University of Iowa. In 

addition to teaching his 

students about plants, he 

encouraged them to 

appreciate, preserve, and 

protect nature. Teachers like 

Helscher allow Shimek’s 

legacy to live on.  

Congratulations and thank 

you, Mrs. Helscher!  Helscher receiving 
award at LM prairie  

Bat box at Langwood 
Education Center 

http://www.lccb.org/
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Upcoming Programming at 
Toolesboro 

More Toolesboro Touchstones programming is on 

its way! Planning is moving at a different pace for  

public health reasons that we are all familiar with but 

we are eager to bring more programs to the 

community. Events originally planned for 2020 will 

extend into 2021 so stay tuned for more info! 

We’ve dreamed up 

some exciting ideas 

such as having the 

Putnam Museum bring 

original Toolesboro 

artifacts to Louisa 

County, exploring the 

history of prairie fire, 

learning about Black Hawk’s important role in the 

history of the county, and trying out prehistoric 

technology such as flintknapping and basket making.  

All events will be posted on our website at: 

LouisaCountyConservation.org and on the Louisa 

County Conservation Facebook page.  

Event information can also be found by visiting 

Toolesboro Mounds and Museum, National Historic 

Landmark. As always, a phone call to the 

Conservation office at 319-523-8381 can connect you 

with information on all upcoming events.  

Toolesboro Touchstones: Please Send 
in your Stories of Louisa County 
By Lana Artz-McComb, Naturalist 

We are looking for your stories! Louisa County 

Conservation is compiling short snippets or long form 

stories about your experiences in Louisa County. 

Examples might include majestic wildlife, and 

moments of beauty, struggle, or accomplishment. 

Sharing family history and hunting or fishing escapades 

is also welcome! Everyone has a different story to tell.  

Stories will be compiled into a printed manuscript 

as well as into an e-book and made available to the 

public, free of charge.  

Stories can be anywhere between 1-3 pages in 

length (handwritten is fine). They can be mailed to 

Louisa County Conservation, Stories of Louisa County, 

12635 Co Rd G56, Wapello, IA 52653 or emailed to 

conservation@louisacountyia.gov. Please send in your 

stories by November 1, 2020. 

Toolesboro Touchstones is a year-long program 

series featuring monthly events centered around the 

prehistory of Louisa County. Conservation is working 

in conjunction with Nancy Hayes on this project. Nancy 

is completing this project as part of her MFA in 

Creative Writing and the Environment. Just as 

Toolesboro National Historic Landmark tells stories of 

prehistoric Iowa, we would like to put together stories 

of Louisa County.  

The Toolesboro Touchstones series is supported by 

a generous grant from the Community Foundation of 

Louisa County. Their support of this and other 

community projects is greatly appreciated!  

Geoarchaeology Walk and Talk 
Saturday, November 21 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
Toolesboro National Historic Landmark 

Retired Geoarchaeolgist, Joe Artz, will guide a 

walk and talk along the nine burial mounds which 

make up the Toolesboro Mounds Group. Joe will talk 

about identifying burial mounds and how 

geoarchaeologists use clues found within the 

landscape to gain archaeological knowledge.  

Registration requested by Nov 16. Contact 

conservation@louisacountyia.gov or 319-523-8381. 

Toolesboro National  
Historic Landmark 

6568 Toolesboro Avenue 
Wapello, IA 52653 

 
Museum Now Open! 

Staff available: 
 Memorial Weekend - Labor Day: 12:30 pm - 4:30 pm, 

Wednesday - Sunday 
Labor Day - October 31: 12:30pm - 4:30 pm,  

Saturdays only.  
Groups may schedule visits outside these hours by 

making an appointment 319-523-8381. 

http://louisacountyconservation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/LouisaCountyConservation/
https://www.facebook.com/LouisaCountyConservation/


 

 

LOUISA REGIONAL SOLID WASTE AGENCY 

Tipping Fee Increase 
By Lana Artz-McComb 

The Louisa Regional Solid Waste Agency will be 

raising the tipping fees at the Wapello Transfer 

Station.  

Tipping fees will increase from $52 per ton to $65 

per ton on September 1, 2020. The tipping fee increase 

is needed to accommodate changes in operation at the 

station and staff hiring as well as equipment 

replacement.  

The new rates will affect anyone who takes their 

own trash to the transfer station. Decisions on any rate 

increase for city trash collection services have yet to 

be made but there will likely be a rate increase for 

these services as well.  

The Cost of Trash 
This article was originally published in 2003 by 

Naturalist Kathy Dice. 17 years later, the subject 

matter is still on the minds of Louisa County residents. 

Please enjoy this food for thought! 

Doesn’t it seem to cost a lot to get rid of trash 

these days? In the old days getting rid of trash cost 

nothing at all. Trash, which was mostly food waste, 

went out to the rubbish heap. Pigs and chickens helped 

dispose of some of it. Bits of broken crockery, 

extremely old rags, broken metal, wooden tools and 

utensils made up only a small portion of the trash. The 

rubbish heap didn't grow much over the years since 

the food waste quickly decomposed.  

Contrast that with the modern family’s trash 

which is composed largely of food packaging. Modern 

rubbish heaps do not rot over time because the plastic 

packaging does not decompose. If we all had a rubbish 

heap in our backyard, it would grow exponentially.  

If your trash was more like the trash of the old days, 

your trash disposal costs would be small because you’d 

dispose of it through a well managed compost pile. But 

we all have a lot more garbage than a compost pile can 

handle.  

We have magazines, newspapers, cleaners, food 

packaging, and plastic bags galore. If we look at how 

we live, what we buy, and what we have to throw away 

compared to people of the past, we must begin to 

realize the cost of the garbage is also going to be 

different.  

We all live a more comfortable lifestyle than those 

who lived 100 years ago and we have access to many 

more consumer products. Because of this, we must also 

take responsibility for the trash produced by this 

lifestyle. The sheer quantity of the trash we make adds 

to the cost of 

its disposal.  

The good 

news is there 

are many 

ways to 

attack this 

problem. We 

can recycle 

whenever 

possible. We can change our buying habits so we 

purchase food with less packaging. We can work to 

only purchase items that we need. We can go grocery 

shopping only for the food that our family will eat 

before it goes bad. We can reuse items again and again. 

The rubbish heap decreases and the money saved 

increases! 
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24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Wapello......(319)527-2835 
Toll Free.....(800)754-8050 

Fire, Smoke & Water 
Cleanup & Restoration 
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Unless otherwise stated, all registration and      
program information can be found at 

LouisaCountyConservation.org or 319-523-8381.  

Full Moon Float  
Saturday, October 3 
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Schaffers Access on the Odessa Water Trail 
$10/canoe, $5/kayak, $2/bring your own boat 

Paddle by the light of the full moon while 

exploring the Odessa Water Trail during the 

evening. Enjoy the sounds of nature at night and 

learn about nocturnal wildlife.  

We will give paddling instruction prior to 

getting on the water. Participation is limited to 20 

boats.  

Pre-registration required by September 28 . 

Iowa River Paddle  
Saturday, September 5; 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Iowa River Water Trail 
Schwob Access to Cappy Russell  

$20/canoe, $10/kayak, $5/bring your own boat 

Late summer is a perfect time for a paddling 

adventure on the Iowa River Water Trail. Discover 

the beauty of nature and view wildlife on this 9-

mile stretch from Wapello to Oakville. 

All experience levels are welcome to attend. 

We will review paddling safety and provide 

instruction before getting on the river.  

Shuttle service provided and space is limited.  

An information packet will be sent to attendees.  

See page 10 for a map of where we will be! 

Pre-registration is required by Sept. 1.  

Monarch Mania  
Thursday, September 10 

4:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
Wilson Prairie  

It’s monarch migration time! Learn about the 

incredible journey these special butterflies embark 

on each year. Spend an evening helping with 

monarch research and conservation. We will be 

catching, tagging, and releasing these butterflies 

together.  

 All ages are welcome but children under the 

age of 16 need to be supervised by an adult. We 

will bring the insect nets and tags.  

This program is designed for a come and go 

audience. No registration required! 

Hunter Education Field Day 
Saturday, August 29; 9:00 am - noon 

Chinkapin Bluffs Recreation Area 
Picnic Shelter 

Louisa County Conservation, in partnership with 

the Iowa DNR will be offering a field day for hunter 

education.  In order to take the field day, participants 

must first take an online hunter education class.   

The online class can be found at https://

www.hunter-ed.com/iowa/ and costs $28.95.  Once 

you successfully complete this course, it will allow 

you to print a voucher/certificate showing that you 

have completed it. You must bring this voucher to the 

Field Day on August 29. 

The Field Day registration is located at https://

register-ed.com/events/view/161907.  Pre-registration 

is required.  There is a limit of 20 participants so 

please do not delay. 

Field Day requirements include listening to a 

presentation about Iowa Hunting Laws, completing a 

hands-on field test and taking a 50-question multiple 

choice test.   

Face masks will be required at the class.  Hand-

washing and hand sanitizer will be required.  

Instructors and participants will practice social 

distancing and good hygiene. 

Questions, contact Louisa County Conservation 

at 319-523-8381 or conservation@louisacountyia.gov.   

Hunter ed is required to attend both the Mentored 

Youth Deer Hunt and the Pheasant Hunt! 

Owl Prowl  
Thursday, October 29 

5:30 pm-7:00 pm  
Eden Park  

Listen to owls while watching the moonrise 

over a majestic restored prairie. Then have a hoot 

as we explore owl habitat. Program includes a 

hands-on presentation plus a short walk. 

All ages are welcome to attend, but children 

under 16 need to be accompanied  by an adult. 

Bring a camp chair if you have one! 

No registration required, simply show up! 

http://www.louisacountyconservation.org
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=79:full-moon-float&Itemid=528
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=167:iowa-river-paddle&Itemid=528
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=278:monarch-mania&Itemid=529
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=67:hunter-education-field-day&Itemid=527
https://www.hunter-ed.com/iowa/
https://www.hunter-ed.com/iowa/
https://register-ed.com/events/view/161907
https://register-ed.com/events/view/161907
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=262:owl-prowl&Itemid=529
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Louisa County Cleanup 
Saturday, November 7 

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm  

Be a Louisa litter leader! Beautify our 

community and protect our critters from litter 

harm. Pickup supplies at the Louisa County 

Conservation Office on the day of the cleanup from 

1:00 - 2:00 pm or the week before. This is a great 

service opportunity for scout groups, youth 

organizations, and church groups!  

Geocache  
Louisa County 

Ongoing 
Multiple Areas 

 
Explore Louisa County through this unique 

global treasure hunt! Four geocaches have been 

placed in Conservation areas; Snively 

Campground, Wilson Prairie, Chinkapin Bluffs 

Recreation Area, and Eden Park.  

Use your smartphone or GPS unit to find all of 

them! Android and iPhone users can download the 

Geocaching app directly onto their phones for free. 

Create an account, enter your location or the 

location of the park where you will be going, and 

the app will show you a list of discoverable 

geocaches.  

Geocaching can also be done by manually 

entering the geocache coordinates on a handheld 

GPS receiver. Visit geocaching.com to get the 

coordinates.  

2020 Illowa NAVHDA/NADKC 
Youth Pheasant Hunt 

Saturday, October 24 
9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Henke-Benson Farm, 10447 55th Street, Wapello 
Free 

The ILLOWA NAVHDA Youth Pheasant Hunt 

is an opportunity for twelve area youth, ages 12-15, 

who have completed the Hunter Safety Course, to 

hunt rooster pheasants with trained versatile 

hunting dogs on opening day of the youth pheasant 

season.  

Participants will rotate between sessions that 

include dog handling, wildlife identification, a field 

hunt, and more. All guns, ammunition, blaze 

orange, eye/ear protection and food will be 

provided.   

The Youth Pheasant Hunt application form may 

be found at www.illowanavhda.org. For 

information about this, please contact Bobbi 

Benson, Iowa Chapter President, at 309-337-7708 

or email spinone980@gmail.com.  

Pre-Registration is required. Space is limited.  
Virtual Outdoor Challenge  

Monday, August 31- Monday, September 14 
Multiple Areas  

Explore nature at your own leisure with this 

online activity. Participants will go on a self-guided 

scavenger hunt to find animals, plants, and other 

nature items.  

Login to Facebook or visit our website to view 

the scavenger hunt and find out more information 

about the challenge. You choose the location and 

the time.  

No registration required, simply explore! 

Geoarchaeology Walk and Talk 
Saturday, November 21 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Toolesboro National Historic Landmark 

Learn about the nine burial mounds which make 

up the Toolesboro Mounds Group 

See page 4 for more information about this 

event.  

Environmental Education               
Facebook Group  

Stay connected with Louisa County 

Conservation environmental education with our 

new Facebook group. Naturalists will post nature 

activities, outdoor adventures, science challenges, 

and interesting facts to this group. It is a great way 

to continue exploring nature at home or on your 

own time.  

Learn about the amazing wildlife and natural 

resources we have right here in Louisa County!  

http://www.louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=190:hometown-pride-countywide-roadside-clean-up&Itemid=529
https://www.geocaching.com/play/search
http://illowanavhda.org/Training/Event-details/youth-pheasant-hunt-2
http://www.louisacountyconservation.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=279:geoarchaeology-walk-and-talk&Itemid=529
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Iowa Habitat and Access Program  
By Holly Shutt, Wildlife Biologist   

The Iowa Habitat and Access Program (IHAP) is 

currently accepting new acres.  

IHAP is a program ran through the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources where a landowner 

can receive an incentive payment for habitat work in 

exchange for opening up their land for public hunting. 

The landowner works with a wildlife biologist to create 

a wildlife plan for habitat improvements and can be 

completed by the landowner or the landowner can hire 

it to be done.  

If a landowner is 

interested in this program, 

the property needs to be at 

least 40 acres, and the 

application will go through 

a ranking process to see if 

it would get accepted into 

the program. The contract 

lengths run three to ten 

years. During this time 

frame, the property would 

be open for public walk in 

hunting from September 1 

to May 31 each year. 

Incentive payments vary 

based on the type of 

habitat improvements that 

are completed.  

If you are interested in 

more information on the Iowa Habitat and Access 

Program or in other wildlife habitat practices/programs 

please contact Holly Shutt, Pheasants Forever & Quail 

Forever Wildlife Biologist, at (785) 294-2004 or 

hshutt@pheasantsforever.org.  

Example of IHAP 
planting  

Ring-neck Pheasant Spotlight  
By Holly Shutt, Wildlife Biologist   

The ring-neck pheasant is a common game bird 

found around Iowa. The males have a white ring around 

their neck. Their heads stand out in a green hue, while 

their bodies have colorful splashes of browns and reds. 

The females are brown, so that they blend in with their 

surroundings. Ring-neck pheasants are an upland game 

bird and spend the majority of their lives on the ground. 

They make their home in grassed areas found on the 

landscape. Native grass areas that are full of forbs are 

the best for these birds.  

The hens nest on the ground, so having clumps of 

grasses helps conceal their nests. A rooster will have a 

harem of multiple females in the spring. Hens start 

selecting sites for nesting in April and will produce a 

clutch of about 12 eggs. The hens will incubate the eggs 

for around 23 days. Peak hatch for pheasants is mid-

June.  

The primary food for pheasants are seeds and 

insects. For chicks, the main food source is insects. For 

the first six weeks of their life they will live off of soft 

bodied little bugs and get their water and protein from 

the insects. The native grasses and forbs come in handy 

for the little chicks because they provide open bare 

ground for the chicks to move about and the forbs serve 

as a way to attract insects providing that vital food 

source to the chicks.  

This year I have been hearing lots of reports of 

people seeing pheasant broods out and about. Dewy 

mornings this time of year are an excellent way to get 

some eyes on broods. The Iowa Department of Natural 

Resources conduct their roadside surveys the first part 

of August.  

For more information on pheasants, quail, or other 

wildlife contact Holly Shutt, Pheasants Forever and 

Quail Forever Wildlife Biologist at (785) 294-2004 or 

hshutt@pheasantsforever.org.  
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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE  

AND 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

260 Mulberry St., Suite 2 
 Wapello, Iowa 52653 

319-527-8068      
Pam.Wright@USDA.gov  
*Follow us on Facebook* 

NRCS New Staffing Structure  
Iowa NRCS has a new staffing structure and has 

reorganized to better serve our customers, partners, and 

employees. Part of the restructuring is a District 

Conservationist (DC) and Conservation Assistant (CA) 

in each office, to provide better access to our 

customers. Previously having one DC and one CA split 

between two offices meant that the NRCS office was 

left unattended on a regular basis. Now you have 

access to help during regular business hours: Monday –

Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm.  

The biggest change is that NRCS has created tech 

teams, that combine technicians in four counties to take 

care of your technical needs. By joining forces, NRCS 

is able to better utilize equipment and staff to 

accomplish more projects in a timely manner.  

During the restructure, Louisa County has teamed 

up with Washington County, Des Moines County and 

Muscatine County to create a fantastic technical team, 

with former Louisa County DC, Drew DeLang at the 

helm as the Resource Team Lead.   

By having DeLang as the central source 

coordinating workload, projects will be able to be 

completed more efficiently and staff utilized more 

effectively to tackle conservation projects.  

If you would like to apply for assistance or  just 

find out more information about what types of projects 

we can offer cost share on, give us a call. We look 

forward to serving our community and building a better 

Iowa.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In the field for some hands-on training in August.  
(photo: Drew DeLang) 

 
WAPELLO OFFICE: Tech Team Lead: Drew DeLang;  

DC: Joshua Sieren; CA: Pam Wright; CET: Chris Bradley;  
Technicians: Shelly Stewart & Amanda Cole;  

Soil Conservationist, Landen Harris;  
PARTNERS: Pheasants Forever Biologist: Holly Shutt ;  

DNR Forester: Lisa Louck 

Building a Better Iowa 
One Acre at a Time 

Fish Sale 

Orders must be placed by Wed., September 23 

Pickup Date: Friday, September 25 

It’s time to stock your pond! There are many types 

of fish available for purchase. To get a list of available 

fish or to place your order, please call the office at     

(319) 527-8068. 
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Iowa River Water Trail Brochures 
The new Iowa River Water Trail (IRWT) 

brochures for Louisa County are hot off the press!   

The IRWT is an official water trail of the Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources.  This water trail 
stretches from Sturgis Ferry Park in Iowa City, 72-
miles to the confluence with the Mississippi River 
near Oakville.  The entire water trail is free of any  
low-head dams or areas that require portages.   

For mapping purposes the water trail has been 
broken into the Johnson County section and Louisa 
County section.  The short portion in Washington 
County overlaps on both maps. 

The Louisa County IRWT map features 55 miles 
of the trail, detailing from River Junction (Johnson 
Co.) to the Mississippi River.  The map assists visitors 
in finding access points, understanding the length 
between stretches and safety concerns along the route. 

The maps also feature points of interest that are 
along or nearby.  For Louisa County, this includes historic sites such as the 1914 Built Convict Road near Fredonia 
and Toolesboro Mounds and Museum, National Historic Landmark.  Maps also give visitors an idea about plants 
and wildlife they may encounter along the way. 

The Iowa DNR now has 16 different water trail maps on their website.  Rivers include sections of the Boone, 
Des Moines, Wapsipinicon, Skunk, Maquoketa, Raccoon and Iowa Rivers as well as Lizard Creek.  Visit 
www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Canoeing-Kayaking/ to learn more about paddling opportunities across Iowa.   

This website also has an interactive paddling map that visitors can use to help plan their route.  Dangerous 
areas, such as low-head dams, are marked.  They are also very good about marking other dangerous areas that have 
been reported such as strainers, extreme flooding and such.  You can also learn about canoe liveries in the area that 
may be available for boat rentals or shuttle service.   

Maps for the Iowa River Water Trail in Louisa County are available at the Louisa County Complex, 
Conservation Office at 12635 County Road G56, Wapello, IA. 

Mentored Youth Deer Hunt  
With Iowa DNR CO Fourdyce 

Iowa youth, living in Louisa County, ages 12-17 are 
invited to enter into a drawing for a mentored deer hunt 
with Iowa DNR, Conservation Officer, Joe Fourdyce.   

The hunt will occur on private ground between 
September 19 to October 4 and October 17 through 
October 25, with a range day before the season starts.   

Youth must have passed hunter education and will 
need to purchase a youth deer tag if they are selected.  A 
firearm will be provided if the youth does not have one. 

The plan is to choose one person for the hunt. If that 
hunt is successful with plenty of time left in the season, 
another name will be drawn. 

Email conservation@louisacountyia.gov to register 
your hunter. Provide the youth’s name, age and phone 
number.   

Register by noon on Tuesday, September 1, 2020 to 
be included in the drawing! 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES  

Conservation Officer - 563-260-1225 
Joseph.Fourdyce@dnr.iowa.gov  

District Forester - 319-523-2216 
Lisa.Louck@dnr.iowa.gov 

Fisheries Biologist - 319-694-2430 
Chad.Dolan@dnr.iowa.gov 

Wildlife Biologist - 319-551-8459 
Andy.Robbins@dnr.iowa.gov  

www.iowadnr.gov 

Iowa River Water Trail showing the 9-mile section we will 
be paddling on Sept. 5 from Schwob - Cappy Russell. 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/Canoeing-Kayaking/Water-Trail-Maps-Brochures
http://www.iowadnr.gov
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Tri-River’s Mission is to provide funds for the protection and enhancement of the natural resources in the 
environmentally rich area of the confluences of the Cedar, Iowa and Mississippi Rivers in eastern Iowa. The 
Foundation will employ enjoyment and use of these resources to educate and instill an appreciation for good 
land stewardship.  It will seek to distribute these funds to carefully chosen public, civic, institutional and quasi
-public programs. 

Enclosed is my donation for:    

___$25  ___$50  ___$100 ___$250  

___$500 ___$1,000 ___Other ______________   

Name or Business_____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_______________________________________________ 

Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
Return this form and payment to: 

Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
        12635 County Road G56, Suite 106 
        Wapello, IA 52653 

MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO SUPPORT CONSERVATION EFFORTS IN LOUISA COUNTY  

Please earmark my donation for: 
___ Louisa Interpretive Center 

___ Louisa County Trails Council 

___ TRCF Scholarship 

___ Environmental Education 

___ Use my donation where needed most 

___ Other: ________________________ 

General Donations are payable to: 
       Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
 
 Endowment Funds are payable to: 

Community Foundation of Greater 
Muscatine (for Iowa Tax Credit)  

___ Tri-Rivers Endowment Fund 

___ Trails Endowment Fund 

___ Paris Scholarship Endowment 

TRI-RIVERS CONSERVATION FOUNDATION RESPECTFULLY ACCEPTS AND HONORS MEMORIAL DONATIONS AND BEQUESTS 

 

12635 CR G56, Suite 106 
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

319-523-8381 
tri-rivers@lccb.org        
www.tri-rivers.org 

Find us on Facebook: Louisa.Resource.Area 

Directors 
Al Bohling, Columbus  Junction 

Cindy Klebe, Muscatine 

Dale Howell, Columbus Junction 

Dan Vogeler, Columbus Junction 

Don Kline, Washington 

Jay Schweitzer, Columbus Junction 

Jeanne Mott, Morning Sun 

Karen Minnis, Morning Sun 

Kathy Wilkerson, Wapello 

Steve Johnson, Bettendorf 

Porta Pots at Boat Landings 
Thanks to a grant from the Community Foundation 

of Louisa County, Tri-Rivers Conservation Foundation 
is able to provide porta pots at 8 different boat accesses 
this summer/fall.   

Four restrooms will be placed at boat landings 
along the Iowa River.  Locations include the Todd 
Town access along HWY 70 in Columbus Junction, 
River Forks Boat Landing in Fredonia, Schwob Access 
in Wapello and Cappy Russell Access in Oakville. 

Four restrooms will also be placed along the Odessa 
Wildlife Management Area.  These locations will 
include: Schaffer’s Access, Snively Campground, Sand 
Run and Burris Ditch.  Port Louisa Refuge also has a 
porta pot at Port Louisa’s inlet tubes.  This porta pot is 
provided by the refuge and not this grant. 

The novel coronavirus and high water levels 
delayed the placement of the porta pots.  We hope to 
leave them out through fall and duck season and will 
remove them in late November or early December, 
partially dependent on freeze-up. 

Please bring your own hand sanitizer and use 
caution when using these public restrooms. 

Now, get out there and enjoy your public parks, 
wildlife and recreation areas!! 

https://www.tri-rivers.org/make-a-donation
http://www.tri-rivers.org
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“If you truly love nature, you will find beauty everywhere.” 
~ Vincent van Gogh  

 

Naturally Louisa County is an innovative 
collaboration between government agencies, private 

organizations and individuals interested in  
showcasing the natural and cultural resources of  

Louisa County, Iowa. 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper 

Save a tree!  
Receive this newsletter via email.   

Email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 
and ask to be put on the email list. 

If you want this newsletter 
 in larger print 

call 319-523-8381. 

To get on the mailing list for this FREE   
newsletter or make address corrections: 

Call: 319-523-8381 
Email: conservation@louisacountyia.gov 

Rent Langwood  

For your next gathering! 
It is perfect for scout groups, reunions, rustic 

weddings, fellowship, meetings and more!  

Facilities include:  
• Lodge with seating for 72 
• Kitchenette with table service 
• A-frame dormitory with 21 cots 
• Modern restroom with showers 
• Pond with canoes and fishing  
• Trails and open space for activities 

Contact us for available dates: 
319-523-8381 

conservation@louisacountyia.gov. 

Find Your Adventure  


